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Threats to forests in the 
Asia-Pacific region 

icAsia-Pacif forestry focus
Forests face pressures and threats 
from various natural and 
anthropogenic causes that include 
logging, overgrazing, forest fires 
and exotic invasive species. Often, 
natural disturbance events are 
exacerbated in frequency and 
intensity by human activities that 
alter the natural functioning of the 
forest ecosystem. Two such 
examples are forest fires and 
forest invasive species. The 
damage caused by forest fires and 
invasive species imposes 
enormous costs on the forests and 
countries of the Asia-Pacific 
  
 

Forest fires in the Asia-Pacific region 
generated widespread concern. The In
worst affected by extended forest fires
Australia, Indonesia and Mongolia. Fo
million hectares burned, and smoke an
 

FAO has responded to concerned gene
awareness-raising activities and consu
on community involvement in fire man
individuals from 21 countries.  
 

Field projects in support of improved f
these projects, FAO has stressed the ne
local people. People’s participation ha
of wildfires and in the development of
lands.   

Forest fires 
region in terms of ecological 
destruction, economic losses and 
detrimental social effects.  
FAO recognizes these threats and 
has taken initiatives to address the 
challenges. Experience has shown 
that international collaboration 
plays a crucial role in managing 
the risks from threats. FAO seeks 
to raise awareness of these issues, 
build capacities within member 
countries and promote regional 
information exchange, while 
stressing the need for participatory 
approaches to forest management. 
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in 1997-98 captured global attention and                                                          
donesian province of East Kalimantan was the area                                               
 during this period; however, extensive forest fires also burned in other parts of 
rest fires in Southeast Asia in 1997 were the worst in 15 years, with at least 4.5 
d haze affecting some 70 million people. 
rated by these fires with a multi-faceted program of field projects, case studies, 
ltations designed to support improved fire management. An international conference 
agement was held in Balikpapan, Indonesia, which was attended by more than 120 

ire management have been implemented in India, Indonesia and Mongolia. Through 
ed for participatory approaches to forest management, including the involvement of 

s been an important component of systems for the prevention, detection and control 
 sound practices for the use of fire in land clearing and in the management of grazing 



 

  
 

 

Communities in flames was 
published as proceedings of 
an international conference 

on community involvement in 
fire management.  It was a 

first step in collecting 
examples of community-

based fire management and 
raising awareness of this 
issue. There were strong 

endorsements of the view that 
communities can and do play 

an important role in 
management of fires. The 
conference highlighted the 

potential of such community-
based approaches and 

presented the necessary next 
steps for promoting it on 

national and regional scales. 
 

“Communities in flames” and 
other FAO publications are 

available online at  
http://www.fao.org/documents

Asia-Pacific Forest 
Invasive Species 
Network 
The Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive 
Species Network (APFISN) shares 
information on forest invasive species 
and works to prevent their spread and 
establishment in the Asia-Pacific 
region 
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Communities 
in flames 
Issues related to forest invasive species 
transcend national borders and have 
become major global and regional 
concerns, while remaining an important 
part of national bio-security programs 
for individual countries. Recognizing the
threats posed by invasive species in the 
region, the Asia-Pacific Forestry 
Commission (APFC) launched the Asia-
Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network 
(APFISN) in Nadi, Fiji, in April 2004.  
 

Initial APFISN activities have focused 
on awareness raising, capacity building, 
and database development.  
Among the highlights of network 
activities have been capacity building 
workshops on:  
 Development of an Asia-Pacific 

regional strategy for Eucalyptus 
rust; 

 Developing an Asia-Pacific strategy 
for forest invasive species: the 
coconut beetle problem – bridging 
agriculture and forestry; and 
Early warning systems for forest 
invasive species.  
laborative contributions from 
onal partner agencies are at the heart 
he network. Examples among a broad 
e of significant contributions:  
the Chinese Academy of Sciences is 
leading the development of a 
network database; 
the USDA Forest Service provided 
funding to support the early warning 
systems workshop and workshops to 
develop APFISN work plans and 
strategies; 
ACIAR provided funding and 
logistic support to enable the 
Eucalyptus rust workshop; and 
Kerala Forest Research Institute has 
seconded a senior scientist to work 
as Network coordinator.  
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Conference on forest 
invasive species 

 
The Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission convened the 
Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Conference, 17-23 
August 2003, in Yunnan Province, China, as a vehicle to 
address the growing threat posed by forest invasive 
species. The conference provided opportunities to share 
experiences and knowledge relating to the threats of 
invasive species to forests and forest products – and to 
develop proposals for regional cooperation and action in 
addressing invasive species problems. More than 136 
participants from 20 countries attended. 
 
One of the most important messages highlighted by the 
conference is that invasive species are an issue of global 
concern, which no single country can adequately address 
alone. The enormous synergies available through 
international cooperation were clearly understood by 
participants, who recognized that cooperation is essential
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in narrowing incursion pathways, as well as in triggering
early response measures, and ensuring effective 
monitoring and control strategies. 
 
The benefits of formalizing the information-sharing 
process among Asia-Pacific countries were underlined 
by a core recommendation to form the Asia-Pacific 
Forest Invasive Species Network on the premise that 
success in developing and implementing solutions for 
invasive species can be achieved only by             
forming strong collaborative                          
partnerships within and                                           
among countries. 
 


