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 Stating that the multiple challenges and problems related to 
food insecurity in SAARC countries, she said, “There is no op-
tion other than making our people secure of food and nutri-
tion, assure their income, quality education for their children 
and provide them facilities and amenities of  21 century.”  

Dr Vijay Kant Jha, Officiating Secretary at the Ministry of      
Livestock Development expressed happiness over hosting the 
crucial meetings in Nepal and hoped that the meetings will be 
successfully concluded with useful recommendation to        
address the challenges in SAARC countries related to PPR. 

Speaking on the occasion, Somsak Pipoppinyo, FAO                 
Representative in Nepal, said that the high impact Trans-
boundary Animal Disease are causing increasing concern in 
SAARC countries due to their livelihood and economic im-
pacts as well as continued threat to human health due to zo-
onotic nature. He  said, “About 300 million ruminants are ei-
ther   infected or at high risk of infection from PPR in SAARC 
region.”  
 
He hoped the CVOs meeting will provide an opportunity to 
the SAARC Member States to address at the highest level all 
important high impact, Zoonotic and Transboundary Animal 
Diseases as well as other issues including the ever-increasing 
threat of emergence of Anti-Microbial Resistance due to mas-
sive abuse of anti-microbials in the farm sector. 
 
Dr Keshav Prasad Premy, the Director General of the Depart-

ment of the Livestock Services, Dr Eran 
Raizman Head of EMPRESS and Dr MJH 
Jabed, Director of Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment and Food Security at the 
SAARC Secretariat also addressed the 
joint opening session. 
 
One of the primary activities of the strat-
egy is the organization of regional 
roadmaps meetings to engage Regional 
Economic Communities to take owner-
ship of the GCES and countries to work 
in a harmonized and synchronized way in 
their fight against the disease.  The 
meeting is jointly organized with the 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). 

Participants and the organizers of the of the SAARC Road map meeting with Minister 

Shanta  Manavi 
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Minister Shanta Manavi inaugurating the meeting  

April 2016, KATHMANDU- Minister for Livestock                 
Development Shanta Manavi inaugurated FAO-OIE peste des 
petits ruminants (PPR), Roadmap Meeting for South Asia and 
5th SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers (CVOs) meeting in     
Kathmandu today.  

Delivering her inaugural address the Minister Manavi said 
that there is an urgent need of building interpersonal linkag-
es, partnership, coordination and collaboration amongst the 
member states, development partners and stakeholders in 
addressing priority highly pathogenic and transboundary 
Animal Diseases in South Asia. 
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Somsak Pipoppinyo, FAOR,  handing over the Ginger washing and processing facility papers to Narendra Kumar Khadka, President of NGPTA.  Seen 

among other high ranking government officers  in the picture is Uttam Kumar Bhattarai, Secretary at MoAD (third from right) 
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Establishment of the facility planned by the Ginger               
Competitiveness Project (MTF/NEP/068) in partnership of the            
government and private sectors was facilitated by Food and 
Agriculture Organization (Nepal) and financially supported by 
Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) and Standards and 
Trade Development Facility (STDF) in the World Trade organi-
zation (WTO) in view of promoting quality and export of Nepa-
lese ginger with ultimate consequence in enhanced income 
and livelihood of Nepalese ginger farmers. NGPTA has availed 
the facility with 7450 m2 land for its construction and opera-
tion.  

The plant,  with the facilities of 
washing, surface drying,      grad-
ing, weighing and packing, the   
facility,  can offer cleaning of up to 
6 metric ton ginger rhizome per 
hour. It can provide washing      
service to above 8000 farm house-
holds with effects on farm         
available prices and new job      
creation along ginger value chain. 
The     facility also aims at creating 
200 seasonal jobs and benefit 200 
traders. Ginger crops generate 
important cash income for farmers in the target districts.  
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May 2016, KATHMANDU - Ginger washing and processing   
facility established at Duwagadhi-9 of Jhapa district in a        
public-private partnership approach under a donor supported         
programme was handed over to Nepal Ginger Producers and 
Traders’ Association (NGPTA) on 3 May 2016 amidst a formal 
convention held at the meeting hall of the Ministry of           
Agricultural Development (MoAD). 

Formal handover of the facility took place through signing on 
the deed by FAO Representative Somsak Pipoppinyo  and Nar-
endra Kumar Khadka, President NGPTA.  

Lekha Nath Acharya, Joind Secretary at the MoAD, Anita Nirou-
la, Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) and 
Pradip Maharjan, Chief Executive Officer of Agro Enterprise 
Centre (AEC) signed as witnesses in the handing over docu-
ments. 

Uttam Kumar Bhattarai, Secretary at MoAD, expressed his 
gratitude to FAO and its team on carrying out the project.  

Somsak Pipoppinyo, FAOR, suggested areas of continued sup-
ports to the facility from the stakeholders as vital to  its sus-
tained operation.  

Narendra Kumar Khadka, President of NGPTA, expressed his 
happiness receiving the facility and emphasized importance of 
continued support from MoAD on operation of the facility. 

Ginger washing facility handed over to NGPTA 
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Second National Policy Dialogue on Strengthening Forest    

Tenure for Sustaining Livelihoods and Generating Income 

April 2016, KATHMANDU - Second National Policy Dialogue on 
Strengthening Forest Tenure for Sustaining Livelihoods and    
Generating Income was jointly organized by the Department of     
Forestry of the Government of Nepal and the Food and            
Agriculture Organization of the United nations in Kathmandu on 
25 April 2016. 

FAO launched a regional initiatives in September 2014 on 
“Strengthening Forest Tenure for Sustaining Livelihoods and 
Generating Income” with specific objective of strengthening   
regulatory and policy framework and institutional capacity on 
forests land tenure across the selected pilot countries 
(Cambodia, Vietnam and Nepal) in Asia. 

The Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) of Food and        
Agriculture Organization also appreciates and adopts the        
principles of Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible               
Governance of Tenure (VGGT) in the design and implementation 
of the project. 

Objectives of the TCP are to review and assess the status and 
gaps of forest tenure policies and regulation, and institutional 
capacity in the pilot countries. The TCP also aims at evaluating 
current forest tenure policies and regulation in Nepal and         
subsequently identify policy strengths and gaps; and providing 
key recommendations for implementing a set of priority actions 
to be taken in order to strengthen forest tenure policies to       
support forest tenure reform. 

Presentations made by Ganga Dahal, Toon De Bruyen, Kapil 
Neupaney and Dil Raj Khanal on results and findings of the      
assessments on forest tenure policy and institutional capacity 
were followed by extensive interaction by the participants. 

Sindhu Dhungana, Indra Pd Sapkota and Naya Sharma 

 commented on the findings of assessments on forest tenure   
policy and institutional capacity 

Udaya Chandra Thakur, Secretary at Ministry of Forest and 
Soil Conservation (MoFSC) was the chief guest of the Second 
National Dialogue chaired by Resham Bahadur Dangi,        
Director-General of Department of Forests. 

60 representatives from the government and non-
government agencies participated in the Second National 
Dialogue. 

Also present on the occasions were Pem Kandel, Chief     
Monitoring Division of MOFSC,Anuj Sharma, DDG               
Department of Forests, Binod Saha Assistant FAO Repre-
sentative, and Yurdi Yasmi, Forest Policy Officer at FAO RAP, 
Shrawan Adhikary, Program Officer of FAO Nepal. 
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Udaya Chandra Thakur, Secretary at MoFSC addressing  the workshop 
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April 2016 KATHAMNDU- 3-day Training of Trainers (ToT) on 
Strengthening Forest Tenure for Sustaining Livelihood and 
Generating Income was organized in Kathmandu from 26-28 
April 2016. The objective of the ToT was  to enable facilitators 
to support conflict sensitive processes aimed at strengthening 
forest tenure that contribute to improved livelihoods and    
income of forest dependent people. 

As part of the FAO Technical Cooperation Program (TCP/
RAS/3506), the ToT was aimed at building capacity of the    
forest officers in order to identify priorities in institutional    
capacity building.  

During the training, 
the participants 
were sensitized on 
strengthening the 
forest tenure in    
order to provide 
benefit from forests 
and forestry         
activities to the    
forest dependent 
communities.  

Addressing the opening session the opening session, of the 
training, Resham Bahadur Dangi, the Director-General of the 
Department of the Forest extended his good wishes to the 
participants for their enthusiasm to learn on forest tenure in 
order to build up resilience of the forest dependent              
community. 

Yurdi Yasmi, the Forest Policy Officer for Asia and the Pacific 
for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United       
Nations (FAO) said that the contribution of the participants in 
the implementation of their knowledge on the forest tenure 
into practice in their daily works would certainly bring about a 
positive change in enhancing the forest resources. He added 
that the forest tenure determines who can use what             
resources, for how long and under what conditions. 

Prem Kandel, the Joint Secretary at the Ministry of the Forest 
and Soil Conservation, and Ganesh Jha, the Deputy Director-
General of the Department of the Forest gave away the        
Certificate of Merits to the participants. 

Ganga Ram Dahal, Toon De Bruyn, Kapil Neupane and Sindhu 
Dhungana facilitated the ToT attended by 20 forest officers 
working in different districts under the Department of Forest. 

ToT on Strengthening Forest Tenure for Sustaining 
Livelihood and Generating Income 

Bajura is the least developed district in Nepal which is ranked 
75th in Human Development Index of 75 districts of Nepal. 
Though the land is arable and suitable for agriculture, the      
tradition practice of cultivation has kept the farmers with the 
poor yield of agriculture products. Khodawala village of Bajura 
is worst hit by the food deficit.  The food grown in the village is 
not sufficient even for three months a year.  
 
The situation improved after Agriculture and Food Security    
Project (AFSP), launched with the Technical Assistance of FAO, 
initiated 16 week-long Farmer Field School (FFS) focused on 
seed production of potato from March to June 2015 benefiting 
30 participating households.  After attending the FFS, farmers 
learnt practical skills for production of seed as well as ware 
potatoes using improved technologies.  They also understood 
that they can increase the productivity/yields of potato to a 
large extent through the use of quality seeds 
 
Ram Bahadur Rawat (65 year old), one of the FFS participants 
said that after graduating from the FFS, he is able to produce 
seed potatoes using improved seed production technologies. 
Likewise, Tek Bahadur Rawat, another FFS participant           
expressed that the result of seed FFS was so encouraging such 
that they would like to form a seed producers’ group to contin-
ue seed production and carry out marketing activity.   
 
“Now the farmers have learnt techniques of seed potato     
storage,” he said.  
 
Despite the lack of irrigation facility and adverse climatic      
condition, farmers are able to produce 825kg potatoes at the 
rate of per ropani (500m2) using improved practice. Previously, 
the yield was 545 kg of potatoes per ropani area of land with      
traditional practices.  

 
The farmers are happy to 
have very good yield. They 
are hopeful that productivi-
ty could be increased up to 
double, if the    weather 
condition will be        favour-
able for potato next year. 
Previously, they used to 
earn about 10 to 15 thou-

sand Nepalese Rupees cash from 3 ropani, which is equivalent 
to 1500 square metre area of land. With the recently learnt 
technologies, they produced 20 quintals of seed potatoes 
worth of 48 thousand rupees from the same patch of land. 
 
Damba Rawat, another participant, said that they had plenty of 
resources but they were poor due to limited knowledge of the 
technologies.  
 
With the changed scenario after the FFS, they have planned to 
make Khodalwada village, as a resource centre for seed        
potatoes and encourage migrating youth to engage in such 
business.  

Success story 

Potato seed: a source of promising income 

Farmers of Khodawala growing potato  

 

Toon De Bruyn facilitating a session in ToT 
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