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Outline	
  of	
  presenta.on	
  

•  What	
  is	
  Crops	
  for	
  the	
  Future	
  (CFF)?	
  
•  Reflec/ons	
  on	
  “neglected	
  and	
  underu/lised	
  
species”	
  (NUS)	
  
– What	
  is	
  neglect	
  and	
  under-­‐use?	
  
–  Is	
  neglect	
  always	
  a	
  bad	
  thing?	
  
–  Promo/on	
  or	
  constraints	
  analysis?	
  
–  Nutri/on,	
  nutri/on,	
  nutri/on..	
  anything	
  else?	
  
–  Don’t	
  preach	
  to	
  the	
  converted!	
  
–  Don’t	
  fall	
  into	
  the	
  commodity	
  trap!	
  
–  Collabora/ve	
  ac/on	
  through	
  Internet	
  tolls	
  



Crops	
  for	
  the	
  Future	
  -­‐	
  What	
  is	
  it?	
  

•  Global	
  Partnership	
  Organiza/on	
  to	
  foster	
  enhanced	
  
collabora/on	
  amongst	
  R&D	
  stakeholders	
  of	
  under-­‐u/lized	
  
crops	
  

•  Established	
  in	
  2009	
  through	
  the	
  merger	
  of	
  	
  ICUC	
  and	
  GFU	
  

•  Opera/ng	
  out	
  of	
  Malaysia	
  

•  Core	
  funding	
  from	
  DFID/UK	
  



Our	
  mission	
  

•  To	
  add	
  value	
  to	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  NUS	
  
community	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  facilita/ng	
  
collec/ve	
  ac/on	
  

•  To	
  become	
  a	
  global	
  champion	
  and	
  voice	
  
for	
  NUS	
  R&D	
  



CFF’s	
  Goals	
  
1.  Facilitate	
  access	
  to	
  knowledge	
  on	
  NUS,	
  through	
  web	
  

portal,	
  monographs,	
  synthesis	
  papers,	
  and	
  databases,	
  
especially	
  in	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  produc/on,	
  sustained	
  market	
  
access,	
  nutri/onal	
  security	
  and	
  health.	
  

2.  Provide	
  informa.on	
  services	
  to	
  NUS	
  stakeholders	
  (grant	
  
and	
  training	
  opportuni/es,	
  library	
  resources,	
  Internet	
  
opportuni/es)	
  

3.  Engage	
  in	
  policy	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  NUS	
  (market	
  
access	
  barriers,	
  IAR,	
  GFAR)	
  

4.  Increase	
  awareness	
  on	
  the	
  poten/al	
  and	
  contribu/ons	
  
of	
  NUS	
  for	
  livelihoods	
  and	
  well-­‐being	
  (conferences,	
  
review	
  papers,	
  popular	
  press	
  ar/cles).	
  

5.  Strengthen	
  capacity	
  amongst	
  NUS	
  researchers	
  





}  Focus	
  on	
  livelihood	
  impact,	
  poverty	
  reduc/on,	
  social	
  inclusion	
  
}  Products	
  of	
  high	
  value:	
  
◦  economic	
  
◦  nutri/onal	
  
◦  scarcity	
  
◦  cultural/culinary	
  
◦  resilience	
  

}  Improving	
  health	
  –	
  people,	
  plants	
  and	
  animals	
  
}  Integrated	
  and	
  sustainable	
  approaches	
  	
  	
  
}  Environmental	
  and	
  climate	
  challenges	
  –	
  soils,	
  water,	
  ecosystems,	
  
landscapes	
  	
  

}  Knowledge	
  genera/on,	
  exchange,	
  access	
  and	
  transfer	
  
}  Systems	
  approaches	
  to	
  the	
  agriculture/environment	
  interface	
  



DOCNet	
  

•  =	
  Diversity	
  for	
  Development	
  Alliance	
  
•  Convened	
  by	
  GFAR	
  
•  Alliance	
  of	
  diverse	
  stakeholders	
  
•  Promote	
  development	
  through	
  
agricultural	
  diversifica/on	
  at	
  the	
  global	
  
level	
  



CFF’s	
  working	
  defini/on	
  of	
  	
  
“neglected	
  and	
  underu/lised	
  species”	
  (NUS)	
  

•  Farmed	
  or	
  gathered	
  on	
  a	
  small	
  scale	
  	
  
•  Unrealized	
  poten/al	
  for	
  contribu/ng	
  to	
  food	
  security	
  
and	
  nutri/on	
  	
  

•  Ofen	
  linked	
  to	
  the	
  cultural	
  and	
  culinary	
  heritage	
  of	
  
their	
  place	
  of	
  origin,	
  and	
  maintained	
  by	
  poor,	
  ofen	
  
indigenous	
  farmers	
  

•  Distribu/on,	
  biology,	
  cul/va/on	
  and	
  uses	
  are	
  poorly	
  
known	
  and	
  documented	
  

•  Receive	
  ligle	
  agen/on	
  from	
  research,	
  policy	
  makers,	
  
donors	
  and	
  technology	
  providers	
  

•  Informal	
  seed	
  systems	
  
•  Several	
  hundred	
  species!	
  

	
  



Factors constraining the use of 
crops 



(Oxalis tuberosa) 
Oca 

(Ullucus tuberosus) 
Ulluco 

(Tropaeolum  tuberosum) 
Mashua 

(Smallanthus sonchifolius) 
Yacon 

(Pachyrhizus ahipa) 
Ahipa 

(Lepidium meyenii) 
Maca 

(Mirabilis expansa) 
Mauka 

(Arracacia xanthorrhiza) 
Arracacha 

(Canna edulis) 
Edible canna 



Comparing potato/sweet potato with Andean roots 
(attributes of competitiveness) 



Are	
  nutrients	
  enough?	
  

•  Food	
  is	
  much	
  more	
  than	
  the	
  sum	
  of	
  nutrients	
  
•  Do	
  we	
  enquire	
  enough	
  about	
  an/-­‐nutri/onal	
  factors?	
  
•  Is	
  nutrient-­‐dense	
  food	
  always	
  palatable?	
  
•  Nutrient	
  awareness	
  alone	
  unlikely	
  to	
  lead	
  to	
  behavioral	
  

change	
  
•  Need	
  to	
  team	
  up	
  with	
  social/behavioral	
  scien/sts	
  
•  Are	
  we	
  losing	
  the	
  young	
  genera/on?	
  

	
  
	
  



Are we losing the young generation? 
 





Don’t	
  preach	
  to	
  the	
  converted!	
  
	
  

•  Link	
  with	
  educators	
  and	
  influence	
  curriculum	
  
development	
  at	
  schools	
  and	
  universi/es	
  

•  Link	
  with	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  nutri/on	
  communi/es	
  
•  Engage	
  with	
  main	
  stream	
  agriculture/biotechnology	
  
•  Link	
  to	
  the	
  media	
  (and	
  provide	
  stories)	
  
•  Get	
  opinion	
  makers	
  behind	
  our	
  cause	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  



Avoid the commodity trap 



High-­‐value	
  differen.a.on	
  through	
  
Geographical	
  Indica.ons?	
  

•  GI	
  encourage	
  diversity	
  of	
  produc/on	
  
•  GI	
  allow	
  producers	
  to	
  market	
  differen/ated	
  and	
  clearly	
  

iden/fied	
  products	
  
•  GI	
  promote	
  quality	
  and	
  added-­‐value	
  produc/on	
  
•  GI	
  protect	
  farmers	
  against	
  disloyal	
  compe//on	
  
	
  
	
  



Collec.ve	
  ac.on:	
  why?	
  

•  We	
  are	
  a	
  dispersed	
  community,	
  fragmented	
  by	
  our	
  crop	
  
and	
  ins/tu/onal	
  mandates,	
  yet	
  have	
  common	
  goals	
  

•  We	
  are	
  perceived	
  as	
  peripheral	
  to	
  the	
  agricultural	
  
agenda	
  

•  We	
  don’t	
  speak	
  with	
  a	
  global	
  voice	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  CGIAR	
  
•  We	
  are	
  not	
  heard	
  by	
  funders,	
  policy	
  makers	
  and	
  in	
  

global	
  debates	
  about	
  food,	
  sustainable	
  agriculture,	
  
climate	
  change	
  

•  We	
  need	
  more	
  na/onal	
  champions	
  and	
  senior	
  mentors	
  
for	
  young	
  NUS	
  scien/sts	
  

•  We	
  need	
  synergies	
  for	
  genera/ng	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  
our	
  global	
  agenda	
  



Let’s	
  make	
  beJer	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  Internet	
  	
  
for	
  visibility	
  and	
  sharing	
  knowledge!	
  

•  Wikipedia	
  
•  Wikimedia	
  Commons	
  
•  WikiSpecies	
  
•  Google	
  Books	
  
•  Youtube	
  
•  Facebook	
  
•  Twiger	
  
•  Flickr	
  
•  Etc.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  























•  Internet	
  knowledge	
  repositories	
  much	
  
under-­‐used	
  by	
  the	
  R&D	
  community	
  

•  They	
  allow	
  pulng	
  content	
  very	
  effec/vely	
  
in	
  the	
  public	
  domain,	
  replacing	
  fact	
  sheets	
  
etc.	
  

•  Donors	
  and	
  project	
  managers	
  should	
  
make	
  use	
  of	
  WikiCommons,	
  GoogleBooks	
  
as	
  source	
  of	
  verifica/on	
  for	
  the	
  
achievement	
  of	
  project	
  outputs	
  





Become	
  a	
  CFF	
  associate!	
  

•  Members	
  of	
  the	
  CFF	
  network,	
  not	
  organisa/ons,	
  
but	
  natural	
  persons	
  

•  With	
  unique	
  NUS	
  exper/se	
  in	
  R	
  &	
  D	
  
•  Our	
  first	
  call	
  for	
  project	
  development	
  and	
  
par/cipa/on	
  in	
  events	
  and	
  training	
  

•  Expected	
  to	
  take	
  ownership	
  of	
  the	
  CFF	
  brand,	
  
represent	
  it	
  locally,	
  und	
  contribute	
  to	
  CFF	
  
informa/on	
  plaoorm	
  

•  CFF	
  to	
  target	
  individuals,	
  but	
  responsive	
  to	
  
statements	
  of	
  interest	
  or	
  recommenda/ons	
  



Terima kasih! 

www.cropsforthefuture.org 


