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1 BACKGROUND 

As part of the second Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, eight nations in Southeast Asia 
engaged in consultative processes to draft country papers aimed at forecasting the future of forestry 
to 2020.  Subregional and regional level reports for Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region 
respectively were also completed.1  FAO was requested by the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission to 
provide support in disseminating the findings of the study with a focus on strategic planning, 
rationalization of forest policies, and re-orientation of policies to meet emerging challenges in 
forestry. 

ASEAN and FAO jointly organised the workshop for country representatives to discuss major issues 
and develop policy guidance on the basis of information collected during the outlook study and other 
wide-ranging forestry-related initiatives.   

2 OBJECTIVES 

The workshop aimed to advance strategic planning in Southeast Asian forestry on the basis of studies 

completed under the Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, and produce related policy briefs 

and recommendations. 

3 PARTNERS AND PARTICIPANTS 

The workshop was organized by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat and 
the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific with support from the European Forest Institute – EU 
FLEGT Asia Programme, ADB GMS Environmental Operations Center, GIZ, ITTO and the Asia-Pacific 
Association of Forestry Research Institutions (APAFRI). 

Participants will included representatives from Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. Self financing participants from Brunei and Singapore were 
also invited but were not able to attend. 

The FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific facilitated the workshop together with resource 
persons from partner agencies. 

The meeting was held at the Suriwongse Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

4 WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

The workshop aimed to develop policy briefs based on five thematic areas by proceeding through 
staged discussions and activities on key drivers of change and the regional forestry outlook, priority 
thematic areas and proposed policy responses, and the appropriateness of current national forest 
policies in relation to the proposed responses. 

The workshop began with opening remarks from ASEAN Secretariat and FAO. 

4.1 Opening remarks given by Pouchamarn Wongsanga (ASEAN 

Secretariat) 

 
Dr. Patrick Durst and Mr. Jeremy Broadhead of FAO 
 
Distinguished participants from the ASEAN Member States; 
 
Distinguished representatives from Supporting Partners, 
 

                                                 
1
 See: http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/forestry-outlook 

http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/forestry-outlook
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Ladies and Gentlemen; 
 
Good morning. 
 
Welcome to the ASEAN-FAO Workshop on Strategic Planning for Southeast Asian Forestry, which will 
be held on 21-23 March 2012 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
 
It is indeed an honour and privilege for me to speak on behalf of the ASEAN Secretariat at the 
opening of the workshop today. 
 
At the outset, allow me to express my appreciation to the co-organiser – FAO, with support from the 
European Forest Institute - EU FLEGT Asia Programme, ADB GMS Environmental Operations Center 
and APAFRI. 
 
As introduced earlier by Jeremy, this workshop is a follow-up to the Second Asia-Pacific Forestry 
Sector Outlook Study. The aim of the workshop is to explore means by which future developments 
affecting forestry can be addressed through national strategies and policies.  
 
Recognising the critical importance and contribution of the forestry sector in sustainable 
development, ASEAN Community building and attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
as well as issues and challenges faced by the forestry sector in realising the shared vision of an ASEAN 
Community, where its peoples are outward-looking and living in peace, stability and prosperity, 
ASEAN Cooperation on Forestry is therefore very important. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, this workshop is a good opportunity that brings together government, civil 
society and private sector representatives from Southeast Asian countries to discuss major issues and 
develop policy briefs on the basis of the findings of the outlook study.  
 
The Outlook and Prospect of Forestry Sector in Southeast Asia together with the outcomes from this 
workshop will be presented by FAO at the ASEAN Special Ministerial Meeting on Forestry, which 
planned to be organised at the end of August 2012. 
 
I wish to thank FAO that had made it possible to bring participants nominated by ASEAN Member 
States, as well as participants coming from civil society and private sector, funded by the supporting 
organisations stated above. 
  
With this remarks, I wish all of participants active participation and deliberation and a successful 
workshop. Thank you. 

 

4.2 Opening remarks given by Patrick Durst (FAO) 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to welcome you today to the workshop on Strategic Planning for Southeast Asian 
Forestry.  The FAO team and I are very pleased to be here after several months planning and we’re 
also pleased that this workshop has received such firm support from the participating countries, from 
the ASEAN Secretariat, the ADB supported Greater Mekong Subregion economic cooperation 
programme, the European Forestry Institute and the EU Forest Law Enforcement Governance and 
Trade programme, GIZ, the FAO Philippines, Non-legally binding instrument project, the International 
Tropical Timber Organization and USAID.  We are also pleased to have with us representatives of the 
ASEAN Secretariat and the Chair of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry. 
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With this workshop we are aiming to advance strategic planning in Southeast Asian forestry using the 
Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study as a foundation.  The outlook study was launched at the 
23rd meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission in Bhutan in June 2010.  The study includes 
country papers from the eight Southeast nations represented here today and a Subregional report 
for Southeast Asia, all of which are available here today.  The outlook study is now in the final stages 
of completion and we hope that this workshop, along with others already held for the South Pacific 
and South Asia, will help to disseminate the information collated and processed during the four or so 
years over which the outlook study ran.  At this workshop we’re going to review some of the major 
developments in the Asia-Pacific region and discuss how they will affect forestry and what the most 
appropriate ways to respond are. 

At the moment the Asia-Pacific region is going through yet another period of unprecedented change 
and although this region continues to grow rapidly and show huge resilience, we’ve yet to see a 
robust advance out of the global economic slowdown and this could still threaten the Asia-Pacific 
region.  At the same time, climate change has become a top priority and pressures on forest 
resources continue to rise.  With increased attention to climate change – both with respect to 
adaptation and mitigation – and with the growing international importance of forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade, there are new opportunities for forestry to divert attention 
away from a singular focus on timber extraction and towards greater provision of environmental 
services, and truly sustainable forest management.   

During this meeting, we’ll be reviewing drivers of change in forestry and determining thematic 
priorities for the subregion’s forestry sector.  You’ll assess how well your national forest policies are 
aligned to new demands and whether any gaps or necessary adjustments.   

In most countries in the Asia-Pacific region, forest policy calls for implementation of sustainable 
forest management and has done for more than a decade and two decades in many cases.  
Implementation has, however, faltered due to insufficient allocation of resources, low institutional 
capacity and, in some cases, lack of consultation and consensus and lack of stakeholder support in 
the face of other local and national priorities.  Many countries are now beginning to turn a corner, 
however, and are putting considerable effort and funding into forest conservation and rehabilitation 
– not just for environmental reasons but also to increase wood production and fuel economic 
growth. 

To get to this point takes innovation, trust and consensus, political will, financing and... work. 

On the final day of the workshop you’ll finding out why we are calling this a WORKshop when we’ll 
be asking you to draft policy briefs on specific issues developed during the first two days.  We hope 
that these briefs will provide a foundation for future forestry development in the subregion and 
especially in relation to the current proposals to hold a special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 
Forestry which will tentatively be held later this year in Korea.  

The workshop agenda is a full one and, as well as being informative, I hope that the next three days 
will provide a chance for some positive interaction and entertainment - and on Friday, I hope we will 
have been able to move a step forward in forest sector planning and that this will be the beginning of 
deepening region-wide efforts to manage the region’s forests in a more strategic, responsive and 
sustainable manner. 

Thank you all again for coming. 

4.3 Day 1 – The outlook to 2020 

Following opening remarks, the workshop began with a presentation on ‘Strategic planning in 
forestry and the outlook for forestry in the Asia-Pacific region’ by Patrick Durst, FAO Senior Forestry 
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Officer for Asia and the Pacific.  A presentation on the ‘Outlook for forestry in Southeast Asia’ was 
then given by Jeremy Broadhead of FAO and this was followed by presentations on the ‘Outlook for 
tropical timber’ by Fran Maplesden of ITTO and ‘Changing markets and in-country requirements due 
to FLEGT, Lacey Act and public procurement policies’ by Alec Hinrichs of EFI FLEGT Asia.  Copies of 

the presentations are included in Section 6. 

A discussion of drivers of change in forestry followed the presentations and participants then 
identified the most important drivers of change in forestry in their own countries.  The most 
important drivers of change for the ASEAN region were then identified as follows: 

1. Changing patterns of demand for forest products. 

2. Investment in rural development and infrastructure. 

3. Environmental issues, climate change, environmental shocks. 

4. Cross cutting: Governance, politics and policies, science and technology, civil society 

pressure and poverty. 

Participants then divided into three groups to discuss the potential impacts of the key regional 
drivers of change on key areas in forestry  

1. Forest resources and forest products production,  

2. Protection forests and provision of environmental services,  

3. Forestry policies and institutions  

Brief presentations of the results of the discussions were provided by each group using flip charts. 

In the final session of the day, participants and facilitators/resource persons prioritised five 
important thematic areas for forestry to 2020 as follows: 

1. Planning responsible investments in forest areas 

2. Civil society participation in forestry 

3. Legal forest products trade 

4. Rural development through forestry 

5. Regional cooperation on international agreements affecting forestry 

4.4 Day 2 – Policy responses 

On the second day, national forest policies and recent policy statements were reviewed by country 
groups in relation to the five thematic areas developed on day 1 to identify gaps where major issues 
were not addressed.  Country groups were then asked to develop policy responses in relation to one 
or more of the thematic priorities considering the following points: 

 What is the current situation? 

 What is your proposal? 

 Who will be responsible for implementation? 

 What are costs and benefits and to whom? 

 Who will pay? 

 Who will receive benefits? 

 What social and environmental impacts are likely? 

 Who will monitor?  
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 What are the risks? 

Country groups then presented their proposals in seven minute time slots with seven minutes for 
questions from the floor aimed at critically assessing the feasibility of the proposals in light of other 

considerations.  Copies of the presentations are included in Section 6 

4.5 Day 3 - Drafting 

The day began with a presentations by Ms. Pouchmarn Wongsanga (ASEAN Secretariat) on ‘ASEAN 
forestry policy and cooperation’ and ‘ASEAN multi-sectoral framework on climate change: agriculture 
and forestry towards food security.’  An open session on ‘Policy briefs – why, what and for whom?’ 
was then facilitated by Mr. Patrick Durst.  During the presentation Mr Durst touched on various 
points regarding the need for effective communications with decision makers and the use of policy 
briefs for this purpose. 

Participants then split into four teams to draft policy briefs in relation to four of the five thematic 
areas, taking into account the issues highlighted in the previous day’s presentation and assessment 
of proposals.  The four thematic priorities addressed were as follows: 

1. Planning responsible investments in forest areas 

2. Civil society participation in forestry  

3. Legal forest products trade 

4. Regional cooperation on international agreements affecting forestry 

The briefs were presented during the final plenary. where facilitators were able to and also made 
assessments on the quality of the briefs. The workshop organisers and resource persons make 
comments and judged the briefs.  Following a brief consultation, a prize was awarded to group 2 for 
their proposal on ‘Civil society participation in forestry.’ 

Lastly, participants were informed of financing mechanisms to support countries in addressing 
priority forestry issues by FAO, ITTO and USAID. 

The workshop ended with some closing remarks from Mr. Patrick Durst. 
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5 WORKSHOP AGENDA 

DAY 1 (Wednesday 21 March) 

THE OUTLOOK TO 2020 

8:00-8:30 Registration  

8:30-8:45 Opening remarks ASEAN, FAO 

8:45-9:05 Strategic planning in forestry and the regional outlook P. Durst (FAO) 

9:05-9:25 The Southeast Asian forestry outlook J. Broadhead (FAO) 

9:35-9:50 The outlook for tropical timber F. Maplesden (ITTO) 

9:50-10:05 Changing markets and in-country requirements due to 
FLEGT, Lacey Act and public procurement policy 

A. Hinrichs (EFI) 

10:05-10:30 Coffee  

10:30-10:45 Explanation of workshop structure and outputs J. Broadhead  

10:30-11:00 Drivers of change at the national level Group 

11:00-11:30 Selection of key regional drivers of change 

11:30-11:45 Description of working groups session J. Broadhead 
 

 

11:45-13:00 

Working Group 1 – Impacts of drivers of change on 
production forests and forest products production  

J. Broadhead 

Working Group 2 – Impacts of drivers of change on 
protection forests and environmental services  

Facilitator  

Working Group 3 – Impacts of drivers of change on 
policies and institutions 

P.Durst  

13:00-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-14:30 Continuation of pre-lunch session  

14:30-15:00 Working group presentations Working groups 

15.00-15.30 Coffee  

15:30-16:30 Identification of five regional thematic priorities J. Broadhead 

16:30-16:45 Explanation of day 2 activities and distribution of forest 
policies for evening reading 

J. Broadhead 

18:30 Reception dinner  
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DAY 2 (Thursday 22 March) 

POLICY RESPONSES 

8:30-8:45 Welcome and reiteration of tasks J. Broadhead 

8:45-10:30 Country groups review forest policies in relation to 
thematic priorities, identify gaps and develop policy 
proposals. 

Country groups 

10:00-10:30 Coffee  

10:30-13:00 Continuation of pre-coffee session Country groups 

13:00-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-15:00 Country groups present proposals at a policy hearing Country groups 

15.00-15.30 Coffee  

15:30-16:30 Continuation of pre-coffee session Country groups 

16:30-16:45 Explanation of day 3 activities J. Broadhead 

 

DAY 3 (Friday 23 March) 

DRAFTING AND ACCESSING SUPPORT 

8:30-8:45 Welcome and reiteration of tasks J. Broadhead 

8:45-9:00 ASEAN forestry policy and cooperation Pouchamarn 
Wongsanga (ASEAN 
Secretariat) 

9:00-9:15 Policy briefs – why, what and for whom? P. Durst 

9:15-10:15 Thematic groups begin draft 2 page policy briefs Group 

10.15-10:45 Coffee  

10:45-11:45 Thematic groups complete drafting policy briefs  Group 

11:45-13:00 Policy briefs are distributed in hard copy and presented 
by authors.  Votes for each are counted and a prize 
awarded for the best. 

Group 

13:00-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-14:10 Presentation on available funding for policy 
development work, contacts and how to apply. 

P. Durst 

14:10-14:20 ITTO funding support Fran Maplesden  

14:20-14:30 USAID regional programmes and support Winston Bowman 
(USAID) 

14:30 Workshop closing remarks P. Durst 
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6 PRESENTATIONS 

6.1 Strategic planning in forestry and the outlook for forestry in Asia 

and the Pacific (FAO) 
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6.2 The outlook for forestry in Southeast Asia (FAO) 
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6.3 The outlook for tropical timber (ITTO) 
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6.4 Changing markets and in-country requirements due to FLEGT, 

Lacey Act and public procurement policies 
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6.5 Country group presentations on proposals to address regional 

thematic priorities 

Cambodia – Civil society participation in forestry 
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Indonesia – Accelerating the operationalization of forest management units 
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Lao PDR – Legal forest products trade 
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Malaysia – All thematic priorities 
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Myanmar – Legal forest products trade 
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Philippines – Implementation of sustainable forest management 
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Thailand – ASEAN cooperation in addressing REDD+ 
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Vietnam – Strengthening effective participation of CSOs to implement Viet 

Nam’s forest protection and development plan 2011-2020 
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6.6  ASEAN forestry policy and cooperation 
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6.7 ASEAN multi-sectoral framework on climate change: agriculture and 

forestry towards food security 
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6.8 Policy briefs on regional thematic priorities 

Forest land use planning (FLUP) as an approach towards planning investment 
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CSOs in ASEAN forestry 

CSOs and GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE in ASEAN 

FORESTRY 

- There is a growing demand for forestry services that entails participation of 
CSOs, them being working with the indigenous and local communities 

- International treaties now call for effective and meaningful participation of 
CSOs to ensure that interests of ILCs are safeguarded 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE THE CSOs IN THE DECISION-MAKING LEVEL OR 

PROCESS OF THE ASEAN?  YES 

- There is already an openness from the ASEAN on CSO participation but 
not yet at the decision-making level or process  
 ASEAN Charter provides for CSO participation in building ASEAN 

Community 

 ASFN meetings include CSO starting in  Jakarta and Brunei meetings 

 AMAF meeting recently allowed CSO to make presentation 

THEREFORE, we recommend that under the current ASEAN set up, 

CSOs can be in the decision-making process of the ASEAN on forestry through 

the following mechanisms: 

 Pre- meeting with ASOF as official event during ASOF meetings 

 Adoption of a system of official submissions from CSOs for ASOF 

action/s 

THE ABOVE MECHANISMS WILL 

1. Encourage transparency 

2. Make information and options available  

3. Enhance capacity of CSOs 

4. Provide sharing of expertise between CSOs and government 

5. Lead to harmonization in terms of projects implementation  

6. Enable having common views and position  

7. Create platform for CSO to engage with government 

8. Garner support from public and development agencies 

9. Promote cost-sharing and sponsorships 

10. Establish communication platform  

11. Improve relationship between government and CSOs through facilitation, mediation 

and negotiation 

12. Provide for genuine representation through agreed selection process 

HAVING CSOs in ASEAN FORESTRY therefore IS A WAY 

FORWARD! 
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Legal forest products trade 

Introduction: 

Overview  

- Current problem is because of EU Commission imposes the new regulation e.g. 

FLEG and ASEAN Countries as the producing countries for forest products 

- ASEAN Countries are closely on geographic and some countries sell forest 

products to other, so it is very difficult to control legal forest products, especially 

for LACEY Act and FLEGT 

Objectives: 

- Promote Sustainable Forest Management through Forest products Certification and 

Chain of Custody 

Recommendations: 

- Reference the framework for timber legality was endorses by the ASEAN Minister 

of Agriculture & Forestry on Nov. 2009 in Brunei. We suggest for more details on: 

o ASEAN  forest management policy 

o Definitionoftimberlegality,sameCriteria,Indicator,… 

o Timber Legality Assurance System of each country. 

- Notify the information of species on CITES, species & volume for export, list of 

the areas do not allow for exploitation   

- Support for promotion of Timber Legality at customers. 

- To implement Chain of Custody (CoC) process effectively. 

- To promote to accept CoC certified by a third party. 

Back ground: 

Previously, most of the ASEAN countries trade and export to inter-region or other 

countries legal timber and illegal timber. Nowadays, timber import countries request 

to show legality certification for our export timber. 

Analysis:  

Some of ASEAN countries are selling forest products to the other, especially on 

timber; but until now we have no a common policy, and ASEAN licenses and criteria 

or indicator to control timber legality. 

Conclusion: 

We hereby submit to the Ministers of Agriculture & Forestry of ASEAN that: 

(1) A common policy, (2) A common licenses and (3) TLAS. Is an urgent needs.  

 

Group 3: Mr Thongsavanh (Laos) , Myo Min (Myanmar) , Drajad Kurniadi 

(Indonesia), Huynh Van Hanh (Vie). 
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Regional cooperation on international agreements affecting forestry 
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6.9 FAO funding to support forestry policy development 
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6.10 ITTO project funding 
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