
the opportunity to share experiences, address
obstacles encountered in inplementing the right to
food and propose some solutions to putting this
principle into practice. The Alliance Against Hunger
and Malnutrition (AAHM) was well represented
during the two-day meeting. Those taking part from
the AAHM were: Félix Tékpon Gblotchaou
(NAAHM Benin and vice-president of the Sub-
Regional Alliance Against Hunger in West Africa –
RAFAO), Bassirou Sanogo (NAAHM Burkina
Faso), Anon Bertin (NAAHM Côte d’Ivoire), Morif-
ing Koné (NAAHM Mali), Fatchima Djibrilla Noura
(NAAHM Niger), Jacques Diouf (NAAHM Senegal)
and Senyreso Kudzo Gligbe (NAAHM Togo). 

An early assessment of this expert meeting indi-
cates that it succeeded in achieving its three main
objectives, namely: 

(1) facilitating an exchange of experiences and
lessons learned on national implementation of the
right to food, specifically the challenges and obsta-
cles encountered, as well as means for overcom-
ing them; 

(2) offering a suitable platform for dialogue be-
tween experts involved in promoting the right to
food within different organizations and institutions,
so as to identify ways and means of stepping up
efforts to ensure the right to food for all; and

(3) raising awareness about the right to food and
tools available for putting it into practice.

Through a series of themed sessions, which
dealt with topics such as: rural development, land
governance, resilience, accountability, social pro-
tection, regional cooperation, political and legisla-
tive frameworks, as well as gender equality and
empowerment of women, the experts were able to
share their experiences and propose joint concrete
recommendations. At the close of the meeting, the
participants made individual and collective pledges
to about twenty specific commitments. In the final
stages of the two-days of sessions, the experts
underscored the need to increase and improve
cooperation between various national and regional
actors and to organize adequate follow up to the
meeting, in order to ensure implementation of the
various issues dealt with, so that the right to food
becomes a reality for all. 

A brief background on the right 
to adequate food
First mentioned in 1948 in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, the right to adequate food
became binding with the issuing of the Internation-
al Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri-
ghts (ICESCR) in 1966, which has so far been

ratified by 160 countries. In the years since ICE-
SCR entered into force, a number of other interna-
tional treaties have been developed so as to assure
the right to adequate food to specific groups, such
as women, children and the disabled.  

Aside from these international commitments,
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultur-
al Rights gave a clear interpretation of the right
to adequate food, as guaranteed by ICESCR, in
its General Comment No. 12 in 1999, which stip-
ulates that “the right to adequate food is realized
when every man, woman and child, alone or in
community with others, has physical and eco-
nomic access at all times to adequate food or
means for its procurement”. In addition, the com-
mitment made by governments to realize the right
to food covers three types of obligation: to
respect, protect and fulfil. The obligation to
“respect” the right to food means that the gov-
ernment must refrain from adopting any measure
that might impede access to food for its citizens.
The obligation to “protect” implies that the gov-
ernment must protect individuals’ ability to exer-
cise their right to food against any violation by
third parties. The obligation to “fulfil” refers both
to the obligation to facilitate, by improving access
to the resources and means available to ensure
livelihoods, and the obligation to ensure access,
by providing food aid or setting up safety nets to
offer social protection for the most vulnerable. 

In 2004, FAO member states adopted, by con-
sensus, Voluntary Guidelines to support progres-
sive realization of the right to adequate food in the
context of national food security. These guidelines
offer practical guidance towards implementing the
right to adequate food in a wide range of strategic
conditions. Already put into practice to a limited
degree several decades ago, recent years have
seen a significant increase in the number of coun-
tries that have included the right to adequate food
in their national constitutions or basic laws, as a
result of constitutional changes or judicial reform.
In the course of recent decades, several countries
have also developed and applied laws, strategies,
policies and national programmes on the right to
food. As a result, FAO has created various tools to
help countries implement judicial and decision-
making frameworks aimed at realizing the right to
food and incorporating this human right into moni-
toring, evaluation, budgeting and programming.

Barbara Ekwall Senior Officer (Right to Food) 
Right to Food Team, FAO

Simon Blondeau Right to Food Consultant 
Right to Food Team, FAO
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Called by the United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on the Right to Food, and jointly  by
the UN High Commission for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
the expert meeting on the implementation of

the right to food in West Africa was held in
Dakar, Senegal on 13-14 June 2013. With
more than forty participants drawn from
eight West African countries, this meeting
served as a platform to discuss best prac-
tices, various obstacles encountered and
strategies seeking to eradicate hunger and
effectively implement the right to food. 

Participants, who included members of
Parliament, representatives of government
agencies, members of regional organi-
zations, representatives of civil society and
national institutions for human rights, used

EDITORIAL

RIGHTS GIVE
STRENGTH 
Expert meeting on the right 
to food in West Africa



NEWS FROM ROME

NUTRITION: MOVING BEYOND 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIVIDE?
As we are heading towards a world with 9 billion people, hunger and under-nutri-
tion remain one of the world’s greatest health risks. Even though the world pro-
duces enough food, 870 million people do not have enough to eat. Paradoxically,
however, overweight and obesity are linked to more deaths worldwide than under-
weight and are on the rise in low and middle-income countries. What is the main
problem? People do not eat what they should and often they can’t. Reasons include
the lack of physical access to a nutritious and affordable diet, as well as to the infor-
mation and knowledge needed to make good choices. Nutrition is a complex issue
where everything is connected and a variety of factors need to be taken into account.
We need to return to common sense and mediation, and introduce governance at
all levels of a multidimensional response to address all forms of malnutrition. The
international community, including civil society organizations, has come a long way
in recent years in joining forces and developing innovative and strategic initiatives
such as the REACH partnership, the SUN (Scaling Up Nutrition) movement or the
Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition (AAHM). The role of the private sector has
also been recognized, along with the necessity of its involvement in this struggle.
As the Millennium Development Goals, which were developed in 2000 and will
expire in 2015, were often criticized for their sectoral approach and for the fact that
they applied mainly to developing countries, the current debate is designed to allow
for a truly global agenda, for both the North and the South. Nutrition must be a top
priority on the development agendas of all countries, regardless of the variation of
malnutrition they face. Abandoning the ‘silo’ approach and crafting holistic
approaches to address hunger and malnutrition is the key to sustainable econom-
ic growth and human development. 

The complete article can be found at http://www.revistahumanum.org/revista/ nutri-
tion-moving-beyond-the-north-south-divide/

Louise Agersnap, Regional Coordination Specialist for the UN Development Group
for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNDG LAC); Florence Egal, MD, MBA, MS has

worked for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) since 1990
on food security, nutrition and livelihoods issues;

Martina Park, Associate Nutrition Officer at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO). 

NEWS FROM ROME

INNOVATIVE IDEAS TO FEED THE WORLD 

A WORD FROM THE ALLIANCES

Official launch of the Lebanese Food Bank 
Together Against Hunger 

The Lebanese Food Bank (LFB) was officially launched on 7 May 2013 at
the Four Seasons hotel in Beirut, Lebanon, in the presence of H.E. Mona
Afeish, who was representing the First Lady, H.E. Wafaa Sleiman.  In addi-
tion, 250 representatives from different sectors of Lebanese society, includ-
ing government, the private sector, hotels, caterers, restaurants, food com-
panies, financial institutions and universities were also present.
During the event, Kamal Sinno, president of the LFB, welcomed guests, rein-
forcing the notion that food security exists when all persons at all times have
physical, social, and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food.
He also noted that food justice is defined as one of the basic human rights. 
Marie-Christine Laporte, Coordinator of the Alliance Against Hunger & Mal-
nutrition (AAHM), presented the role of the Alliance in eliminating hunger
worldwide which, she maintains, can be achieved through cooperation and
partnerships, including the food banks. 

Moez El Shohdi, Co-founder and CEO of the Regional Food Banks Asso-
ciation (RFBA) and Coordinator of the National Alliance Against Hunger and
Malnutrition of Egypt, presented the newly launched “Zero Hunger” initia-
tive and discussed the staggering statistics and realities of food waste. Food
wastage and food loss globally represents 42% of the total production while
total hunger represents only 14%, explained El Shohdi, who believes that
the ways and means to save this waste are easy to achieve.

I concluded after a brief about LFB, announcing that we started all of our
programs from the points where the Egyptian Food Bank had already suc-
cessfully reached and achieved.

At the end, a protocol was signed between LFB, represented by its pres-
ident Kamal Sinno, and the RFBA represented by Moez el Shohdi.

Nadine Daoud, Executive Manager of the Lebanese Food Bank

NEWS FROM ROME

HOW TO END HUNGER
IN TIMES OF CRISIS

The 2nd edition of the book, How to End
Hunger in Times of Crisis, written by Igna-
cio Trueba and Andrew MacMillan, has been
released by FastPrint Publishing this Spring.

According to their website “the book
argues that the world’s food systems are
badly managed, to the great detriment of
humanity. The situation can, however, be
greatly improved through simple, af-
fordable measures”. 

This new release includes a foreword by
FAO Director-General José Graziano da Sil-
va, as well as a new and rather controver-
sial chapter on policy adjustments.

As with the case for the earlier edition, all
royalties from the sale of the book will be
donated to the Got Matar Community
Development Group to help fund their edu-
cation programmes in Western Kenya. 

For more information on the book, visit:
www.endofhunger2025.com

Young professionals presented their groundbreaking ideas to help end
world hunger to a packed audience at a Conference held at FAO Head-
quarters on 21 May.

“This event brings in three important ideas: young professionals –
innovative ideas – feeding the world. These are three ideas that are not
always connected. The biggest contribution you can give is to bring
them together”, said FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva.

“Five top project proposals were selected from among 25 entries in
a competition involving young professionals from the three Rome-

based agencies. They included interns, volunteers, Associate Profes-
sional Officers and Staff working in different technical areas in the three
UN agencies”, said Cyntia Lima, one young professional who had spear-
headed and organized the conference.

Among the five winning project proposals was, Save Food, Safe
Future – a Multimedia tool for sustainable diets and food consumption
– submitted by Daniela Demel (Executive Board Officer, WFP), Camelia
Bucatariu (SAVE FOOD Initative, FAO) and Sandra Ferrari (AAHM, FAO). 

Excerpt from FAO MEDIA

ph
:©

 F
A

O
/A

le
s
s
io

 R
o

m
e
n

z
i

NEWS FROM ROME

NEW PARTNERSHIP 
BETWEEN FEBA AND AAHM
A public hearing co-organized by Nuno Melo, Member of
European Parliament and Isabel Jonet, President of the
European Federation of Food Banks (FEBA) called “Food
surpluses to feed deprived people”, was held at the Euro-
pean Parliament on 25 April.

The paradox of “food waste versus people in need” has
to be solved. Donation of food products for social solidari-
ty should become more “convenient” than destruction. Con-
sidering that EU Food Aid Program sources will probably
decrease significantly, it is now time for all to take action.

Given its mission, FEBA considers that the EU has a role
to play on incentives that will encourage recovery of food
surpluses, including facilitating new projects on food recov-
ery, raising public awareness, promoting financial incen-
tives to fight food waste, increasing further development of
EU fruit and vegetable programs, and developing the Good
Samaritan law, implemented only in Italy, within the EU.

Marie-Christine Laporte of the AAHM participated at the
hearing and also at the General Assembly of FEBA, held
after the event in Brussels. During the meeting, the AAHM
and FEBA agreed to a partnership which will strengthen
their synergy in order to create new opportunities and to
reinforce their commitment to the fight against hunger, mal-
nutrition and food waste.

Balázs Cseh, President – Hungarian Foodbank Association 
and member of the Board – European Federation of Food Banks



The Alliance Against Hunger And Malnutrition The AAHM is a global voluntary partnership that
works towards the creation of National and Region-
al Alliances which bring together multiple stake-
holders involved in the fight against hunger and mal-
nutrition to achieve strategic coordination of food
and nutrition security actions.
The Alliance provides a platform where those who
run top-down and bottom-up development initiatives
can meet in a neutral and open environment, share
knowledge, establish networks and, through unity,
increase their visibility, recognition and impact. 
Membership in the Alliance Against Hunger and

Malnutrition or in a National Alliance is open to any
group working towards alleviating hunger and mal-
nutrition. This includes community-based organiza-
tions and NGOs, UN agencies, government min-
istries, local farmers’ organizations, food producers
and agribusinesses, university and research institu-
tions, religious groups, social service organizations,
and private sector and philanthropic groups. This
enables the Alliance to build on what already exists
in a country. The Alliance Secretariat stands ready
to help any group interested in starting a national or
regional alliance. Join our partnership.
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AAHM Secretariat: FAO 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla |
00153 Rome | Italy | +39 06 570 55093 |
aahm@fao.org | www.theaahm.org |




