
 

-1- 

 

 

Regional Consultation on Ways Forward: FAO and Indigenous Peoples  

19-20 November 2013, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

 

Background 

 

In accordance with its mandate to build a world free from hunger and malnutrition, and based 

on the due respect for universal human rights, FAO adopted in August 2010 a Policy on 

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in order to ensure the relevance of its efforts to respect, 

include, and promote indigenous peoples’ related issues in its general work. 

 

To this end, FAO is motivated by the fact that a substantial portion of food insecurity in the 

world involves indigenous peoples and communities, as well as for its recognition that 

indigenous peoples possess skills, knowledge systems, and expertise that can contribute not 

just to face their own but to the world’s sustainable and equitable development. 

 

The Policy is the result of a process of global consultation involving representatives of the 

International Indigenous Caucus for Food Sovereignty, FAO staff, and other agencies of the 

UN and international organizations, as well as experts, as the former Special Rapporteur on 

the rights of indigenous peoples. At the same time, its content is based on international legal 

instruments and standards, such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (2007).  

 

At global level, there is an inter-departmental working group of FAO staff from technical 

divisions, which meets regularly to work on indigenous peoples and FAO related matters. 

  

At the regional level, in Latin America for example, there is also a Working Group within 

FAO RLC that involves also focal points in each of the national offices and, currently, FAO 

coordinates the Regional Inter-Agency Supporting Group for UN System which works 

closely with a Consultative Group of indigenous leaders Group whose representatives have 

been appointed by their organizations and selected as independent experts on different matters. 

This Group is now meeting yearly to deal with regional processes towards the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples in 2014 and the development Agenda post 2015.  

 

In Latin America and the Caribbean, there have been a series of dialogues with indigenous 

peoples’ organizations, Representatives to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 

the Continental network of Indigenous Women, national governments representatives and 

FAO staff.  Together they prepared a common work plan aimed at: 1) developing the capacity 

of the FAO regional office to better address indigenous peoples’ concerns; 2) identifying 

issues that needed support such as the development of statistical information related to 

indigenous peoples in the region; 3) developing a number of National Dialogues aiming to 

facilitate the participation of Indigenous peoples in policy discussions; 4) developing studies 

on traditional agro food systems in different ecosystems of the region; 5) developing e-

learning courses to enhance capacities of both, the Indigenous peoples and FAO staff.   

 

Rationale 

 

During the last session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), a joint 

meeting between the UN agencies and Indigenous Peoples’ Representatives was held in May 

2013 in New York. The newly elected member of the Forum representing Asia, Ms. Joan 
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Carling, Secretary General  of the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), expressed their 

interest to FAO in meeting with the FAO’s regional office’s senior staff and management. 

Previously the Asian Indigenous Peoples Caucus had undertaken similar meetings with other 

UN agencies in the region. The intention of this meeting was to initiate a dialogue and 

identify common areas of interest and work.   

 

In response to this request, the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO RAP) 

with the support of the Office for Communication, Partnership and Advocacy (OCP) will 

organize a two-day consultation in Bangkok.  

 

Objectives 

 

 To update present status and initiatives as well as to share knowledge and exchange 

views on indigenous peoples’ issues; 

 To promote multi-stakeholder dialogue and networking at all levels (local- national- 

regional and international) in promoting of the rights of indigenous peoples in Asia;   

 To identify challenges, gaps and areas required improvements; and 

 To identify areas of FAO/Indigenous Peoples collaboration in the region.  

 

Outputs 

 

 A mechanism to ensure dialogue in the region between Indigenous Peoples and other 

stakeholder;  

 A common work plan for collaboration in the region; and 

 Joint activities in relation to the International Year of Family Farming. 

 

Participants 

 Asian Caucus of Indigenous Peoples Organizations; 

 Selected FAO RAP staff;  

 Some FAO Representatives (FAORs)/focal points in the region’s offices;  

 FAO Headquarters: Office for Communication, Partnership and Advocacy (OCP), 

Environment, Climate Change and Bioenery Division (NRC);  

 Representatives of government agencies responsible for indigenous issues, namely 

from Bangladesh, Cambodia,  India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Philippines and Thailand; and 

 Representatives from UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNFPII).  

 

Proposed Agenda 

 

Day One: 19 November 2013 (Tuesday) 

 

Official Opening 

 

Session 1: Introduction 

 Objective and expected outcomes of the Consultation  

 Overview of FAO’s Strategic Objectives and priority areas of work in the 

region 

 Questions and Answers: Discussion 
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Session 2: FAO and Indigenous Peoples 

 FAO Policy on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 

 FAO’s work with indigenous peoples  

 FAO’s Voluntary Guideline on Land Tenure 

 Questions and Answers: Discussion 

 

Session 3: Indigenous Peoples in Asia  

 Key issues: challenges and opportunities 

 Country examples 

 Discussion 

 

Session 4: World Conference on Indigenous Peoples  

 Overview 

 Questions and Answers: Discussion 

 

Session 5: FAO/Indigenous Peoples’ collaboration  

 Possible entry points for FAO/IP collaboration 

 Activities and opportunities for engagement (i.e. IYFF, technical support) 

 Recommendations 

 Discussion 

 

Session 6: Ways Forward 

 Conclusions 

 Briefing on the dialogue with governments for the 2
nd

 day 

 

Day Two: 20 November 2013 (Wednesday)  

 

Session 1: Introduction 

 Recap of Day One 

 Overview of Day Two 

 

Session 2: Dialogue between the Governments and the Indigenous Peoples 

 Overview: objectives  

 Activities and opportunities for engagement;  

o Presentation by governments  

o Presentation by indigenous peoples   

 Discussion 

 

Session 3: Ways forward  

 Collaboration with indigenous peoples and their organizations 

 Multi Stakeholder Mechanisms for dialogue in the region 

  “Joint communiqué” or “summary conclusion and recommendations”   

 

Closing  

 

 

 


