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SUMMARY  REPORT 

 
THIRTY-THIRD SESSION 

OF THE 

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION (APFIC) 
23 – 25 JUNE, 2014, HYDERABAD, INDIA 

 
TITLE  

Thirty Thirty-third Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC), 23 – 25 June, 2014, 
Hyderabad, India 

 

HOSTING COUNTRY 

The Session was hosted by the  Ministry of Agriculture, India.  

The 33rd Session was opened by His Excellency, Mr. Radha Mohan Singh, Minister for 
Agriculture of India (his first International engagement as  Minister). 

 

SPONSORING OFFICE 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) 

 

CONTACT PERSON 

Simon Funge-Smith, Senior Fisheries Officer and Secretary of APFIC. 

 

PARTICIPATION 

The 33rd Session was attended by 36 participants 

  28 Delegates from 17 Member countries of APFIC  

o Present: Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Japan, RO Korea, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor 
Leste, USA, VietNam) 

o Not present: UK, France, New Zealand, China  

 4 FAO staff (4 RAP Secretariat, not including the FAOR  who  participated in opening of 
the Session)  

 1 Observer from a  FAO Member country  (Lao PDR) 

 3 observers from 3 APFIC partner International and Regional Fisheries organizations 
and arrangements (BOBP-IGO, MRC, NACA)  

 

OBJECTIVES 

 To review Member countries’ progress on the recommendations of the previous session 
of the Commission and emerging  regional policy  issues in fisheries and aquaculture 

 To consider the status of fisheries and aquaculture in the  Asia-Pacific region and the 
recommendations of the fifth APFIC Regional Consultative Forum Meeting 

 To review and endorse the:  

i. “APFIC Regional guidelines for responsible  tropical trawl management” 

ii. “Regional training course for ecosystem approach to fishery management” for 
the APFIC region 

iii. “Regional training course for Port Inspections of fishing vessels” 
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 To be informed of the work  undertaken by  APFIC  regarding  sustainable intensification 
of aquaculture and the promotion of aquaculture planning and management tools for 
sustainable development 

 To review: the Inter-sessional work of the Commission over the biennium and the 
Report of the Seventy-fourth Executive Committee Meeting.  

 To endorse the workplan and activities of APFIC in the forthcoming biennium of work 
(2014-2016) including the 6th RCFM and 34th Session. 

 To be informed of the work programmes of other regional organizations competent in 
fisheries and aquaculture and how they relate to the work of  APFIC. 

 
RESULTS 

1. The Commission commended the work of the Secretariat and the technical support 
provided by FAO to APFIC member countries over the biennium 

2. The Commission noted with concern, that fisheries and aquaculture have not yet been 
substantively covered in the work of the FAO Asia-Pacific Regional Conference (APRC).  

3. The Commission reiterated the importance of the contribution of fisheries and 
aquaculture for food and nutrition security in the APFIC region and urged FAO to ensure 
adequate visibility of the sub-sectors in regional and global dialogues on food security 
and nutrition. 

4. Indonesia thanked FAO for cooperation in the establishment of a regional inland  
fisheries centre in Palembang 

5. The Commission was informed by the results and recommendations arising from the 5th  
APFIC Regional Consultative Forum Meeting, held in Hyderabad, India (18-20 June, 
2014)  immediately preceding the 33rd Session 

6. Commission Members provided feedback on actions undertaken responding to the 
recommendations of the previous Sessions of APFIC and which contribute to responsible 
fisheries and aquaculture.  

7. The Commission welcomed the “APFIC Regional guidelines for responsible  tropical 
trawl management”  

8. The Commission requested the Secretariat to review success stories of Fish Aggregating 
Devices (FADs) Artificial Reefs together with scientific assessments of their impacts. 

9. The Commission appreciated and welcomed the development of the Essential Ecosystem 

Approach to Fisheries Management” (EEAFM) training course for the APFIC region and 

noted the need to increase the number of competent regional trainers 

10. The Commission welcomed the regional “Training course for port inspection of fishing 

vessels” . The Commission agreed that there is an increasing need for port inspections of 

fishing vessels in the region and that this requires considerable capacity building. 

11. Five Members reported that they were in the process of ratifying or acceding to the 2009 Port 

State Measures Agreement (PSMA). 

12. The Commission appreciated FAO’s initiatives in promoting the sustainable intensification of 

aquaculture to contribute to food and nutrition security and livelihood in the region.  

13. The Commission requested the development of ways to monitor the implementation of 

the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of 

Food Security and Poverty Eradication   

 
DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION 

1. The Commission endorsed the report of the meeting of the Seventy-third APFIC 
Executive Committee 
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2. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the Fifth Regional Consultative 
Forum Meeting  in full and recommended that these should inform the future biennial 
workplan of APFIC. 

3. The Commission recommended the development of guidelines for improved aquatic 
biosecurity, 

4. The Commission recommended the development of better methods to estimate the types 
and scale of IUU fishing in the region. 

5. The Commission endorsed the “APFIC Regional guidelines for responsible  tropical trawl 
management” and recommended that they be communicated to the member countries.  

6. The Commission recommended that all Member States should report back on the status 
of FADs and artificial reefs programmes in their countries 

7. The Commission endorsed the regional “Training course for port inspection of fishing 
vessels”, and recommended the development of a broader group and network of trained 
regional professionals capable of undertaking port inspections. 

8. The Commission recommended actions related to the development of low-cost, efficient 
fish feeds and the use of renewable energy or energy efficient systems, which would 
contribute to climate change mitigation or increased resource-use efficiency. 

9. The Commission recommended further regional consultation to prioritize necessary 
actions at regional and national levels and to develop strategic action plan for supporting 
sustainable intensification of aquaculture in the region.  

10. The Commission recommended to move forward in developing “Aquaculture planning 
and management toolkit” related training materials and an application manual of the 
tools. The Commission further recommended to start pilot level application of selected 
tools in member countries with strong interest. 

11. The Commission endorsed the APFIC workplan 2014-2016 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The Commission elected the following countries as office bearers for the 34th Session: 
 Chairperson: Sri Lanka 

 Vice – Chairperson: Philippines 

 Elected the following Members of  the  Executive Committee: Indonesia  and 
Myanmar 

 

FOLLOW-UP 

 
 Printing and distribution of the 33rd   Session Report (by August 2014) 

 Printing and distribution of the report of the Fifth APFIC Regional Consultative Forum 
Meeting  (by September 2014) 

 Organize two inter-sessional workshops as foreseen in the workplan: 

i.  Improving  feeds and feed use in aquaculture (Venue TBD, March 2015); 

ii.  Responsible development of  culture-based fisheries (Sri Lanka, May 2016) 

 Collate existing information  and review   the status of  IUU fishing in the  APFIC region 

 Monitoring and reporting on progress of the Commission’s recommendations and action 
plan. Including the   circulation of   a questionnaire to members for replies prior to the 
34th Session. (Mid 2015) 

 Seek further ad hoc opportunities for regional capacity building workshops or  regional  
reviews that   contribute to Commission   recommendations 

 Further promote the  roll-out of the regional  training  courses which have been 
developed 


