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Chiangmai, Thailand, 3 May 2013 

REVIEW OF THE 24
th

 SESSION OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY 

COMMISSION and ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY WEEK 2011 

 

a)         24
th

 Session of Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC)  

 

1. The Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC) is one of six FAO Regional Forestry 

Commissions that cover the world's major geographic regions. APFC is a forum for advising and taking 

action on key forestry issues. It focuses on issues pertinent to Asia and the Pacific, a region 

characterized by its diversity and rapid changes. APFC currently has 33 member countries. The specific 

activities implemented by APFC are decided upon by member countries during each APFC session. The 

APFC meets every two years in general session to review progress, discuss problems of mutual concern 

and set new agendas.  

 

2. The 24
th
 session of APFC was held from 7 – 11 November, Beijing, China in conjunction with 

Asia-Pacific Forestry Week 2011. Delegates from 29 member countries and one United Nations 

organization participated in the session, along with observers and representatives from seven regional 

and international inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations.   

 

3. Altogether, 13 agenda items were presented to the Commission. These include state of forestry 

in the Asia-Pacific region; FLEG-T; progress in implementing APFC and FAO-supported activities in 

the region; heads of Forestry Dialogue; climate change adaptation and ecosystem resilience; responding 

to increased demands in fire management.    

 

4. The Commission elected the following individuals to hold office until the commencement of the 

twenty-fifth session:  

    

Chairperson:  Su Chunyu (China) 

Vice-Chairpersons: Annapurna Nand Das (Nepal) 

    Abdul Rahman bin Abdul Rahim (Malaysia) 

    Alan Reid (New Zealand) 

Rapporteur:  Marcial Amaro Jr. (Philippines) 

 

Mr Patrick Durst (FAO) served as Secretary of the Commission.  

 

5. The delegation from New Zealand offered to host the twenty-fifth session of APFC in 

November 2012. The delegation from Malaysia indicated interest in hosting the twenty-sixth session of 

the Commission. 
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b) Asia-Pacific Week 2011 

 

1. Asia-Pacific Forestry Week (APFW) 2011 was held in Beijing in conjunction with the 24th 

session of APFC. This was the second APFW, following a successful event in Hanoi, Viet Nam in April 

2008.  

 

2. APFW was attended by over 750 participants from more than 45 countries representing 

governments, non-government organizations, research institutions, regional and international networks, 

UN agencies, universities and colleges. More than 70 partners supported Asia-Pacific Forestry Week; 

organizing events, and providing financial and in-kind contributions. Special plenary sessions were 

organized on three separate mornings of Forestry Week, focused on forest governance, improving 

forestry communications, and the outlook for forestry. Forty-five parallel events were organized by 

partners during Forestry Week. An Information Market including a special CANopy Room featured 24 

organizational booths, 25 posters, and 3 photo and drawing exhibitions.  

 

3. The overall theme of APFW 2011 was “New Challenges – New Opportunities”. The week was 

centered around three special plenary sessions which explored the following areas:   

 

a) The Governance Challenge: Impacts on Forests, Lessons Learned and Strategies for 

the Future highlighted the importance of governance in achieving the desired balance 

among social, economic, ecological and climatic values, through addressing impacts on 

forests, lessons learned and strategies for the future;  

b)    New media – new messages: forestry communications in Asia and the Pacific 
examined experiences with the use of new media channels to market messages related to 

important forestry initiatives. The session conveyed a wide variety of examples, 

techniques and experiences to support improved communicationsexploring ways to better 

communicate forestry messages, and  

c)    Journey to 2020: the future for forestry in Asia and the Pacific offered a diverse range 

of perspectives on how the complex future that confronts forestry in the region may 

unfold for identification of future trends and opportunities. 

 

 

 


