Poverty and conflict – a vicious cycle

Conflict causes poverty. The average conflict tends to increase the number of people living in extreme poverty by 30 percent. And mountain people, who are already among the poorest and most disadvantaged in the world, have more than their fair share. 
In 1999 alone, 85 percent of the world’s major armed conflicts were fought in mountain regions. Where there is armed conflict, people cannot carry out life-sustaining tasks, such as planting and harvesting crops. Roads, schools and other infrastructures are destroyed. 
Poverty also causes conflict. Social inequality, political marginalization and environmental stress are all major causes of conflict – and all problems commonly faced by the poor in mountain regions. The vicious cycle of poverty and conflict must be broken. 

