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Distinguished participants from various countries of Asia, colleagues from 

FAO, resource persons, ladies and gentlemen, 
 

On behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), it gives me great pleasure 

to welcome you to the Technical Workshop on Chemical Risk Analysis in the food 

chain being held in Beijing. 

 

I take this opportunity to offer our sincere gratitude to the Government of Peoples 

Republic of China for hosting the meeting and also providing their hospitality to all the 

participants.  I would also like to express my appreciation to my colleagues from 

WHO for supporting in all the arrangements and all resource persons who have come 

from different countries. 

 

Food safety is a fundamental public health concern. Food safety has become 

increasingly important and challenging with globalization due to various factors such 

as volume and diversity of trade in foods, greater public demand for health protection, 

changing hazards example resistant microbes, more sophisticated methods for 

detection of hazards, changes in production and consumption patterns, and many other 

factors. Achieving a safe food supply poses a major challenge for countries. An array 

of foodborne hazards both familiar and emerging, pose risks to health as well as 

obstacles to international food trade. These risks need to be assessed and managed. 

 

Risk analysis is a systematic disciplined approach for making food safety decisions 

and has been defined by the Codex Alimentarius Commission as a process composed 

of three components: risk assessment, risk management and risk communication.  Risk 

analysis is a powerful tool for carrying out science based analysis and reaching sound 

consistent solutions for food safety problems. A risk analysis framework provides a 

structured way of examining and incorporating the wide variety of factors that impact 

the decision-making process, and enables regulators to identify, assess, manage and 

communicate food-related health risks throughout the food chain continuum.   

 

A risk-based approach to food control ensures that: public health is protected from 

unsafe food; control measures are proportionate to the risk posed by a food; and 

resources are directed where they will have the most impact. Risk analysis must be the 

foundation on which food control policy and consumer protection measures are based.  

National governments need to have  a good understanding of the relevance of Risk 

Analysis and how to apply this in a  consistent manner  provide the scientific basis of 

decision-making (risk management options).   



 

FAO/WHO and the Codex have been focussing for more than a decade and a half to 

bring out standards and guidance in this area. A number of documents have been 

produced on various components of risk analysis, but practical implementation of the 

concepts still requires much more focussed attention. There is different extent of 

knowledge of principles of the risk analysis framework in the region. In a recently held 

Regional Food safety Policy Consultation for countries in Asia in December 2012 

where 11 countries and around 50 delegates participated, countries identified different 

aspects of risk analysis, amongst others, for addressing in food safety policies. 

Countries also requested support in promoting risk based approaches including:  

 

 developing risk based monitoring/ inspection procedures and tools to undertake 

risk based inspections 

 Undertaking risk assessments of food establishments (farm to retail)  

 Developing risk based education/training for inspectors 

 Establishing food safety emergency response systems including traceability and 

recall 

 Establishing mechanisms for data collection (Food-borne disease surveillance, 

contaminant monitoring programmes etc) 

Ladies & gentlemen 

A 3-day Regional training workshop on “Food recall and traceability -  Application in 

National food safety control” organized by the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the 

Pacific (RAP) for participants from the ASEAN countries in February. In this WS, one 

of the specific objectives was to enhance understanding of basic concept of risk 

analysis, and relationship between risk management and crisis management in food 

safety. 

 In this current workshop the focus is on chemical risk analysis where an 

understanding of chemical risk analysis will be strengthened; collection of data for risk 

analysis will be demonstrated;  information-sharing and support systems between 

countries developed;  needs and challenges associated with chemical risk analysis in 

participants' countries will be identified  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I do hope you find the technical workshop useful and can support the implementation 

of learnings in your countries. With these words, I wish you all a successful workshop 

and an enjoyable week ahead. 

 

Thank you. 
 


