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INTRODUCTION 

� Agricultural sector is subject to a wide range of risks and 
uncertainties in most parts of Morocco.

� Climatic risks have been historically responsible for 
widespread droughts, floods, migration, famines and 
poverty. 

� Increasing climatic risks in future would further 
compound the problem and risks especially in the context 
of climate change is, therefore, essential for ensuring 
future food security and attainment of Millennium 
Development Goals, especially on poverty alleviation.



GLOBAL CONTEXT 

� Morocco’s population was estimated at 30.8 million in 2007. 
� The population growth rate fell sharply from 2.04 to 1.4 per cent 

between the two inter-census periods of 1982–1994 and 1994–2004. 
� Annual per capita GDP was approximately US$2,497 in 2007. 
� The country’s GDP structure is dominated by the service sector, which 

accounted for more than 50 per cent in 20071 (54.3 per cent in 2004). 
� The agriculture and fishery sector accounts for an average of 14 per 

cent of GDP, but has a major influence on its evolution. 
� According to government figures, the proportions of domestic 

demand for staple foods that Morocco is able to meet independently 
are 72% for cereals, 52% for sugar, 25% for oil, 87% for milk, and 100% 
for meat, fruits, and vegetables. 



CONSTRAINSTS

� There are two main constraints on the country’s economic growth: 
� Agricultural sector extremely vulnerable to climatic variations 
� Swings in food and energy prices, which pushes up consumer price support 

charges. 
� Land tenure factors (small size of farms, fragmentation of land, joint 

ownership, 
� The precarious nature of tenure, and the shortcomings of land registration),    
� Requent climatic fluctuations; 
� Degradation of natural resources through erosion, inappropriate use of soil

and overgrazing; 
� Very poor access to investment credit; 
� Farmers’ lack of professional organization; 
� Farmers’ illiteracy; and
� Low level of technical training.



OPPORTUNITIES 

� Despite the considerable influence of these constraints, the 
Moroccan economy has major potential and opportunities, 
especially in the context of globalization, recently signed free-
trade agreements and the dynamics of trade liberalization: 

� Ongoing growth in non-agricultural sectors; the inception of 
major capital works with regard to infrastructure, tourism, 
habitat, agriculture and industry; an ever-increasing attraction 
for outside investment (which increased between 1990 and 
2006); 

� Control of inflation (1.8 per cent on average between 2000 and 
2007); 

� Steadily growing rate of investment (31.3 per cent in 2006); 
� New prospects for social development opened up by the 

National Human Development Initiative.



The 2020 strategy for rural 

development

� Correct the regional and local imbalances affecting the rural 
world and to develop and optimize natural resources.

� Increase agricultural production and opportunities for 
agricultural employment and income; 

� Creation and diversification of employment in para-agricultural
and non-agricultural activities;  halting of the process of 
environmental degradation of human origin; 

� Improvement in education and professional training for men
and women in rural areas;  

� Improvement in services connected with the quality of life and
well-being; and (correction of regional and subregional
imbalances with regard to infrastructure and regional
development). 



The Green Morocco Plan Strategy

� Competitive upgrading of the agricultural sector in a 
perspective of modernization, integration into the 
world market and the creation of wealth for the whole
value chain; 

� Taking into account of the whole sector in all its
sociological and territorial components, with priority
being given to human development objectives; 

� Greater optimization and sustainable management of 
natural resources; 

� Definition of the support policies needed for 
sustainable growth.



SYNTHESIS ON URGENT NEEDS ON 

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 

� Reinforce resilience and access of the rural poor, especially 
women and young people, to appropriate, sustainable financial 
services in agriculture ( provide support to the most 
disadvantaged people with no access to microcredit, offer 
repayable loans to individuals, associations or cooperatives in 
the most depressed zones). 

� Increase the involvement of rural communities in the 
sustainable development process (building gender capacity of 
people and their capacity for programming and participatory 
community planning through rural outreach, functional literacy 
and professional training, and the dissemination of information 
to enable them to take charge of their own development. 



SYNTHESIS ON URGENT NEEDS ON 

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 

� Insure access to water and to new technologies related 
agricultural techniques  ( methods to intensify and enhance 
agricultural production), rehabilitation of  small and medium-
sized irrigation schemes, 

� Encourage  and  support agricultural water users’ associations  
to  protect soil and  hydro-agricultural infrastructure, 

� Financial services and climate change insurance products to 
manage risk in the agricultural management, 

� Develop projects on adaptation to climate change and 
variability to enhance effective planning and implementation of 
strategies. 
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