
 1 

GCP/RAS/241/JPN 
Second Regional Advisory Team Meeting 

 
Background 
In 2009 the Government of Japan (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) provided funding for a 
three-year Analysis of Sustainable Water Resource Use in Asia project to be implemented by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. Project activities have included technical 
case studies and dialogues in the four project basins, a regional online conference, the first meeting of the 
Regional Advisory Team and the development of a draft project publication.  
 
The project is due for completion in August 2012 and the second meeting of the Regional Advisory Team 
(RAT) is one of the project’s final major activities. For more information on the project, and to see the 
results of the online conference, please visit www.asia-water.org. 
 
Meeting Objectives 
The second RAT meeting differs from the first (held in May of 2011) in that two distinct groups have been 
invited: 
 

• Regional Advisory Team experts who are highly experienced in a range of thematic areas and who 
work at the international level; and 

• Country-level practitioners who have been selected on the basis of their participation in the e-
conference and the quality of their inputs to the project over its lifetime.  

 
Key meeting objectives are: 
 

1. Validate project work to date (main publication).  
 

2. Address a series of policy dilemmas: 
 
• Managing transitions: supporting resilience or a combination of improvements and exit 

strategies 
• Managing informal water economies 
• Economic water productivity vs. equity and other strategic goals 
• National objectives vs. local and river basin objectives 
• Political feasibility: ‘ideal’ vs. second-best options 
• Resource use efficiency vs redundancy and  
• Financial arrangements for water operators vs incentives 
• How water policies, allocation, management and investment can support green growth 

strategies while having explicit food and nutrition security and poverty reduction targets 
 

3. Develop a policy development tool to facilitate multi-objective and strategic policy development and 
move towards a more integrated approach from policy to action (this is directly in line with the FAO 
Water Platform objectives) 
 

4. Test the new tool with country-level practitioners present at the meeting. 
 

5. Discuss how the new tool and meeting discussions will feed into the second project publication – a 
concise Policy Brief. 

 
The meeting provides a good opportunity for the RAT experts and country practitioners to learn from the 
wide range of experiences and knowledge represented in the group. Additionally, the practical exercise of 
designing and developing a new policy development tool will benefit from: 
 

• the extensive experience and knowledge of the RATs; and 
• the ground-truthing and feedback regarding practical constraints from the country practitioners 

 
 

Further information including a detailed agenda will be provided in the coming weeks. 

http://www.asia-water.org/�

