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2008: The Watershed Year 

Before: 

• Private sector modest 

forecast 

• From public: 

• Little expected  

• Little invested  

• Steady state: low 

performance trap 
 

After: 

• World Development 

Report 

• Prices spiked 

• Expectations spiked 

• Increased national 

spending and ODA 

• Focus on quick gains 
 

5 years later, reckoning 

• Perception that much spent; what gained?  
• Fall back on advocacy, or draw on evidence? 



Much Expected, but What, Exactly, and Where ? 

Multiple Objectives: 

• Growth 

• Equity  

• Price Stability 

• Food Security 

• Poverty Reduction 

• Resilience 

• Environment 

• Jobs 

Multiple Contexts: 

• Middle income with 

poverty pockets 

• Fast growing with 

lagging regions 

• Low income 

agriculturally 

dependent 

• Aging rural areas 

• Growing rural 

population 



Zoom in on agriculturally-dependent countries where agriculture 

contributes one-quarter to one-third of GDP, employs two-thirds to three-

quarters of labor force.  Rapidly growing rural population.  No comparative 

advantage in labor-intensive manufacturing or services.  Few viable 

competitors for job creation for rural young people.  Key question: How 

best to invest in agriculture.  This describes much of Africa south of the 

Sahara. 

Losch, Fréguin-Gresh and White, 2012 

 



Much was spent.  How much? 

Agriculturally-Dependent African Countries 

We don’t know. 

Nin-Pratt, Johnson, 

and Yu 



What was gained? 



Nin-Pratt, Johnson, and Yu, 

2012 

What do we know about agricultural growth rates? 

• Probably higher in 2000’s than earlier, even in constant prices 

• Probably higher than population growth rate in past decades 

• But real doubts about the quality of most basic data series 



Data problems worsen as we try to understand nature 

and composition of growth 

From Fuglie, 2012 

From Nin-Pratt, 

Johnson, and Yu, 

2012 



Consistent picture 

on trade: Imports 

exceeded exports 

in 2003 and 

continue to climb 

Trade data 

more easily 

verifiable.  But 

how much 

informal trade is 

not picked up?  



Region 

Estimated 

number of 

variety 

releases,  

1965-1998 

Share area  

to modern 

varieties,  

1998 

Total genetic 

improvement 

contribution to 

yield growth, 

1965-1998 

(%/year) 

Share area  

to modern 

varieties,  

2010 

LAC 3146 0.51 0.66 

Asia 2229 0.83 0.88 

MENA 715 0.56 0.69 

SS Africa 1157 0.23 0.28 0.35 

All 7246 0.65 0.72 

Use of improved varieties increased since 1998 to 35% of 

area 

Renkow and Byerlee, 2010;  

Tom Walker, Communication from author 



Countries with most rapid increase in fertilizer use had slowest growth in 

TFP 

• Suggests divorce between fertilizer and complementary inputs 

• Implications for public spending and management of subsidy programs 

Nin-Pratt, Johnson, and 

Yu, 2012 



A Few General 

Conclusions 
• Growth of agricultural GDP probably higher in 2000’s than earlier, 

and probably accelerated after 2008 

• Growth of ag GDP faster than population 

• Well short of transformative performance  

• Net imports rising due to income growth, urbanization, shifts in diets 

• Most growth due to replication of existing technology as rapidly 

growing rural population takes on available land. 

• Probably increased use of improved and modern varieties, but still 

low 

• Some evidence of increased TFP, but little foundation of past 

investment in ag research to explain it 

• Little apparent contribution of increased use of fertilizer since 2008 

• Shifts in composition of output to higher valued products 

• Increased public spending in 2000s not of very great magnitude, 

and probably not in areas with high pay-off  



What role for safety nets? 

• Increased focus since 2008, rise in volatility 

• Competition in ODA with agricultural programs 

• Safety nets + ag better than safety nets alone 

Hoddinott et al, 2012 



Picture Fuzzy:  Not Clear Enough to Allow 

Confident Stand on Evidence 

What do we need?  Better basic tools 

• Official statistics on production and factors 

• Periodic agricultural censuses 

• Annual reporting 

• Third party verification 

• Public expenditure data 

• Price data 

• Measures of policy distortions 

• Poverty assessments 

 

Attention of donor community shifting to impact assessment, increased 

sophistication of GIS data, but not yet fixed basics 

 

Big issue for FAO, CG system 

 



Action Agenda:  What Should CRP-PIM Do to Help? 

SPEED:  (Public Expenditure Data) 

• Current strengths 

• Comprehensive by sector, country 

• Documents sources 

• Areas for improvement 

• Regular updates and inclusion of more countries 

• Annual and speedy budget allocations 

• Shift to budget execution as soon as data available 

• Disaggregation by capital and recurrent 

• Disaggregation by function and subsector (e.g., irrigation, R&D, 

subsidies) 

• Standard definitions of categories (e.g., roads in or out?) 

• Data visualization tools and a user-friendly interface for search 

Policy distortions 

• Update and institutionalize measures of NRA, RRA 

• In discussions with OECD, WB, FAO, AusAid, others welcome 

Other areas where CRP-PIM should be active? 

• Updating SAM’s 

• Maintaining basic modeling tools in IFPRI’s suite 

• Women’s Empowerment Index 

   



 

A few concluding thoughts 
 Need better evidence 

◦ To help countries better allocate resources 

◦ To sustain resource flows 

◦ To avoid wasting time of our best researchers 

 Data situation for other low income ag-dependent 

countries outside Africa? 

 CAADP should provide leadership 

 African science agenda should have social science 

dimension 

 Prospects for statistics initiative and third party 

verification? 

 

































 

 

 



 


