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Background 
 

The 18
th

 Conference of Parties (COP18) of the United Nations Climate Change Conference 2012 

was held in Doha, Qatar, from 26 November to 7 December 2012. Advances were expected on 

key issues such as financing, measuring, reporting and verifying (MRV) of carbon emissions, the 

development of safeguards information systems and reference levels, the role of the Ad Hoc 

Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP), and an overall increase in 

global emission reduction ambition were hoped for as countries move into the second 

commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. Other emerging issues such as a move towards more 

integrated approaches to forest management have included increased emphasis on a landscape-

based approach, the inclusion of a stronger focus on adaptation and considerations of food 

security. However, progress on a number of these important issues has been questionable and in 

some cases has been stalled. There is a pressing need to make the international-level negotiations 

understandable and relevant to regional decision makers and communities, transforming results 

into comprehensive and practical guidance. 

 

RECOFTC, FAO and the Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia, are well placed to convene an experts 

consultation to discuss and clarify questions raised following COP18 by forestry stakeholders in 

the Asia-Pacific region. Building on the experience of a series of preceding and highly 

appreciated meetings following COP 15, COP16 and COP17, the meeting of experts will bring 

together leading thinkers in the field to discuss the issues and analyse what the outcomes of 

COP18 mean for forests and climate change in the Asia-Pacific region. The organizers will 

produce and disseminate a publication similar to previous post-COP summaries providing a 

synthesis of COP proceedings and conclusions of particular relevance to Asia-Pacific.   

 
 
Objectives of the workshop 

 

The objectives of the meeting are to: 

1. Discuss and answer questions that forests and climate change stakeholders are asking 

following the COP 18 negotiations in Doha 2012; 

2. Discuss and debate some of the key issues that organisations and institutions working in the 

field of forests and climate change will face when formulating climate change plans and 

strategies; and 

3. Disseminate timely information on implications of COP18 for national stakeholders and the 

forestry sector in the region. 

 

 

Participants 

 

 2 invited experts familiar with the outcomes of the COP18 negotiations and the implications 

for forests and climate change in the Asia Pacific region.   

 Local stakeholders and media, as appropriate, to observe the experts meeting with 

opportunities for open dialogue following the meeting.  



 

 

Anticipated Outputs 

 

The expected results of the meeting are:  

1. A clear response to key questions that forests and climate change stakeholders are asking 

following the COP18 meeting. A resulting short publication will clearly summarize 

responses to key questions raised and answered during the meeting. 

2. Increased knowledge and shared experiences on the outcomes of COP18, the likely road 

ahead for further negotiations, and key issues facing organization and institutions working 

in the field of forests and climate change. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      


