
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  

Asia-Pacific forestry focus
FAO in the Asia-Pacific region
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ADDRESSING THE FORESTRY NEEDS OF ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES AND 
SOWING SEEDS FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

 NORMATIVE ACTIVITIES 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific: Forestry Information Note 1
The Asia-Pacific region covers a 
quarter of the world’s land area, 
contains 19% of global forests and 
is home to more than half the 
world’s population. The region’s 
734 million hectares of forests 
provide a diverse range of 
environmental, economic and 
social values at local, regional and 
global levels. They contribute 
significantly to livelihoods and 
national economies as a source of 
timber, fuelwood and numerous 
non-wood forest products. They 
also support an incredible 
diversity of plants and animals, 
and play important roles in 
biodiversity conservation. 
The regional forestry situation is 
rapidly and dramatically changing. 
In many countries, expanding 
economic and infrastructure 
development has exerted 
tremendous pressures on the 
natural environment. There is a 
growing recognition of the need to  
improve forest management while 
involving a broader range of 
stakeholders in decision-making. 
The FAO Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific recognizes these 
concerns and assists Asia-Pacific 
countries in improving forest 
management and use. FAO also 
serves as a source of reliable data 
and information on forests and 
forestry, and provides a neutral 
forum for discussing issues of 
regional significance.    
FAO activities in the region 
address a myriad of forestry 
challenges. FAO promotes 
sustainable forest management, 
advises on policy development, 
supports community-based 
forestry and forest rehabilitation, 
facilitates the development of 
codes of practice, conducts 
workshops and other training 
activities, and supports the transfer 
of knowledge and technologies.  
Field programme
 

FAO supports policy development and technology transfer to member countries through its 
Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) and Trust Fund supported projects.    
The TCP enables FAO to respond to urgent calls for technical and emergency assistance in 
member countries. TCP projects are limited to two years in duration and focus on specific 
needs and challenges.   
Trust Fund projects support larger-scale field activities that extend over longer periods.  Many 
projects are implemented as regional initiatives, in which FAO facilitates exchange among 
member countries and helps them learn from each others’ experiences.   
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For more than 50 years, FAO 
has provided sound technical 

advice on a wide range of 
forestry matters to member 
countries around the world.  

This has often taken place in 
difficult political environments 

where FAO has served to 
maintain a bridge between 
opposing parties. The FAO 
Regional Office for Asia and 

the Pacific continues to 
ensure that  political 

polarization does not prevent 
meaningful dialogue and 
technical advancement in 

forestry related issues.  

Normative work focuses on providing 
advisory, technical and facilitative 
services, as well as developing norms 
and standards 

 

  
 

The normative forestry activities of 
the FAO Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific fall into four broad 
categories: 
 

Providing technical advice on 
developing, improving and implementing 
national forest programmes.  
To date, more than 20 countries have 
benefited from guidance on development 
and implementation of effective forest 
policies, legislation, strategies and 
programs.   

Serving as a neutral forum where 
countries meet for policy dialogue.  
FAO brings together decision makers 
from throughout the region to examine 
and discuss emerging forestry issues and 
to shape regional cooperation. This is 
largely carried out within the framework 
of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission
(APFC).    
Developing international and regional 
norms and standards in forestry.  
To improve coordination and 
implementation of forestry activities, 
FAO supports the development of 
regional standards, codes, norms and 
guidelines. Development of the Code of 
Practice for Forest Harvesting in Asia-
Pacific is one such example.   
Providing information on forests and 
trees. 
FAO serves as a regional clearing house 
for data on forests and forest resources. 
It reviews and analyzes information, 
provides technical assistance to 
strengthen data collection and makes 
information available through printed 
documents, CDs and the Internet. Key 
information resources include the Asia-
Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, 
State of Forestry in Asia and the Pacific, 
and the Global Forest Resources 
Assessment.  
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Publications 
Collecting and disseminating information is central to 
FAO’s mandate. More than 80 forestry publications have 
been produced during the last decade by the FAO Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific. Recent publications include
the following: 
 In search of excellence: exemplary forest management 

in Asia and the Pacific 
 

 Forests and floods: drowning in fiction or thriving on 
facts? 

 

 State of forestry in Asia and the Pacific  
 

 The unwelcome guest: proceedings of the Asia-Pacific 
Forest Invasive Species Conference 

 

 Waves of hope: report of the regional coordination 
workshop on rehabilitation of tsunami-affected forest 
ecosystems: strategies and new direction 

 

 Forest out of bounds: impacts and effectiveness of 
logging bans in natural forests in Asia-Pacific 

 What does it take? The role of incentives in forest 
plantation development in Asia and the Pacific 

 
 

 Helping forests take cover 
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Applying reduced impact logging to advance 
sustainable forest management 
Forest certification in China: latest developments and 
future strategies 
Elephant care manual for mahouts and camp managers
odic publications include TIGERPAPER (quarterly 
nal on wildlife and national park management), Forest 
s, and the Asia-Pacific Agroforestry Newsletter 
ANews).  
lications are available via the FAO website: 
://www.fao.org/world/regional/rap/publication.asp 
://www.fao.org/documents  
 in print by contacting:  
ick.durst@fao.org 
Tel: (66-2) 69
Fax: (66-2) 69
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