
   
 
Questionnaire 3: Sustainability 

This questionnaire focuses the sustainability of the product and/or production process in terms of 

economic, environmental and socio-cultural dimensions. No output will be provided at the end of this 

questionnaire. The questions should help the actors on the field to think about the possible impacts 

and the sustainability in the middle term of a GI strategy. 
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What proportion of the production area 

is used for the production of the raw 

material? 

During the qualification process, 

if the interests of farmers in 

their product are high, 

mobilization is facilitated and 

the benefits are easier to 

identify. The more the farmers 

are specialised, the more they 

could benefit from product 

protection/promotion. 

a) Low proportion 

Examine the proportion of the production 

area that is used to produce the raw 

material. 

b) Significant proportion, but 

among other activities 

c) Major proportion 
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What is the degree of specialisation of 

processors? 
During the qualification process, 

if the interests of manufacturers 

in their product are high, 

mobilization is facilitated and 

the benefits are easier to 

identify. The more the 

processors are specialised, the 

more they could benefit from 

product protection/promotion. 

a) Processors produce mainly 

this product 

Examine if processors produce only the 

product or several others. 

b) Processors produce several 

other products but the origin-

linked product is particularly 

important to them 

c) Processors produce several 

other products, which have a 

bigger or similar importance 

to them as the origin-linked 

product 
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What proportion of local employment is 

directly or indirectly due to the product? 

The proportion of product-

related employment to total 

employment in the territory is 

an indication of how much the 

production is representative of 

local activities. 

a) Low proportion 

This indicates the importance of the 

product for local employment in the 

territory, thus the importance of the 

product for the local economy and rural 

development. Consider also the 

contribution of the production system to 

job creation and the improvement of 

working conditions. 

b) Significant proportion, but 

among other activities 

c) Major proportion 

d) No major contribution 
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What is the major constraint in terms of 

economic development? 
When considering the 

opportunity of launching an 

origin-linked virtuous circle 

strategy, it is important to 

examine the constraints from 

an economic point of view to 

better define the strategy to 

develop. As GIs are based on 

local know-how, a lack of 

knowledge and human capacity 

could strongly affect the start of 

a virtuous cycle. 

a) Limited increase in volume 

Identify first the major market segment, 

which has the best future potential for 

the product. Examine, in this segment, 

which of the following constraints would 

play a major role. 

b) Limited increase in price 

(paid to the supplier) 

c) Infrastructural constraints 

and access to markets 

d) Human capacity weakness 

and/or lack of knowledge 

and/or labor shortage 

e) No major constraint 
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Please, describe here how, according to you, the development of a GI will help in overcoming the identified 

constraints. 
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What is the most likely economic growth 

for the product following promotion of the 

product?         [possible multiple answer] The economic growth of the 

product and an increase in 

revenues could result from a 

variation in production volumes, 

prices or costs. 

a) Increase in volumes 

Examine which of the following possible 

economic developments of the product is 

most likely to dominate following the start 

of an origin-linked virtuous circle strategy. 

b) Increase in prices 

c) Decrease in costs 
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What is the proportion of self-

consumption? 

A high level of self-consumption 

is an indicator of economic 

underdevelopment of the 

product, and development 

policies should support the 

increase of production together 

with the establishment of 

marketing channels in and 

outside the territory. If self-

consumption is predominant, 

the benefits of creating value on 

the product are not obvious in 

the medium-term. 

a) Low proportion 

Examine what is the share of production 

that is consumed by the producers (an 

estimate is sufficient). 

b) Significant proportion, 

but among other activities 

c) Major proportion 
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What are the trends in national markets? The demand trend for the 

product provides useful 

indications about what may 

encourage its growth. This gives 

indications on the need to 

protect the name and to carry 

out active 

marketing/promotional 

activities. 

a) Sales tend to increase 

Examine what the current trend is for sales 

of the product at a national level. 

b) Sales are stable 

c) Sales are decreasing 
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What are the trends in export markets? The demand trend for the 

product provides useful 

indications on what may 

encourage the product’s 

development. 

a) Sales tend to increase 

This gives an indication of what 

marketing/promotional activities may be 

envisaged with regard to export market. 

b) Sales are stable 

c) Sales are decreasing 
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Is there a potential for joint promotional 

initiatives with other products? 

Synergies may be created by 

promoting the origin-linked 

product together with other 

local promotional initiatives, or 

with other goods or services 

(basket of goods). 

a) Yes, there are several 

origin-linked products and 

producers are willing to join 

efforts 

Examine if in the region there is a 

marketing/promotional strategy based on 

the valorisation of local products. Consider 

also the case of complementary products 

that are traditionally consumed together. 

b) Yes, several products 

could benefit from joint 

promotion, but not much 

has happened yet 

c) The product is the only 

one with origin-linked 

quality 
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Are there quite similar products being 

produced outside the production area? 

The product can co-exist on the 

market with a substitute product 

or one that is very similar or 

identical. If this has been the case 

for a long time, the product may 

have lost specificity and must now 

provide evidence to demonstrate 

what made it different from its 

direct competitors. 

a) Yes 

This queries whether other products with 

very similar characteristics exist and 

consumers are indifferent in purchasing 

one or the other. 

c) No 
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Are the name and/or the image of the 

product used to sell other products? 
If the name is used for different 

products (manufactured outside 

the production area, with a 

different recipe but using the same 

distinctive shape) - creating 

usurpation, imitation and 

deception of consumers, the 

protection of the product will have 

an attractive economic impacts. 

a) Yes, and competitors 

are mainly located 

outside the territory 

This queries whether the name and/or 

image, which designate the origin-linked 

product, are used to sell competitor 

products. Also consider the case of misuses. 

b) Yes, and the problem is 

mainly due to 

competitors located in 

the territory with unfair 

practices 

c) Not at all 
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Is the region itself well-known and/or a 

tourist attraction? If the region is well known, its 

reputation will support product 

growth and tourists will support 

the promotion. 

b) Yes, tourism is 

important 

There are greater spill-over effects and 

synergies between the product and the 

region when the region in itself is an 

attraction. 

c) Yes tourism is 

somewhat developed 

d) Not at all 

R
e

gi
st

ra
ti

o
n

 

e1
4

 

Thinking about registering a geographical 

indication, what would be the type of 

name (identifier) you would register? 

[possible multiple answer] 

There are many types of identifiers 

constituting a GI. Names and 

representations that refer to a 

place are frequently used by local 

stakeholders and consumers to 

identify the particular origin of 

products. The identifier may also 

not be strictly a geographical name 

but a traditional one. However, in 

order to strengthen the local 

community, it is important that all 

stakeholders (including local 

consumers) accept and recognize 

the name. 

a) A geographical name 

(e.g. Limón de Pica and 

Coffee of Kintamani Bali) 

This question examines what type of 

specific name (in case there is one) 

identifies the product for local 

stakeholders, including consumers. It is 

important to define whether consumers 

associate an identity to the name and to 

identify the opportunities for and 

constraints in protecting such an identifier. 

b) A non-geographic 

name (e.g. Feta) 

c) Identifier of a variety or 

a breed 

d) Not relevant because 

already registered or 

there is no intention to 

register a name 
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Do consumers recognize a link between 

the name of the product and the territory 

or production area? 

The identity conferred to the 

product by consumers is a very 

important point to argue that the 

product is not generic. If the name 

is generic, but there is evidence 

that the production in a given 

region gives the product certain 

specificity, the name may be 

relocated. 

a) Yes 

This can be demonstrated by carrying out 

consumer studies. Evidence can also be 

found in cases of misuse of the name, or if 

there is a crucial interest/benefit for 

consumers and producers in protecting a 

product and the use of its name. 

c) No, or don't know 
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Is there already a distinctive sign that 

makes consumers recognize the specificity 

of the product? 

A distinctive sign reinforces the 

differentiation of the product from 

the consumer’s point of view. 

Protecting the distinctive sign can 

strengthen consumers' trust in the 

product. Perhaps by changing to a 

more effective labelling of the 

product, there will be a strong 

qualification of the product. 

a) Yes 

This may include a particular label, 

logotype, image, packaging, or the use of a 

specific shape for the container. 

c) No 
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Is there a system of food safety 

management in place that addresses food 

safety concerns? 

A product can only be marketed if: 

1) a system that prevents food 

safety hazards at all stages of the 

value chain is established; 2) the 

product complies with mandatory 

safety requirements/legislation 

(national, international for export, 

customer specific). 

a) Yes 

Are measures that prevent food safety 

hazards from arising along the value chain 

of the product? 

b) Yes, but partially 

c) No 
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Is the product traceable along the value 

chain? 

Traceability is important in terms 

of consumer trust and product 

development, and it is necessary in 

order to prove the geographical 

origin of the product, and the 

observance of other requisites of 

the code of practice. Traceability is 

also of concern for authorities and 

businesses who are charged with 

recalls and/or delimiting the 

spread of a hazard through a value 

chain. 

a) Yes, along the whole 

process 

Examine if the information regarding the 

whole production process and the value 

chain participants involved is available. 

Take into consideration the origin of raw 

material (pooling in case of very small 

producers), the location and timing of 

production and transformation and the 

identity of value chain actors. 

 b) Yes, but only for part 

of the process  

 c) No, not yet  
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Do farmers follow sustainable agricultural 

practices? 

Good agricultural practices play a 

significant role in the preservation 

of natural resources that 

contribute to the product 

specificity. 

a) Yes, they are certified 

with good agricultural 

practices following a 

specific standard 

Good agricultural practices can be defined as a 

reasoned use of inputs and the preservation of 

natural resources. They are sustainable either 

as a result of traditions or because producers 

follow specific standards. 

b) Yes, their agricultural 

practices are traditionally 

sustainable 

c) Not all agricultural 

practices are sustainable 
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Please, describe here what are the sustainable practices followed by farmers. 
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Do the production and/or 

processing practices contribute to 

the conservation of natural 

resources? 

Soil and water 

conservation play a 

crucial role in the 

sustainability of natural 

resources. The 

contribution of 

agricultural practices 

and processing systems 

linked to the product is 

strong because they 

affect these resources. 

a) Yes, there is a positive contribution 

Examine if the product has a positive 

or a negative impact in terms of the 

conservation of soil, the availability 

of drinking water or forests. Also 

consider the carbon footprint. 

b) Yes, but the positive contribution is weak 

and/or tends to decrease 

c) There doesn’t appear to be an effect 

d) There is generally a negative effect 
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Do the production and economic 

activities linked to the product have 

a positive impact in terms of the 

landscape? 

When a product has a 

positive impact in terms 

of landscape, the 

valorization of the 

product may enhance 

landscape preservation. 

a) Yes, with respect to the major components of 

the landscape 

Examine this in terms of the 

contribution to the preservation of 

characteristic and valuable 

landscapes or forests that are under- 

or over-exploited. Groves, trees, 

hedgerows, horticulture laid out in 

terraces or agro-forestry approaches 

should also be considered. 

b) Yes, with respect to some components of the 

landscape 

c) No effect on the landscape is evident 

d) The effect tends to damage the landscape 
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Do the product and its production 

system contribute to preserve wild 

or agricultural biodiversity? The conservation of 

wild and agricultural 

biodiversity plays a 

crucial role in the 

sustainability of natural 

resources. It is 

necessary to assess 

whether the agricultural 

production systems 

related to the product 

impact these resources. 

a) Yes, with respect to major components 

Consider whether the 

production/processing of the 

product facilitate the preservation of 

undomesticated fauna and 

uncultivated flora. It is important to 

identify if the production contributes 

to maintain an adequate habitat for 

the concerned populations (e.g. 

hedgerows for pollinators and 

natural enemies). 

b) Yes, with respect to some components 

c) Not in a significant manner 

d) They tend to damage wild or agricultural 

biodiversity 
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Do the product and its production 

system contribute to preserve any 

endangered species or varieties? 

The safeguarding of 

endangered species is a 

global issue for the 

preservation of 

biodiversity. It is 

necessary to assess 

whether the agricultural 

production systems 

related to the product 

impact these resources. 

a) Yes, they involve in a significant manner 

endangered breeds or varieties in a positive way 

This queries if the product involves 

any population of organisms which 

are at risk of becoming extinct. 

Consider also domestic species, both 

flora and fauna. 

b) Yes, they may involve some endangered 

species, but not systematically and not always 

positively 

c) Not in a significant manner 

d) They tend to harm endangered species or 

varieties 
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 Does the product or the production 

system contribute to preserve a 

It is important to assess 

whether the agricultural 

production systems are 

affecting traditional or 

a) Yes, strongly 



particularly traditional or fragile 

ecosystem? 

fragile resources. Their 

preservation is 

fundamental and could 

create synergies with 

the product 

valorization. Examples of particularly traditional 

and fragile ecosystems include 

certain marshes and uplands. They 

represent places with high ecological 

value which have a specific 

equilibrium to be preserved.  

 b) Yes, weakly  

 c) No link is evident  

 d) On the contrary, they tend to damage the 

ecosystem  
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Do the products, local 

varieties/breeds or the 

associated farming/processing 

practices encourage the use of 

the local language or local 

wording? 

Local language or specific wording 

represents an important cultural 

heritage and an asset that is anchored in 

a geographical area. Conservation of a 

local language could strengthen the 

belonging sense of a community. 

a) Yes, a specific local language 

or wording is used by all the 

producers in the designation of 

the product or its practices 

Examine the contribution of the 

product and its system to the 

revalorization of the local 

language and thereby its 

heritage. 

b) Yes, but the specific local 

language or wording is only used 

by some of the producers 

c) Not at all 
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Are knowledge, knowhow and 

traditional practices related to 

the production, processing 

and/or cooking of the product 

transmitted well to younger 

generations? 

Formal mechanisms could, for example, 

include, educational initiatives 

developed by local groups or civil society 

organizations, which focus on 

transmitting to younger generations the 

importance of preserving local 

knowledge and identity associated with 

the product (e.g. compilation of 

traditional recipes, taste education, 

school gardens, composition of songs 

associated with the production or 

preparation of the products, etc.). The 

preservation of traditional knowledge 

plays a fundamental role in the social 

welfare of local communities and in 

know-how preservation. 

a) Yes, strongly 

Examine if the local traditional 

knowledge linked to the 

product risks disappearing 

because of a lack of informal or 

formal transmission 

mechanisms to younger 

generations, and assess 

whether the product 

strengthens this traditional 

knowledge. 

b) Yes, but weakly 

c) Not at all 
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Have the product-linked 

communities maintained 

strong and diverse culinary 

traditions associated with the 

product? 

The preservation of culinary traditions 

plays a fundamental role in the social 

welfare of local communities and 

represents an important asset to 

promote the product as a flagship for the 

territory. It is important to assess 

whether the product could strengthen 

these traditions, and if so, how to make 

them survive and endure. 

a) Yes, strongly 

Examine if there are any specific 

local dishes, recipes, 

ceremonies, customs, 

traditional eating occasions, etc. 

linked to the product. 

b) Yes, weakly 

c) Not at all 
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Can the production area be 

considered as a remote area 

and as being very dependent 

on the product (for lack of 

alternatives)? 
The impacts of the origin-linked virtuous 

circle strategy may be even more 

important in the case of regions that are 

lacking development opportunities. 

a) Yes 

Can the production area be 

considered as a remote area 

and as being very dependent on 

the product (for lack of 

alternatives)? 

b) No 
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Are human right respected 

along the value chain? 

Human right, through the assuring life, 

liberty and security of people, can assure 

the free initiative of people thus 

promoting social and economic 

development. 

a) Yes 

Examine if human right are 

respected all along the value 

chain. Is there any kind of 

discrimination due to race, 

color, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, 

national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status? 

b) No 
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How decent are the working 

conditions in production and 

along the value-chain? 
Decent work sums up the aspirations of 

people in their working lives. It involves 

opportunities for work that are 

productive and provide a fair income, 

security in the workplace and social 

protection for families, better prospects 

for personal development and social 

integration, freedom for people to 

express their concerns, organize and 

participate in the decisions that affect 

their lives and equality of opportunity 

and treatment for all women and men. 

Decent work conditions contribute to 

the sustainability of a 

farming/processing system over time. 

a) Workers have low wages, jobs 

are insecure, workers often 

experience accidents or health 

problems from work, women 

and men do not have equal 

opportunities or children below 

the minimum age work 

Examine if jobs for the youth, 

women and men in this value 

chain provide a fair income, job 

security and social security. Do 

workers have safe and healthy 

working conditions and the 

freedom to organize? Is there 

equality of opportunity and 

treatment for all women and 

men? Examine if children under 

the minimum age for 

employment (generally 14) are 

engaged in work, or if children 

over the minimum age but 

under 18 are engaged in work 

that is likely to harm their 

health, safety or morals. 

b) Workers may be paid 

adequately, but sometimes have 

accidents or illness from work or 

children below the minimum age 

work occasionally or there is not 

always equity between men and 

women 

c) Workers are paid adequately 

and have safe working 

conditions. Women and men 

have equal opportunities and no 

children below the minimum age 

work 
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Are women, youth, minority 

groups or other vulnerable 

groups, who play a role in the 

production system and value 

chain, actively involved in the 

decision-making processes? 

Active participation of these groups, 

especially in the decision-making 

process, contributes to a sustainable 

reproduction of social and cultural 

components and the achievement of a 

quality virtuous circle. These groups may 

be knowledgeable about traditional 

practices and specific knowhow. Their 

involvement could facilitate the 

promotion of traditional and cultural 

heritage, reinforcing the sense of local 

identity and self-esteem. Their 

involvement in the decision-making 

process could help ensure that the gains 

from this virtuous circle are equitable 

distributed, and that development meets 

the needs of the community. 

Additionally, it could contribute to the 

empowerment of disadvantaged 

populations. 

a) Yes, some of these groups play 

a role in the production or value 

chain, and are actively involved 

in the decision-making processes 

Examine the active participation 

in the production system and 

value chain of the following 

groups: small producers; 

working poor; women; unskilled 

workers; youth; disabled; older 

workers; minority groups; 

migrant workers; other 

disadvantaged groups. 

b) Some of these groups play a 

role in the production or value 

chain, but they are not actively 

involved in the decision-making 

processes 

c) None of these groups play a 

role in the production or value 

chain processes 

 

 

 

 

 

 


