
The  “Sub-Regional  Environmental  Animal  Health  Management  Initiative  for  Enhanced   
Smallholder Production in Southeast Asia” (GCP/RAS/244/ITA) is an institutional strengthening 
and capacity building project of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) and the Governments of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines and Vietnam, with 
funding from the Government of Italy. 
 
The EAHMI project was first implemented in the Philippines in 2006 and has been extended in 
2009 to include Cambodia and Lao PDR. It has been further expanded in 2012 to incorporate 
Myanmar and Vietnam.  
 
EAHMI Philippines serves as the Lead Country coordinating all the country activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental animal health management (EAHM) relates to those aspects of animal health 
and welfare that are determined by physical, chemical and biological factors, external to the 
animal in the local farm setting and the broader environmental context of animal production. It 
also refers to the theory and practice of assessing, correcting, controlling and preventing those 
factors that may have adverse effects on the health of animal and human populations, and the 
wider environment.  

Country Name Host Organization E-mail Address 

Cambodia Sar Chetra Department of Animal Production and Health 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

chetrass@gmail.com 

Lao PDR Settha Sinthasak Department of Livestock and Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

drsettha@gmail.com 

Myanmar Okkar Soe Livestock Breeding and Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 

okkar92vet@gmail.com 

Philippines Rubina Cresencio Bureau of Animal Industry 
Department of Agriculture 

rubina.cresencio@gmail.com 

Viet Nam Phan Quang Minh Department of Animal Health 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

pqminh@dah.gov.vn 
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Each country has appointed a National Focal Point Officer (NFPO) to coordinate national activities and liaise 
with the Project Coordination Office (PCO) hosted by the Philippine Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of 
Animal Industry. 
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EAHM interventions can be classed into: on-farm measures, mainly to do with animal 
husbandry and farm management; and area-wide measures, involving collective action, 
collaboration, organization and strategic planning. Some examples include land use planning 
and zoning; surveillance and analysis; disease risk assessment and mapping; control of 
vectors and intermediate hosts; control of animal movements; isolation of suspect disease 
carriers; policy formulation and legislation and international agreements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

With increasing demand for livestock products 
and the complex mosaic of traditional, semi-
intensive and highly intensive forms of livestock 
production that prevail across much of South 
East Asia, the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) of the United Nations is keen to pursue a 
broad, holistic approach to disease control and 
environmental protection. 

The following are the outputs of the project : 
 

1) Capacity to analyze animal disease risk and develop environmental animal health 
management strategies are fully integrated as core elements in animal production and health 
services in the Philippines. 
 

2) Capacity to analyze animal disease risk and develop and apply strategies on environmental 
animal health management are further strengthened and applied in selected priority areas in 
Cambodia and Lao PDR.  
 

3) Capacity for database management, analysis and application of GIS to implement 
environmental animal health management strategies in Myanmar and Vietnam are 
developed and strengthened. 
 

4) Technical/scientific and policy dialogue and network for information exchange and 
dissemination with the participating countries are established with the Philippines having a  
coordinating role and the further use of environmental animal health management strategies 
in animal production and health are thereby promoted. 
 

5) National institutions and stakeholders networked and poor livestock keepers empowered 
and enabled to participate in the policy decision making process of the respective countries. 

Land Use Planning: Map of 
Potential Locations for Disposal 
Methods in Hai Duong Province, 
Vietnam, 2012 

Control of Vectors and 
Intermediate Hosts: 
Fasciola risk-mapping in 
Cambodia, 2011 

Enhance  internat ional 
collaborations, knowledge and 
information sharing: The 
Secondment Programme allows 
secondees to undergo 
Geographic Information System 
mentoring  

Many EAHM options are already widely practiced 
by farmers around the world, but not by all 
farmers in all countries.  Innovations must be 
appropriate to local circumstances and take time 
to prove themselves and become established. 
Sound local knowledge, careful preparation and 
long term commitment are required to promote 
change and the adoption of new practices.  

Photo credits:  I. Santos, FAO, EAHMI Lao PDR and NFMDTF (Philippines) 

 

EAHM is being promoted in line with FAO`s long
-term goal of sustainable agricultural and rural 
development. EAHM studies seek to assess and 
understand animal diseases in their 
environmental and production/farming system 
context, both in space and time. With relatively 
minor, progressive changes in animal husbandry 
practices and modification of the production 
environment (better nutrition, waste-
management, bio-security, vector and 
intermediate host reduction, movement control, 
land use zoning), substantial benefits can accrue 
to animal and human health, and the 
environment.  Photo credits: EAHMI Phase II and III 

Photo credits:  EAHMI Phase III 

Photo credits:  I. Santos, FAO  and AVET 2007 
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Integration of EAHM in national veterinary services. Maps in GIS formats of water buffaloes and 

population of other livestock species and facilities were used to develop the Livestock, Poultry and 

Feed Crop Industry Road Map of the Philippines. Overlay of livestock population densities with 

existing production areas and facilities will enable strategic decision-making on the upgrading and/or 

installation of additional livestock facilities such as stock farms, diagnostic laboratories, feed 

laboratories, abattoirs, dressing plants and post-harvest facilities. 

Knowing  Where  Diseases  Occur  i s   Important for Controlling the Spread of Diseases. The map 
above shows the distribution of Highly Pathogenic  Avian Influenza (HPAI) outbreaks (2007-2009). 
The outbreaks  are clearly  concentrated  in areas where there are h igh er  con cent rat ions  of  
chickens like in live bird markets. The presence of  these markets is a major risk factor in 
disease transmission. 
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