
Workshop on Forestry Strategic Planning  

in the Asia-Pacific Region 
3 November 2013 

Opening remarks 

Patrick Durst, FAO Senior Forestry Officer 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It’s my pleasure to be here today to provide Opening Remarks on behalf of FAO 

for this workshop on “Forestry Strategic Planning in the Asia-Pacific Region.”  

It’s wonderful to see the excellent collaboration between the Asia-Pacific 

Network for Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation (APFNet) and 

FAO in organizing this workshop.    

 

Many of you here today were actively involved in completing the Second Asia-

Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, helping prepare country outlook reports 

and thematic studies.  At the 23
rd

 session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry 

Commission, three years ago, in Bhutan, we launched the main report of the 

Outlook Study.  At that time, APFC delegates strongly urged that FAO work 

with member countries to ensure that the wealth of information and analyses 

pulled together for the outlook study was effectively used by countries in 

strategic planning and policy making – that we don’t just let the valuable reports 

and information sit on the shelf.   

 

Since that time, FAO has organized various workshops and events to draw 

attention to the Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, including strategic 

planning workshops for the Pacific island countries, and sub-regional workshops 

for Southeast Asia and South Asia, in collaboration with ASEAN and SAARC, 

respectively.  We’ve also organized several iterations of the Executive Forest 

Policy Short Course, which have drawn upon material from the Outlook Study 

and which focus on aspects of strategic planning.  
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Currently, the Asia-Pacific region is undergoing unprecedented change.  On the 

economic front, we’re witnessing steady growth and impressive reduction of 

poverty in many countries, and the region is doing better than most in 

weathering the global economic recession.  The ranks of the middle class – with 

all their attendant purchasing power – are swelling across the region.   

 

Socially, we’re seeing incredible changes in the way people live and interact.  

The world is now urbanizing more rapidly than ever before, with more than half 

of the world’s population now living in urban centers.  Globalization is changing 

the way we do business and conduct trade.  We communicate and interact very 

differently than just a few years ago – just look at how glued everyone is to their 

i-phones, i-pods, and computers compared with just a decade ago. 

 

Politically, here in Asia-Pacific, we haven’t seen the same kind of major 

upheaval that’s swept across the Middle East, but we’re seeing huge changes in 

places like Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal, along with major efforts to 

reform governance in several countries in the region. 

 

On the environmental side of things, increased attention to climate change – 

including the important roles of forests with respect to both adaptation and 

mitigation – is focusing attention on forests and forestry as never before.  

 

All of these changes are bringing about new challenges and new opportunities 

for forestry.  A major test for most forestry agencies and organizations will be 

how well they can rise to these new challenges and opportunities, while 

balancing the continued traditional expectations from forests.   
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At this regional workshop, we’ll be reviewing forest strategic planning across 

the region and in several selected countries, and discussing options for providing 

continuing and further support to strategic planning processes in the future. 

 

In most countries of the Asia-Pacific region, forest policies have generally 

reflected the growing calls for implementation of sustainable forest management 

for a decade or more.  In many cases, implementation has been lagging due to 

insufficient resources and poor institutional capability.  Many countries are 

beginning to turn the corner, however, and are now putting considerable effort 

and funding into forest conservation, rehabilitation, and management – not just 

for environmental reasons but also to increase production of forest products.  

The unprecedented level of awareness and appreciation of the value and benefits 

of forests is beginning to translate into significantly greater resources for 

forestry than in the past.  Again, it’s important for us in the forestry community 

– and especially those involved in forestry policy and planning – to take 

advantage of this opportunity for increased resources.  

 

My FAO colleagues and I sincerely hope that this workshop will lay the 

foundation for increased collaboration and interaction between FAO, APFNet  

and the countries of the regional.  Once again, I would like to convey my deep 

appreciation to all of you for your participation, and to our APFNet partners in 

organizing the workshop. 

 

Best wishes for a pleasant and rewarding workshop. 

 

 

 

 


