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The Asia-Pacific Forestry 
Commission (APFC) is one of six 
regional forestry commissions 
supported by FAO. It is a forum in
which member countries can 
advise and take action on key 
forestry issues, particularly those 
of special relevance to the Asia-
Pacific region.  
 

APFC implements its activities 
through study groups, working 
groups, networks and committees 
established to address specific 
issues. This informal method of 
working enables member 
countries to participate in 
activities that are of interest and 
relevance to their particular 
countries. The Secretariat of 
APFC is hosted and staffed by the 
Forestry Group of the FAO 
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Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific. 
 

Specific activities to be 
implemented by APFC are   
decided upon by member   
countries during APFC sessions, 
convened every two years. In April
2006, APFC held its 21st Session in
Dehradun, India. More than 180 
delegates including key forestry 
officials, representatives from 
NGOs, international organizations, 
universities and the private sector 
from throughout Asia-Pacific 
attended. Participants discussed 
challenges and opportunities facing
forestry in the region and mapped 
out strategies and approaches for 
regional cooperation.  
More detailed information about 
APFC and its activities can be  
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 obtained by accessing http://www.apfcweb.org 
1 

five years of APFC 
r the creation of FAO, a series of regional conferences gave rise to the development 
al Forestry Commissions (RFCs) as fora for the review and coordination of 
olicy and technical issues. The APFC held its inaugural session in Bangkok in 
urrently has a membership of 30 countries, making it the region’s most inclusive 
ernmental body dealing with forestry. APFC technical working groups have dealt 
de range of issues, continuously expanding the state of information about forests 
ns for development in Asia and the Pacific. The issues to be addressed have been 
d to include the full spectrum of economic, social and environmental services.        



  
 

   
 

International forestry dialogue 
has become increasingly 
important over the past 
several decades. Many 

countries in the region find it 
difficult to effectively 

participate in this dialogue. 
APFC plays a key role in 

communicating the region’s 
priority needs and ambitions 
to FAO and other global fora.

APFC 
a bridge to 

global dialogue 

APFC activities
APFC focuses on three main areas of 
work: 
 

 Forest management 
 Forest governance 
 Forest policy 
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APFC provides support to countries in 
the region by developing regional 
guidelines for best management 
practices and by building capacity for 
implementing these guidelines at 
national and local levels. Recent 
initiatives include: 
 

 Establishment of the Asia-Pacific 
Forest Invasive Species Network 
(APFISN); 

 

 In Search of Excellence: Exemplary 
forest management in Asia and the 
Pacific; 

 

 Review of plantation incentives; 
 

 Asia-Pacific forestry outlook study; 
 

 Development and implementation of

buil
Code of Practice for Forest 
Harvesting in Asia-Pacific; and 
Study of effectiveness and impacts 
of logging bans 

est policy 
C’s forest policy work is aimed at 

ngthening institutional, managerial 
 policy-making capacities at both 
onal and regional levels. It has also 
lemented a number of regional 
cy reviews. Recent activities include:

Forest policy short-course 
Asia-Pacific forest policy network 
Forest sector outlook studies 
Forest policy reviews 

est governance 
C addresses decision-making 
eworks such as: forest legislation, 
lations, criteria and indicators and 

es of conduct. In collaboration with 
 and other partners, APFC is also 

ding the capacity of forest  
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APFC highlights 
 
 The Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study 

assessed the state of forest utilization and 
conservation, and provided insights into likely 
developments in the forestry sector in the region until 
the year 2010.  

 

 Practical guidelines for the assessment, monitoring 
and reporting on national-level criteria and 
indicators for sustainable forest management in dry 
forests in Asia (RAP Publication 2003/05).   

 

 Code of Practice for Forest Harvesting in Asia-
Pacific (RAP Publication 1999/12) was developed to 
reduce negative impacts and enhance sustainability of
forest resources; APFC currently supports the 
adoption and effective implementation of national 
codes of practice through training, awareness-raising 
activities and technical exchange.  

 

 A regional study of the impacts of incentives for 
private sector establishment and management of 
plantations was conducted and published in 2004 as 
What does it take? The role of incentives in forest 
plantation development in Asia and the Pacific (RAP 
Publication 2004/27).  
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In Search of Excellence: Exemplary Forest 
Management in Asia and the Pacific (RAP 
Publication 2005/02), carried out between 2001 and 
2004, identified examples of outstanding forest 
management across a broad range of forest eco-
types and under different ownership structures in the 
region.   

A new APFC initiative, “Reinventing Forestry 
Agencies in Asia and the Pacific,” aims to assist 
countries in re-aligning their forestry institutions to 
ensure their effectiveness and relevance in light of 
significant changes and expectations in forestry. 
National case studies are being prepared to     
analyze experiences in                            
restructuring 
key forestry                                                    
agencies. 
management agencies and 
organizations. Activities include:
 

 Re-inventing forestry 
agencies 

 Devolution and 
decentralization 

 Criteria and indicators


