
Forest policy formulation and 
implementation remain extremely 
challenging in a rapidly changing 
environment. The Pacific countries are 
particularly facing several challenges 
especially in the context of their unique 
economic, social, cultural and ecological 
conditions. In particular these countries 
have to confront the impacts of climate 
change related events, including sea level 
rise, typhoons and storm surges. Land 
management, including forestry, will have 
to address a complex array of issues in 
the context of larger global changes, 
including the multifarious impacts of 
globalization. Policies relating to land 
management, including that of forests will 
have to take cognizance of the growing 
demand for goods and services. As diverse 
demands increase so will conflicts in the 
use of land and policy makers will have to 
identify trade-offs and communicate them 
effectively to the different stakeholders.  
 
In response to the recommendation of 
the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission 
to enhance the capacities for forest 
policy analysis, development and 
implementation, FAO has initiated a 
programme of policy courses aimed at 
senior policy makers in the forest sector 
in the Asia-Pacific countries.  Hitherto 
six such courses have been organized, 
adopting a sub-regional approach taking 
into account the specificities of each sub-
region and the emerging changes taking 
place at the global, national and local 
levels. Some of the key issues that need to 
be addressed are:
• What are the overarching changes that 
are likely to impact land use in general and 
forestry in particular?
• What are the implications of climate 
change on the Pacific countries and what 
are the options available to address the 
challenges?
• What are the probable scenarios that are 
likely to unfold in the region during the 

next few decades and how should policies 
and institutions in the countries need to 
respond to such changes?
• What are the options available to 
strengthen governance in the forest 
sector, especially to ensure sustainable 
management of forest and tree resources 
adopting a landscape approach? 

The Seventh Executive Forest Policy Course 
aims to address the above and accordingly 
is designed to:

Provide an understanding of the 
implications of larger societal changes 
including  globalization and localization 
and the imperatives of current and 
emerging international agreements and 
conventions on land use in general and 
forestry in particular;

Enable sharing of experiences and 
best practices in integrated land use 
in the pursuit of sustainable forest 
management.

Explore ideas and tools for policy analysis 
and development and their application to 
the Pacific countries.

Delivered by leading experts in land use 
policy, the course modules have been 
carefully selected to equip forest policy 
makers to make proactive decisions 
for the 21st century. On each module 
there will be introductory lectures, 
presentation of case studies by course 
participants and analysis of real-life 
situations.  Participants will work in 
groups to develop policy briefs on 
selected topics, which will be discussed 
and refined. The course will also include 
field visits to give insights into land use 
and forestry issues and the challenges in 
making policies work in the context of 
the larger societal changes. 

A maximum of 25 participants, primarily 
senior officials dealing with land use and 
forest policies and academics sponsored 
by governments, bilateral and multilateral 
agencies, civil society organizations and 
private sector are expected to attend the 
course. 

The tuition fee is $3,000. This includes 
11 days of full immersion training, meals, 
and accommodation as well as transport 
during fieldtrips. Travel costs to and from 
the venue are to be met by participants or 
their sponsors.  

The unfolding future: Societal changes, land use and forestry in the Pacific

The environmental dimension: Climate change, natural disasters and 
forest policies

Production and trade of wood in the  Pacific: Legality, sustainability and 
uncertainties. 

Social and cultural dimensions of forestry: Equity, poverty and social 
inclusion

Building responsive/ proactive institutions

Governance, accountability and transparency in the forest sector

Changing international scene: Implications of international agreements 
on national land use/ forest policies in the South Pacific

The policy process

Effective communication

Analysis of national land use/ forest policies
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The course will be an 11-day intensive 
event commencing on 12 May 2014 and 
will be held at Nadi, Fiji. 
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The Asia-Pacific Forest Policy Think Tank is an inter-sessional activity of the Asia-Pacific 
Forestry Commission (APFC) mandated by the Commission to support sustainable 
forest management in the region by strengthening the policy process at various 
levels. The objective is achieved through a series of interrelated activities including 
organization of forest policy short courses and preparation of timely policy briefs.

Asia-Pacific Forest Policy Think Tank

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

The FAO Forestry Department helps nations manage their forests in a sustainable 
way, balancing social, economic and environmental objectives so that the present 
generation can reap the benefits of the earth’s forest resources while conserving 
them to meet the needs of future generations.  In the Asia-Pacific region, the 
Department’s work is focused on (a) forestry economics, policies and institutions, 
(b) promoting improved forest management and (c) fostering greater involvement 
of people in forestry.

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)

SPC is an international organisation that works in public health, geoscience, 
agriculture, forestry, water resources, disaster management, fisheries, education, 
statistics, transport, energy, human rights, gender, youth and culture to help Pacific 
Island people achieve sustainable development in the Secretariat’s 22 Pacific Island 
countries and territories. SPC’s Forests and Trees thematic group helps Pacific Island 
countries and territories to manage their forest and tree resources sustainably 
taking into account the demands for economic development and the social and 
environmental needs of their growing populations.

O RGANIZERS

Please address all enquiries related 
to participation to:

Patrick B. Durst

Senior Forestry Officer

Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific

39 Phra Atit Road
Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel: +6626974000

Email: Patrick.Durst@fao.org 

Website: http://www.fao.org/
forestry
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