Farming insects for food in Thailand
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Entomophagy = The art and Culture ot eatinc
4000 years old
At least 115 nations eat insects in all continents (except Antarctica)
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What kind of insects are
eaten”?

Approximately 1,681 species of Insects In
at least 14 Orders are eaten around the
world (Ramos —Elorduy, 2005)
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Why should we eats

iINnsects?
Tasty

- Excellent quality food with proteins and
micronutrients

- Gram for Gram... cricket can be more nutritious
than an equal quantity of beef or pork
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The same

Cricket 100 g. 1 chicken egg

The same amount of calories

Grasshopper 1 kg.



Different edible species are available all year
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Insects can be cultured or collected
-Insect farming
-Wild harvesting



Collecting Bamboo worm (Omphisa Fuscidentalis Hampson)

and Wasp (Vespula Vulgaris?)



Collecting Stink bug, Common skimmer and Weaver ant



Farming of |

Jeveloped from an economic
Crisis

Two species farmed
. cricket & palm weevil

*uly 1% of food species farmed



House cricket farm
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Breeding pal

leave for 20-30
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Breeding Method
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Income & cost production

Farmed Duration Income/ Cost
INSects (days) harvesting  production

time(US$) (%)

House cricket 45 2,000-5,000 50

Palm weevil 37-45 3,500-4,000 10



Market pathway

Village markets:
unprocessed

Street vendors :
processed /cooked

Supermarket:
Frozen packets, microwave ready



Village markets




Supermarkg



Future visic
B

<2 Potential as a new protein source
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