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Highlights of the week

From August 2012, AP Weekly Price Monitor team has adjusted the criteria to 
�ag unusual price movements. 

On a weekly  basis, nominal price changes below  5 percent  are considered 
“stable”.  On a monthly basis, nominal price changes below 10 percent are 
considered “stable”. On an annual basis, nominal price changes below 25 
percent are considered “stable”.

These modi�cations are re�ected in the price and policy section, as well as the 
monthly highlights.

Over the past week, staple food commodity prices remained relatively stable in 
most countries except for the following:

- In Bangladesh, chicken prices fell by 7 percent.

- Rice prices in Cambodia and Viet Nam increased by 10 and 8 percent, respec-
tively.

- In India, wheat prices increased by 7 percent.

For further details, please refer to the section on “Price and policy information at 
country level”.

Policy Prices
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The Government of India has taken several measures to increase availability and 
access of institutional credit to farmers, such as (i) setting an annual target for 
the �ow of credit to the agriculture sector of INR 5.75 trillion (USD 103 billion); 
(ii) implementation of an interest subvention scheme for short-term crop loans 
up to IND 300,000 (USD 5,300); (iii) advising banks (public and private) to waive 
security requirements for agricultural loans; and (iv) issuing credit cards.

Weather conditions
In China, according to the national crop pest monitoring and report-
ing network, rice plant hoppers were detected in over 260 million mu 
(17.33 million hectares) of rice crops, 50 percent higher than the same 
period last year. Recently the Ministry of Finance and the MOA 
allocated an additional CYN 200 million (USD 31.75 million) in subsi-
dies to assist pest control e�orts (Xinhua, 28 August 2012). 

Seasonal monsoon rainfalls across Pakistan continue with expected 
�ooding occurring, especially in the northern areas. While the 
situation has largely folded out, provinces remain on high alert for 
�ooding. The government’s contingency plan remains prepared 
considering a caseload of 29 million people a�ected by severe climate 
conditions (International Federation of Red Cross, 29 August 2012). 

Tropical Storm Kai-Tak (Helen) made landfall in Isabela province on the 
north-eastern coast of the Philippines on 15 Aug 2012, bringing heavy 
rains that caused �ash �oods and �ooding. As of today, the govern-
ment has provided food assistance to a�ected families. Agriculture 
and �sheries damages were recorded at PHP 15.5 million (USD 
367,000) (Government of the Philippines, 29 August 2012). 
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Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

                       AFGHANISTAN, Kabul (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Data sources: Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock and World Food Programme (WFP).

31 August 2012

 BANGLADESH, Dhaka (27 August 2012)Week of 20-Aug-12  % change   
Food item  Market Price (LAK/ kg) 1 week 1 month 3 months 1 year

Rice glutinous Vientiane  5,200  0.0% -25.7% -25.7% -25.7%
Rice ordinary Vientiane  7,500  0.0% 7.1% 7.1% 7.1%

Beef (2nd quality) Vientiane  45,800  0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 20.5%
Pork (2nd quality) Vientiane  29,700  0.0% -7.2% -7.2% -12.6%

Chicken Vientiane  41,300  0.0% -8.2% -8.2% 3.3%
increase ¯ decrease ®   stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)      

Staple food prices in Kabul market have remained relatively 
stable over the past week.

- However, wheat prices are 11 percent above those observed 
three months ago.

Week of 27-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(AFA/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k*

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar
Rice local       Kabul 41.0 -2.4% 1.9% -0.6% 22.4%

Wheat   Kabul 17.8 -3.8% 9.7% 11.0% -5.1%

Maize      Kabul 20.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 9.6%

Chicken Kabul 125.0 -3.8% -2.0% -2.0% -7.4%

Cooking oil (AFA/Lt) Kabul 87.0 -1.1% -0.9% 2.4% 3.0%

% change

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

*Most recent price data available from 13- Aug-2012
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Staple food prices in Dhaka market have remained relatively 
stable over the past week, except for chicken prices that fell by 7 
percent.

Country Highlights

Policy+

 BANGLADESH, Dhaka (27 August 2012)Week of 20-Aug-12  % change   
Food item  Market Price (LAK/ kg) 1 week 1 month 3 months 1 year

Rice glutinous Vientiane  5,200  0.0% -25.7% -25.7% -25.7%
Rice ordinary Vientiane  7,500  0.0% 7.1% 7.1% 7.1%

Beef (2nd quality) Vientiane  45,800  0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 20.5%
Pork (2nd quality) Vientiane  29,700  0.0% -7.2% -7.2% -12.6%

Chicken Vientiane  41,300  0.0% -8.2% -8.2% 3.3%
increase ¯ decrease ®   stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)      

Retail nominal prices

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture.

31 August 2012

The government provides price support to farmers through a 
procurement programme that buys rice and paddy during the 
Boro season which account for 56 percent of the annual paddy 
production. The programme started in 3 May with a new 
procurement target (1 MMT) until 30 September 2012. As of 8 
August, 0.7 MMT had been procured and 0.9 MMT had been 
contracted (Fortnightly Foodgrain Outlook 101, 29 August 
2012).
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weekly data

Rice (coarse) Wheat (flour) Chicken boiler Soybean Oil

Week of 27-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(BDT/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Coarse rice        Dhaka 29.0 0.0% 1.3% 1.8% -12.1%

Wheat flour Dhaka 31.0 0.0% 6.9% 6.4% 19.2%

Chicken broiler Dhaka 162.5 -7.1% 1.6% -7.1% -16.5%

Soybean oil (BDT/lt) Dhaka 121.0 -1.2% -0.8% -0.1% 8.5%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

% change
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 31 August 2012

CAMBODIA, Phnom Penh (27 August 2012)
Wholesale nominal prices

Asia Paci�c Weekly Price Monitor
Regional O�ce for Asia and the Paci�c

Staple food prices in Phnom Penh market have remained 
relatively stable over the past week, except for rice prices (mix 
varieties) that increased by 10 percent from the previous week 
and were 22 and 13 percent higher than those observed a 
month and three months ago, respectively.
 

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries. 
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Weekly data

Rice (mix)* Rice milled (Phkar Khney) Rice (Neangminh) Soybean

Week of 27-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(KHR/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar
Rice (mix)           Phnom Pehn 2,200 10%* 22.2% 12.8% 1.1%

Rice (Phkar Khney)           Phnom Pehn 2,700 0.0% -1.8% 1.9% 1.9%

Rice (Neangminh)     Phnom Pehn 2,200 0.0% -8.3% 0.0% -10.2%

Chicken Phnom Pehn 20,000 0.0% -7.0% -9.1% -14.9%

Soybean oil Phnom Pehn 6,500 0.0% -2.3% 0.0% -3.3%

% change

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

*Most recent price data available from 13- Aug-2012
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CHINA, Beijing (27 August 2012)
Retail and wholesale nominal prices

31 August 2012
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Staple food prices in Beijing market have remained relatively 
stable over the past year.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Data source: Beijing Municipal Bureau of Grain.

Week of 27-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(RMB/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Non-Glutinous Rice            Beijing 5.2 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% -2.2%

Fuqiang Wheat Flour     Beijing 3.6 0.0% 0.0% -0.1% 3.2%

Chicken (w) Beijing 14.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% -6.7%

Soybean oil RMB/lt Beijing 11.8 -0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 2.8%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

% change
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Staple food prices in Fiji market have remained relatively stable 
over the past week.

Still, corn, cassava and dalo-tausala prices were 70, 30, and 26 
percent above the levels observed a month ago. The main 
reason behind this situation is a sudden decline in market 
supply.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Fiji, National Average (13 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Data source: Department of Agriculture.

31 August 2012

Week of 13-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(FJD/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Corn National av 1.7 -0.6% 69.0% NA -24.7%

Cassava National av 0.9 -4.1% 29.2% 25.3% 30.1%

Dalo-tausala taro National av 1.4 -2.1% 26.1% 34.6% 34.0%

% change

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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Staple food prices in Delhi market have remained relatively 
stable over the past week, except for wheat that increased by 7 
percent over the past week and remained 13 percent higher 
than the prices registered a month ago.

Country Highlights

NA
Policy+

INDIA, Delhi (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Data source: Ministry of Consumer A�airs and Public Food Distribution.

31 August 2012

Week of 27-Aug-12

Food item Market

Price 
(INR/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Rice            New Delhi 25.0 0.0% 4.2% 1.0% 4.2%

Wheat     New Delhi 17.0 6.3% 13.3% 9.7% 13.3%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

% change
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31 August 2012

INDONESIA, National Average (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Asia Paci�c Weekly Price Monitor
Regional O�ce for Asia and the Paci�c

Staple food prices in Indonesia have remained relatively stable 
since mid 2011, with the exception of chicken prices which were 
11 percent above their levels observed three months ago.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Data source: Ministry of Trade.
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Rice (medium quality) Wheat flour Soybean (local)

Week of 27-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(IDR/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Rice (medium quality) National av 8,044 0.1% 0.7% 1.8% 12.2%

Wheat flour     National av 7,725 -0.2% 1.8% 2.1% 1.0%

Chicken National av 26,812 -1.1% -0.3% 8.1% 1.6%

Soybean (local) National av 9,636 -0.2% 6.8% 7.2% 9.2%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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LAO PDR, Vientiane (20 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices
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 Staple food prices in Vientiane market have remained relatively 
stable over the past week.

- However, glutinous rice prices were 26 percent below those 
registered a year ago.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Data source: Ministry of Industry and Commerce.

8

Week of 20-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(LAK/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Rice glutinous Vientiane 5,200   0.0% -25.7% -25.7% -25.7%

Rice ordinary Vientiane 7,500    0.0% 7.1% 7.1% 7.1%

Beef (2nd quality) Vientiane 45,800 0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 20.5%

Pork (2nd quality) Vientiane 29,700    0.0% -7.2% -7.2% -12.6%

Chicken Vientiane 41,300 0.0% -8.2% -8.2% 3.3%

↑increase ↓ decrease →   stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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Weekly data
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31 August 2012

MYANMAR, Yangon and Mandalay (27 August 2012)
Wholesale nominal prices

Asia Paci�c Weekly Price Monitor
Regional O�ce for Asia and the Paci�c

Staple food prices in Yangon and Mandalay markets remained 
stable over the past week.

However, wheat, maize, groundnut oil and soybean prices 
remained 14, 13, 14 and 12 percent above the levels observed a 
month ago, respectively.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

Data source: E-Trade Myanmar.

Week of 27-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(MMK/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar
Rice (Manawthukha FQ)            Yangon 347 2.0% 6.3% 6.5% -3.5%

Wheat (Monywa Origin) Mandalay 604 -2.5% 13.9% 19.0% 38.7%

Maize     Mandalay 333 -0.2% 12.5% 36.3% 93.9%

Groundnut oil (Special) Yangon 3,036 2.4% 14.2% 19.6% 43.8%

Soybean (Theik pan) Yangon 590 -1.0% 12.4% 13.7% 26.2%

Palm oil Mandalay 1,062 1.8% -1.2% 0.5% 1.1%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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Weekly data

Rice (Manawthukha FQ) Maize Wheat (Monywa Origin)
Groundnut oil (Special) Soybean (Theik pan) Palm oil
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31 August 2012

Asia Paci�c Weekly Price Monitor
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Staple food prices in Karachi market remained stable over the 
past week.

Country Highlights

NA

Policy+

PAKISTAN, Karachi (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Data source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
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Weekly data

Rice (basmati)* Rice (IRRI) Wheat Wheat (flour)

Week of 27-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(PKR/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Rice (basmati) Karachi 66.5 0.1% -0.5% -0.5% 19.5%

Rice (IRRI) Karachi 48.9 0.1% 1.1% 1.8% 8.4%

Wheat    Karachi 28.1 1.0% 3.5% 4.0% 9.6%

Wheat flour Karachi 30.8 1.7% 0.3% -0.5% 4.9%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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 PHILIPPINES, National average and Metro Manila (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Asia Paci�c Weekly Price Monitor
Regional O�ce for Asia and the Paci�c

Country Highlights

Policy+

Data source: Department of Agriculture.

Staple food prices in the Philippines have remained largely 
stable since early 2011. 

NA

Week of 27-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(PHP/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar
Rice  (regular milled)* National av 32.6 0.1% 1.0% 1.6% 3.7%

Rice  (well milled)* National av 35.8 0.1% 1.1% 1.5% 2.5%

Corn (white)* National av 19.4 -1.4% -1.0% -1.8% -2.0%

Rice  (regular milled) Metro Manila 30.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Rice  (well milled) Metro Manila 35.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)

*Most recent price data available from 20-Aug-2012
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Staple food prices in the Hanoi were relatively stable over the 
past week.

- Rice prices fell by 8 percent over the past week but have 
remained relatively stable from levels observed a month and a 
year ago.

Country Highlights

NA
Policy+

VIET NAM, Hanoi (27 August 2012)
Retail nominal prices

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.
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Weekly data

Rice (ordinary) Maize Pork

Week of 27-Aug-12 % change

Food item Market

Price 
(VND/ 

kg) 1 
w

ee
k

1 
m

on
th

3 
m

on
th

s

1 
ye

ar

Rice ordinary Hanoi 13,000 8.3% 2.0% 2.6% 0.9%

Maize     Hanoi 12,000 0.0% 0.0% 14.3% 33.3%

Pork Hanoi 50,000 0.0% -9.1% -2.4% -24.5%

↑increase ↓ decrease → stable  (+/-5% in a weekly basis),(+/-10 % in a monthly basis), and (+/-25% in an annual basis)
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