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Regional and international
dialogue and partnerships
  
 

 

 

The international forest policy 
dialogue initiated at the Rio 
Summit in 1992 gave focus to the 
importance of managing forests 
sustainably, an essential element 
overall of a sustainable 
development. The dialogue has 
since continued through the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Forests (IPF), Intergovernmental 
Forum on Forests (IFF) and the 
United Nations Forum on Forests 
(UNFF). The UNFF currently 
provides the central point for 
international arrangements on 
forest management worldwide and
for strengthening political 
commitment for sustainable forest 
management.  
Turning international dialogue into 
action requires the collaboration 
and support of a huge number of 
international and regional 
institutions. The Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests (CPF) brings
together 13 international 
organizations to provide support to 
UNFF. These international 
initiatives are complemented by a 
plethora of regional institutions and 
related commissions.  
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The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Forests (IPF) and the 
Intergovernmental Forum on Forests 
(IFF) collectively identified more than 
280 proposals for action.  The 
proposals aim at promoting 
multidisciplinary action consistent with
the Forest Principles and Agenda 21, 
Chapter 11. They include measures to 
be taken at national, regional and 
international levels.  Although most of 
the proposals are of particular 
relevance for action at the national 
level, they also contain linkages to 
international forest regimes, which 
need to be considered during 
implementation. 
Under the partnership for the 
implementation of the IPF proposals 
for action, FAO was assigned as the 
leading agency in four areas: national 
forest programmes (nfps), assessment 
1 
of multiple benefits of all types of 
forests, criteria and indicators for 
sustainable forest management and 
fragile ecosystems affected by 
desertification and drought, and impact
of airborne pollution on forests. 
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CPF is a voluntary high-level 
partnership formed in 2000 to 

cooperate on forest issues 
and support the work of the 

UNFF. It is currently 
composed of 13 international 
organizations, institutions and 

instruments that have the 
capacity, programmes and 
resources to support the 

UNFF, particularly for 
implementing the IPF/IFF 
proposals for action. CPF 

provides support for 
implementation of the IPF/IFF 

proposals for action, 
expertise, advisory services, 
and assistance in monitoring, 
assessment and reporting on 

forests.  

Collaborative 
Partnership on 
Forests (CPF) 

Asia-Pacific 
Forestry 
Commission 
Specific activities are decided by 
member countries during their biennial 
Sessions. These sessions are attended by 
key government officials, representatives 
from NGOs, international and regional 
organizations, universities and the 
private sector. APFC has proven 
effective in facilitating policy 
discussions and negotiations at the 
regional level, and in translating these 
discussions into practical field-based 
activities. 
While the APFC concentrates on 
regional issues, it also provides a bridge 
for member countries to link with the 
global forest community. This is done 
through the Committee on Forestry 
(COFO), the Collaborative Partnership 
on Forests (CPF), and the United 
Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF). In 
response to the outcomes of IPF/IFF, 
UNFF and other processes, APFC has 
implemented a large number of inter-
sessional seminars, workshops and 
training initiatives and disseminated 
information on key issues and challenges 
to the region.  
  

The Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission 
(APFC) was the first regional forestry 
mechanism to promote dialogue and 
cooperation among member countries 
across the region. Supported by FAO, 
APFC was first launched in 1950. It 
currently has 30 members, making it the 
region’s most inclusive inter-
governmental body for forestry. The 
Secretariat is hosted and staffed by the 
Forestry Group of the FAO Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific.  
APFC works as a forum in which 
member countries can advise and take 
action on key forestry issues, especially 
on issues of particular importance to the 
Asia-Pacific region. APFC implements 
its activities through study groups, 
working groups, networks and 
committees established to address 
specific issues.  

Other regional initiatives  
 
Besides APFC, several other regional and sub-regional 
mechanisms work collaboratively to support sustainable 
forest management.   
 

 Asia Forest Partnership (AFP) – Comprised of 
governments, intergovernmental organizations and 
civil society organizations. AFP focuses on: 
combating illegal logging, forest fire management, 
and rehabilitation and reforestation of degraded lands.  

 Asia Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (Asia 
FLEG) Initiative – Supported by World Bank and 
other partners, Asia FLEG aims at combating illegal 
logging and associated trade and corruption through 
political commitment, capacity building, and 
voluntary cooperation. FLEG seeks to support 
national initiatives which address violations of forest 
law and crime.  

 

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) – 
The 10-member sub-regional economic cooperation 
association includes forestry as part of its strategic 
action plan with a major focus on fire management 
and policy and trade issues.      

 South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) – In 2004, a SAARC Forestry Center was 
established in Bhutan to enhance regional 
cooperation. 

 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) – The 
SPC includes 22 Pacific Island countries and four 
founding countries. The SPC forestry program 
provides technical support on forestry development 
and helps members position themselves in 
international policy dialogues.    

 

 North East Asia Forest Forum (NEAFF) – 
Established in 1998, the program gives attention to 
environmental issues and afforestation.  


