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Dear Members of the Bureau, 

Dear colleagues, 
 

 It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the First Session of the Bureau of the Fifteenth 
Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 
 

This has been and still is an important year for the Commission.  

 Thirty years ago the Commission was established by the FAO Conference and, over the 
years, it has become one of the largest FAO bodies. On various occasions the impressive 
list of Commission achievements has been acknowledged this year, in particular by 
Member Countries and the Director-General of FAO at a celebration of the 
Commission’s anniversary held during the week of the Conference in June of this year. 

 The Commission also held its Fourteenth Regular Session during this year, and agreed, 
amongst other things, on the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable 
Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources which the Conference adopted 
subsequently. The Global Plan of Action joins the Commission’s existing action plans on 
plant and animal genetic resources and marks another important milestone in the 
Commission’s history. 

 The Commission also took important decisions with regard to future work, including on 
the preparation of the first report ever on The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food 
and Agriculture, the issue of access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food 
and agriculture and the Commission’s Multi-Year Programme of Work which spans the 
next five regular sessions of the Commission. 

 

 There is one typical feature that is often being stressed when people talk about the 
Commission: the cross-sectoral nature of its work.  The Commission’s mandate, as you all know, 
covers since 1995 all genetic resources for food and agriculture, including animal, plant, 
aquatic, forest, micro-organism and invertebrate genetic resources. In addition, the 
Commission deals with numerous cross-sectoral topics that are equally relevant to agriculture, 
forestry and fishery. This broad mandate has generated a truly multidisciplinary and cross-
sectoral body which requires the expertise from a wide range of disciplines and, within FAO, 
different departments. You will meet at this short Bureau meeting officers from various 
divisions of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department, the Fishery and Aquaculture, 



the Forestry and the Natural Resources Department. The Commission is a good example of how 
the different disciplines and sectors may learn and benefit from each other and how different 
departments of FAO may collaborate to the benefit of our membership. In fact, it has a proven 
track record of successful cross-sectoral and multi-disciplinary collaboration. 

 I mention this feature of multi-disciplinary and cross-sectoral work as it is one important 
rationale of the changes the FAO Conference adopted at its last session. These 
transformational and structural changes will lead in the next biennium (2014/2015) to a new 
cross-sectoral manner of working within FAO. The reviewed Strategic Framework consisting of 
fewer and more cross-cutting Strategic Objectives will drive a goal-oriented mindset within a 
more rigorous results framework. Changes in the organizational structure will be implemented 
to improve coordination and consistency of FAO’s activities in agriculture, fisheries and forestry 
within an overarching natural resources’ context. In organizational terms this will mean that the 
Natural Resources Department, which currently also houses the Commission, will be relocated 
to my position which will be renamed Deputy Director-General, Coordinator for Natural 
Resources. The other technical departments will continue reporting to me.  I am confident that 
these changes which underline the importance as well as the cross-sectoral nature of natural, 
including genetic, resources, will considerably strengthen and support the cross-sectoral and 
multi-disciplinary work of the Commission. 

 With its cross-sectoral and multi-disciplinary approach, with its country-driven 
reporting processes and with its policy instruments, the Commission also aims to contribute to 
awareness-raising and policy change at national and local levels. The state of the world reports 
prepared under the guidance of the Commission aim at the full participation of all relevant 
stakeholders in the preparation of country  reports and the implementation of any follow-up 
action. The way in which Commission reports are prepared and the way in which countries are 
requested to report on the status of their genetic resources and on any action they have taken 
to implement Commission instruments, link the global and the national levels and ensure the 
relevance of Commission products to countries. We are confident that the on-going assessment 
of The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture will facilitate cross-sectoral 
multi-stakeholder dialogues as well as appropriate action at international as well as national 
levels. 

According to the Commission’s Rules of Procedure, the Bureau shall “provide guidance 
to the Secretary with regard to the preparations for, and conduct of, sessions of the 
Commission.” Going through the documents prepared for this meeting, I realized the high 
number of issues you will have to consider in the preparation of the next session during a 
relatively short period of time. I also realized that there is not much time left if the 
Commission’s next session takes place in January 2015 and if one takes into account all the 
intersessional meetings and activities that need to take place between now and the next 
session. A lot of work is ahead of you! I have full confidence, however, that with your guidance 
and the support of your Secretariat, the Fifteenth Regular Session of the Commission will 
become a resounding success. 

I wish you all a productive and successful meeting. 

Thank you. 


