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Reliable information is essential 
for identifying and addressing key 
forestry issues so that the full 
potential of the sector to produce 
economic, social and 
environmental benefits can be 
realized.  
FAO responds to this need by 
collecting and compiling country 
data on forests and the forestry 
sector to produce regional and 
global databases. Core elements of 
FAO’s efforts to gather and make 
available global forestry statistics 
include annual publication of the 
FAO Yearbook of Forest Products 
and periodic implementation of 
the Global Forest Resources 
Assessment. In recent years, FAO 
has expanded its data collection 
efforts beyond the conventional 
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dimensions of forestry. Data are 
now collected on a broad range 
of parameters including wood 
energy, community forestry, 
forest genetic resources, 
integrated pest management, 
forest products marketing and 
non-wood forest products. 
Having led the way in global 
forestry information arena, FAO 
offers advice and assistance to 
countries in strengthening data 
collection and analysis.   
FAO’s initiatives to enhance 
collection and dissemination of 
regional forestry data include the 
Asia-Pacific forestry sector 
outlook study and the State of 
Forestry in Asia and the Pacific. 
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ntry support 
 programmes seek to promote sustainable forest management by ensuring adequate 
ilability to support high-quality decision making. 
pports the testing and improvement methodologies for collection of data on natural 
wood and non-wood forest products, forest plantations, wood energy, trees outside 
wood supply potential, and land-use change. The overall objectives are to: expand 
rage of forestry data and increase its reliability; develop cost-effective 

ologies in collecting and analyzing forestry data; improve institutional and technical 
es; develop analytical tools that allow policy makers to formulate effective forestry 
; and improve access to data and information on forestry in Asia-Pacific. 



 

  
 

 
Forests in Asia-Pacific 
constitute 18.6% of the 

world’s forests and 25.8% of 
total land area in the region. 
Four Asian countries (China, 

Australia, Indonesia and 
India) are among the top 10 
countries in terms of forest 

area. The Asia-Pacific region 
has reversed a net loss of 

forests in 1990-2000 into an 
annual net gain of 633,000 
hectares in the 2000-2005 
period.  The total area of 

plantations and the rate of 
increase in Asia-Pacific is the 
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summary 
The Global Forest Resources 
Assessment (FRA) is FAO’s flagship 
report on the worldwide status and trends 
of forest resources, their management 
and use. 

 

Competing interests in the benefits of 
forest resources and forest land are 
omnipresent, and the need for a sound 
basis for analysis and conflict resolution 
has never been greater.   
The FRA process has responded to this 
challenge by adopting the concept of 
sustainable forest management as a 
reporting framework. FRA now provides 
a holistic perspective on global forest 
resources, their management and uses.  
Beyond the conventional production and 
environmental aspects of forestry, FRA 
now includes parameters that are 
important to forest dwellers and rural 
poor, such as the value of non-wood 
forest products and trends in fuelwood 
removals. By addressing the thematic 
elements of sustainable forest 
management, FRA has evolved into an 
instrument that is indispensable in 
international negotiations and 
arrangements related to forests, and for 
clarifying the relationship of forestry to 
sustainable development.   
The FRA process ensures that the best 
and the most recent knowledge is 
applied and that a viable feedback 
mechanism to national policy processes 
is in place. FAO works closely with 
countries and specialists in the design 
and implementation of FRA through 
regular contact, expert consultations, 
training for national correspondents and 
regional and sub-regional workshops.   
highest in the world, 
accounting for 45.6% of total 
forest plantations worldwide.  
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The Global Forest Resources Assessment 2005 (FRA 
2005) was carried out between 2003 and 2005 and 
involved more than 800 people, including 172 officially 
nominated national correspondents, their colleagues, an 
Advisory Group, international experts, FAO staff, 
consultants and volunteers from around the world. 
Information has been collated from 229 countries and 
territories.   
FRA 2005 is the most comprehensive assessment of 
forests and forestry to date, not only in terms of the 
number of countries and people involved, but also in 
terms of scope. It examines the current status and recent 
trends for about 40 variables covering the extent, 
condition, uses and values of forests and other wooded 
land, with the aim of assessing all benefits from forest 
resources.   
Some of the key findings from FRA 2005 are: 
 forests cover 30% of the land area globally; 
 deforestation is continuing at an alarmingly high rate 

of 7.3 hectares per year;  
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rate of net loss of forest area is slowing down thanks 
to forest planting, restoration and natural 
regeneration of forests on abandoned land; and 
primary forests account for 36% of forest area, but 6 
million hectares are lost or modified each year.  
providing new information on forest area change, 

 2005 allows assessment of the important role of 
ld forest resources in meeting the targets for 
cing poverty and ensuring a sustainable global 

ironment. FRA 2005 aims to support decision 
ing for policies and programs in forestry and 
ainable development at all levels.  
 main report and key findings are available online at: 
://www.fao.org/forestry/fra2005  
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