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In support of the economic pillar of 
sustainable forest management, the 
FAO Regional Office for Asia and 
the Pacific is supporting a variety of 
activities to ensure sustainable 
production of wood and fibre. The 
most direct activities include 
initiatives to promote reduced impact 
logging and the development and 
implementation of codes of practice 
for forest harvesting. A multi-country
project on sustainable forest 
harvesting is also being implemented 
in Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam. 
At the policy level, several important 
studies have been implemented on 
topics of regional concern including: 
 Forests out of bounds: the 

impacts  and effectiveness of 
logging bans in natural forests; 
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Trash or treasure? Logging and 
mill residues in Asia and the 
Pacific.  
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Logging bans and wood supply 
 

Many countries in the Asia-Pacific region have imposed bans on logging in natural forests. 
The study Forests out of bounds: the impacts and effectiveness of logging bans in natural 
forests in Asia-Pacific assesses the efficacy of such forest conservation strategies. While 
logging bans are intuitively attractive measures to support forest protection, more rigorous 
analysis reveals that conserving forests is not so easy as simply banning logging. Among its
main findings, the study concludes that logging bans do not necessarily stop deforestation 
or conserve forests. Success is dependent on careful formulation and hinges on firm 
political commitment. 
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An APFC study, Trash or 
Treasure, examined the high 

volume of mill and logging 
residues produced in the 
Asia-Pacific region. About    

70 million m3 of residues are 
presently available and of 

potential interest to industries. 
Recommendations for 

reducing residues include 
using lighter logging 

equipment, mobile chippers, 
co-generation, new 

reconstituted boards and 
techniques such as RIL that 
minimize residue generation. 
Above all, innovative royalty 
and fee schemes need to be 

TRASH OR 
TREASURE? 

Better use of 
wood residues  

Impacts of 
incentives on forest 
plantation 
development 

Incentives play a key role in stimulating 
plantation establishment, but there is a lot 
more to the story than meets the eye. 

 

 

Responding to the diminishing capacity 
of the region's natural forests to produce 
wood, many countries have turned to 
forest plantations. As the role of the 
public sector in plantation development 
is diminishing, governments and their 
respective forest agencies are asking 
what it takes to encourage non-
government entities to grow trees. Yet 
little is known about the role that direct 
and indirect incentives have in 
influencing plantation development. 
To address this knowledge gap, the 
Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission 
(APFC) implemented a regional study to
assess the impact of incentives on forest 
plantation development. The findings of 
the study clearly indicate that a blueprint
for engaging investors in forest 
Small-scale forestry 
 
plantation development does not exist. 
What has emerged, however, is that 
clear, consistent and stable policies, and 
a favourable investment climate, are 
essential ingredients to promote the 
development of forest plantations by 
small- and large-scale producers. 
 

The study concluded that incentives are 
neither inherently good nor bad. Viewed 
as policy instruments, their impacts 
depend very much on when they are 
used during the development of a 
country’s plantation estate. However, it 
is also apparent that in many instances, 
the effectiveness of incentives has been 
undermined by the lack of enabling 
environments or a general favorable 
investment climate.  
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It is paradoxical that, each year, millions of cubic meters 
of logging residues are left to rot in forests, while millions
of forest-dependent people are wondering how to make 
ends meet. Forest departments set logging quotas and 
royalty schemes that result in high grading of forests, 
while vast numbers of trees with minor defects are left 
behind. Additionally, many countries have extensive 
forest areas, in which large-scale commercial operators 
have lost interest due to shrinking profit margins.  

Enormous volumes of merchantable wood could be made 
accessible to local people if mindsets were changed. If 
local people were given opportunities to be involved in 
forest harvesting, then small-scale wood processing could 
contribute significantly to poverty alleviation.  

FAO and partner institutions intend to explore 
opportunities for involving local people directly in forest 
management in Asia and the Pacific. A three-day 
workshop to discuss practical ways of linking forestry to 
poverty alleviation will provide an initial step towards the 
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development of suitable policies, legal frameworks, 
institutional arrangements and appropriate technologies 
for countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

It is planned to establish a working group to prepare 
principles and guidelines to assist interested countries in
reforming forest management to consciously increase 
the share of benefits that can be derived by                
poor people from forest management,                      
forest harvesting and wood                                            
processing. 
The studies mentioned in this Information Note and other APFC publications are 
available online at: http://www.fao.org/documents/ 
E-mail: patrick.durst@fao.org 


