
 

 

 

Special Event 

The contribution of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

to resilience 
 

Saturday, 28 January 2017, 10:00-17:30 hours 

Red Room, FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy 

 

Environmental changes, including climate change, human-made and natural disasters, represent 

fundamental threats to food security and livelihoods. These shocks and longer-term environmental 

changes deeply affect human beings and their environment, directly and indirectly. Biodiversity for food 

and agriculture and ecosystem services, on which food production relies, will, when negatively impacted, 

in turn negatively affect food security and livelihoods. Stressors and risks factors are diverse and their 

cumulative effects strongly impact all types of production systems and all sectors - plants, animals, 

aquatic resources, forests, micro-organisms and invertebrates - around the world. 

One of FAO’s Strategic Objectives is to increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crisis, 

including natural disasters, emergencies in the food chain, socio-economic shocks, violent conflicts and 

protracted crises. The growing recognition that food and agricultural systems meet the requirements of a 

growing population more efficiently if they have the capacity to adapt to the impacts of environmental, 

economic and social trends and drivers of change, has led to increasing interest in the concept of 

resilience. The conservation and use of a broad range of genetic resources in agriculture appears as an 

essential element of resilience strategies. Biodiversity for food and agriculture and the ecosystem services 

it supports are an integrated key element of the resilience of production systems. Local communities and 

researchers rely on biodiversity for food and agriculture to improve the quality and output of food 

production, to adapt to changes and shocks and limit their effects, and to respond to future challenges.  

The FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Commission) is the only 

intergovernmental forum that specifically deals with biodiversity for food and agriculture (i.e. plants, 

animals, aquatic resources, forests, micro-organisms and invertebrates). The Commission promotes a 

world without hunger by fostering the use and development of the whole portfolio of biodiversity 

important to food security and rural poverty alleviation.  

This special event will highlight the roles and limitations of biodiversity for food and agriculture in 

contributing to the resilience of livelihoods and production systems. It will discuss the concept of 

resilience, including its short and long-term perspectives, and allow for the sharing of sectoral and/or 

country experiences highlighting linkages between biodiversity for food and agriculture and resilience.  

The event will offer delegates, policy makers and experts an opportunity to exchange information and 

experiences and to identify opportunities and ways forward to strengthen the resilience of livelihoods and 

productions systems in environmental changes, shocks and crisis contexts. 

 

Simultaneous interpretation will be available in: 

 Arabic, English, French and Spanish 
  



 

 

 

Provisional programme 
 

 

9:00 Registration 

 

10:00-11:00 Opening remarks 

Mr René Castro, Assistant Director General, Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water 

Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

 

 
The global context for resilience  

Mr Charles Godfray, Director, Oxford Martin Programme on the Future of Food, 

University of Oxford 

 

 FAO resilience strategic programme and the contribution of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture in emergencies and to resilience  

Ms Sylvie Wabbes, Liaison and Operations Officer, Strategic Objective 5 Team 

(Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises), FAO 

  

Questions and discussion 

 

11:00-13:00 

 
BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE: AN ISSUE FOR 

EMERGENCY RELIEF? 

  

Seed aid and the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources  

Mr Shawn McGuire, Agricultural Officer, Plant Production and Protection Division, 

FAO 

 

 Animal disease control and the conservation and sustainable use of animal genetic 

resources 
Mr Etienne Bonbon, President, Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission, 

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 

 

 Emergency responses, rehabilitation in fisheries and aquaculture, and the 

conservation and sustainable use for aquatic genetic resources 

Ms Florence Poulain, Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer, Policy, Economics and 

Institutions Branch (FIAP), Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, FAO 

 

 Kenya: Forest emergency relief, risk management, and the conservation and 

sustainable use of forest genetic resources 

Mr William Omondi, Lead Scientist and Seed Technology Consultant, Kenya 

Forestry Research Institute/ a Vice-chair, OECD Forest Seed and Plant Scheme 

Bureau 

Mr Moctar Sacande, Senior Expert Coordination and Technical Support,  

Forestry Department, FAO 

  

Questions and discussion 

 

13:00-14:30         Lunch break  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14:30-17:30 

 
BEYOND EMERGENCY RELIEF: BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE IN A CONTEXT OF CHANGES AND CRISES 

  

Ecosystem-based approach to disaster risk reduction 

Ms Karen Sudmeier-Rieux, Senior Researcher at the University of Lausanne, 

Institute for Earth Science, Switzerland, & IUCN Commission on Ecosystem 

Management 

 

 FAO Environmental and Social management Guidelines and biodiversity for food 

and agriculture 
Mr Mark Davis, Deputy Director a.i., Climate and Environment Division, FAO 

 

 Cook Islands: Post cyclone use of plant genetic resources 

Mr William Wigmore, Director, Research and Development Division, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Cook Islands  

 

 Mexico: Multiple incentives for conservation, resilience and well-being: The 

Biological Corridors experience  

Mr Hesiquio Benitez, Director-General, International Cooperation and 

implementation Division, Mexican Commission for the Knowledge and Use of 

Biodiversity (CONABIO)  

 

 The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture  
Ms Julie Bélanger, Technical Officer (Biodiversity & Environment), Secretariat of 

the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, FAO 

 

Questions and discussion 

 

 Closing remarks 

 

 

http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Karen+Sudmeier-Rieux%22

