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 17 December
08:15 Welcome Coffee − Lobby bar  

Plenary sessions - Room Rioni

Time Title Organizers

08:30 Opening- Introduction to the two-day event Guy Evers, TCID and Laurent Thomas, TC

09:00 Innovations to improve agricultural 
productivity

Eugenia Serova, TCID and 
Charles Riemenschneider, ex-director TCI

10:30 Coffee break − Lobby bar
Realizing the potential of agriculture innovation in family farming - foyer

11:00 Where does agriculture fit on the 
development policy agenda?

Eugenia Serova, TCID 

12:30 Lunch − Restaurant  

First slot of parallel sessions

Time

13:30 Title: Agricultural innovation systems for 
food security

Title: FAO statistical initiatives in 
measuring  investment in agriculture

Title: Investing in irrigated agriculture: 
new developments and trends-
irrigation management transfer 

Title: Social protection transfers and food 
security

Room Campo Marzio Ripa Trevi Trastevere

  Organizer: María del Mar Polo, TCIO in 
collaboration with OEK

Organizers: Eugenia Serova, TCID; Gary 
Jones, ESS; Erdgin Mane, ESS

Organizers: Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; 
Urban Klaus, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; 
Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni Muñoz, 
TCIN; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and members of the 
TCI Water Group

Organizers: Alberta Mascaretti, TCIA and 
Pamela Pozarny, TCIA

15:00 Coffee break − Lobby bar

EastAgri & MedAgri: Where networking matters - foyer

Second slot of parallel sessions

Time
15:30 Title: Laos rice policy and rice sector 

trends
Title: Comprehensive capacity 
development for investment support at 
country level – Early experience from TCI-
assisted projects

Title: Investing in irrigated agriculture: 
New developments and trends - Assessing 
the potential of PPPs to improve irrigation 
water management

Room Campo Marzio Ripa Trevi

  Organizer: Nuno Santos, TCIO Organizers: Astrid Agostini, TCID; 
Guenther Feiler, TCID; Jennifer Braun, TCID

Organizers: Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; 
Urban Klaus, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; 
Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni Muñoz, 
TCIN; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and members of the 
TCI Water Group
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 18 December
Plenary sessions − Room Rioni

Time Title Organizers

08:30 Lessons from rural livelihoods programs 
in India

Jim Hancock, TCIN and Claudio Gregorio, 
TCIN

10:15 Coffee break − Lobby bar

Presentation of the new investment learning platform - foyer

10:45 Presentation of building performance 
partnerships workshop

Guy Evers, TCID and Liza Traniello, TCIA

11:00 FAO’s strategic objectives: challenges 
and opportunities for the organization’s 
support to investment

Jeffrey Griffin, TCIO and Dieter Muller-
Praefcke, TCIO

12:30 Lunch − Restaurant  

First slot of parallel sessions

Time

13:30 Title: The right to food: How is it relevant 
to investment in agriculture and rural 
development?

Title: Evidence-based policy analysis in 
Africa

Title: Agricultural innovation systems: 
Bridging the institutional gap between 
agriculture and irrigation

Room Campo Marzio Ripa Trevi

  Organizers: Barbara Ekwall, ESA and Ida
Christensen, TCIO

Organizers: Eugenia Serova, TCID and 
Keith Wiebe, ESA

Organizers: Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; 
Urban Klaus, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; 
Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni 
Muñoz, TCIN; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and 
members of the TCI Water Thematic Group

15:00 Coffee break − Lobby bar

Mission anecdotes
Second slot of parallel sessions

Time  

15:30 Title: Farmer field schools in investment 
projects - Merits, limitations and pit holes

Title: Youth employment in agriculture Title: Private sector investment in the food 
chain: Does efficiency necessarily clash 
with inclusiveness?

Room Campo Marzio Ripa Trevi

  Organizers: Takayuki Hagiwara, TCIO; 
Alberta Mascaretti, TCIA; Marjon Fredix, 
AGPM

Organizers: Francesca Dalla Valle, ESW 
and Wadzanai Katsande, TCIA

Organizer: Emmanuel Hidier, TCIN;

17:00 Cocktail – Lobby bar
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 SIDE EVENTS 

OEK
Realizing the potential of Agriculture 
Innovation in Family Farming

Family farmers in developing countries 
face increasing challenges related to their 
livelihoods and food security. These include, 
amongst others, increasing competition 
as a result of market liberalization and 
globalization, the deterioration of natural 
resources and the impact of climate change 
as well as volatile food prices. In order to 
enhance the competitiveness and profitability 
of family farms, attention needs to be 
given to market access, increasing crop and 
livestock productivity and sustainability of the 
natural resource base. Realising the potential 
of agricultural innovation for family farming 
is central to meeting these challenges. Within 
this framework, and in order to promote the 
debate on the topic, OEKR will facilitate a 
coffee break on “Realizing the potential of 
Agriculture Innovation in Family Farming” 
during the TCI “Investment Days” event. The 
main objective of the side event is to facilitate 
the discussion around agriculture innovation 
in family farming, its potential and key 
opportunities for family farmers to engage 
in and benefit from Agriculture Innovation 
Systems and what can policy-makers do to 
increase opportunities. The side event will 
allow participants to discuss these issues, as 

well as to share their experiences and lessons 
learned in view of the production of SOFA 
2014.

FAO/EBRD Cooperation team
EastAgri & MedAgri: Where 
networking matters

EastAgri and MedAgri are informal networks 
composed of IFIs, international development 
organizations and private entities active in 
agriculture and agribusiness investment. 
EastAgri focuses on the EBRD’s transition 
region while the newly-developed MedAgri 
concentrates on the Southern and Eastern 
Mediterranean (SEMED) region. Both 
networks are managed by TCI through 
dedicated websites, ad hoc thematic and/or 
country-focused workshops and study tours, 
and bi-annual meetings. Since its founding in 
2002, EastAgri has proven to be an effective 
communication channel for its key member 
institutions and the website is recognized 
as a valuable reference for agricultural 
investment information in EBRD countries of 
operation. Now MedAgri will lead the way in 
the SEMED region. 
If you would like to learn more about the 
networks, lessons learned and best practices 
in agri-food investment, please join us for a 
coffee break. 

Alessandra Paolini, TCID; 
Jennifer Braun, TCID
Presentation of the new investment 
learning platform

The side event is an interactive presentation 
to promote the new Investment Learning 
Platform (website) to be launched in 2013. 
The computer provides TCI staff and other 
participants access to the test environment 
and to navigate the platform. Comments 
are invited and will be collected, in particular 
regarding the: (i) usability; (ii) content 
organization; and (iii) guidance and training 
material to be made available through the 
platform. The structure of the website and 
the themes addressed by the platform are 
also displayed on a permanent flipchart.

Liza Traniello, TCIA
Mission anecdotes 

This year the Investment Days Programme 
Committee has agreed to have a side event 
entitled “Mission Anecdotes”.  During 
this side event, experiences, stories and 
adventures from TCI staff’s missions will be 
shared.  If you are interested, join us at the 
coffee break.
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TCI Investment Days 2012                                                                                                             Programme
Venue: Hotel H10, via Pietro Blaserna 101                        

 17 December

08:15 Welcome coffee − Lobby bar

Plenary sessions − Room Rioni

08:30 Opening - introduction to the two-day event
Guy Evers, TCID and Laurent Thomas, TC

09:00 Innovations to improve agricultural productivity

Organizers Eugenia Serova, TCID and Charles Riemenschneider, ex-director TCI

Abstract World agriculture is entering a new technological era that holds great promise. Biotechnology, improved water management, and advanced information and 
communication systems have potential to increase productivity, enhance the environment, improve food safety and quality, and dramatically change the world’s 
agricultural landscape. Much of the progress achieved over the past half century was the result of public agricultural research. During declining growth in public 
agricultural investments during the 1990s, global levels have started to increase again since 2000, which has been mainly the result of accelerating growth in a 
number of large, advanced middle-income countries. Early knowledge of the future technologies and innovative products can already be understood today from the 
R&D programmes of leading corporations.

Moderator Charles Riemenschneider, ex-director TCI

Speakers
 
 

Julian Alston, Professor, University of California, Davis
Trends in Agricultural R&D and Productivity

Margaret Zeigler, Executive Director, Global Harvest Initiative 
Private Sector Initiatives for Improving Agricultural Productivity

Riikka Rajalahti, Senior Agricultural Specialist,  World Bank 
Emerging Knowledge on Agricultural Innovation Systems

Andrea Sonnino, OEK (Discussant)

10:30 Coffee break – Lobby bar

Side event: Realizing the potential of agriculture innovation in family farming; OEK - Foyer

11:00 Where does agriculture fit on the development policy agenda?

Organizer Eugenia Serova, TCID

Abstract Views on the role of agriculture in development are heavily influenced by Asian experience of green revolution and the roles of smallholders. However, there is a strong 
opinion in the development community that the other economic processes that took place at the same time in these settings were very much underestimated and 
central roles of both agriculture in growth and the essential role of smallholders, both in general terms and that based on collected evidence, are being questioned. The 
issue of where agriculture fits on the development policy agenda should also be considered.
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Moderator Eugenia Serova, TCID

Speakers Stefan Dercon, Chief Economist at DFID, Oxford Professor
Where does agriculture fit on the development policy agenda?

Karen Brooks, CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions and Markets 
Agriculture for development: Advocacy or evidence?

Kostas Stamoulis, ESA
Facilitating the agricultural transformation process

12:30 Lunch − Restaurant

13:30-15:00 First slot of parallel sessions

  Session I: Agricultural innovation systems for food security

Room Campo Marzio

Organizer María del Mar Polo, TCIO in collaboration with OEK 

Abstract Many developing countries have recently increased their interest in investing in the agricultural innovation system (AIS) to address food security and adapt to climate 
change. When seeking to achieve socio-cultural, environmental, and economic impacts, the ability to innovate is often related to collective action and coordination, 
exchange of knowledge among diverse actors, and incentives and resources available to form partnerships and develop business. This session describes the key 
interventions needed for an effective AIS.

Moderator Suzanne Raswant, TCIO

Panelists Julien de Meyer, OEK
César Falconi, Principal Economist, Inter-American Development Bank 
John Pressing, FAO Peru
María del Mar Polo, TCIO

  Session II: FAO statistical initiatives in measuring investment in agriculture

Room Ripa

Organizers Eugenia Serova, TCID/Gary Jones, ESS and Erdgin Mane, ESS

Abstract Mobilizing resources and measuring the development impact of investment in agriculture is fundamental, but requires a comprehensive time-series dataset that 
encompasses resources for agricultural investment from private or public and external or internal sources in an internationally comparable dataset that supports 
analysis of the related resource flows (levels and shares) on Agricultural Capital Stocks.  

Moderator Gary Jones, ESS
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Panelists Gary Jones, ESS
Erdgin Mane, ESS
Sarah Lowder, ESA
Brian Carisma, ESA
Jakob Skoet, ESA
Astrit  Sulstarova, Officer in Charge, Trends and Data Section, UNCTAD
Cécile Sangaré, Statistical Analyst, Statistics and Monitoring Division, OECD 

Session III: Investing in irrigated agriculture: New developments and trends – Irrigation management transfer 

Room Trevi

Organizers Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; Klaus Urban, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni Muñoz, TCIN ; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and members of the TCI 
Water Thematic Group

Abstract The success of Irrigation Management Transfer (IMT), introduced around the world some 30 years ago, has been variable. At the same time, the environment of 
irrigated agriculture has been changing significantly during the last decade. Large public systems are not necessarily the primary options anymore, modern irrigation 
technology is expanding and private sector involvement in irrigation is being hotly discussed. This session will discuss whether IMT remains a relevant concept and 
what the implications of these changes are for the institutional framework of irrigation in the 21st century.

Moderator Giovanni Muñoz, TCIN

Panelists Klaus Urban, TCIO
Joop Stoutjesdijk, Lead Irrigation Engineer, World Bank
Manish Singh, Project Director, Madhya Pradesh: Water Sector Restructuring Project, India 
Zhijun Chen,TCIO
R. S. Julaniya, Principal Secretary of Water Resource Department of Madhya Pradesh

  Session IV: Social protection transfers and food security

Room Trastevere

Organizers Alberta Mascaretti, TCIA and Pamela Pozarny, TCIA

Abstract Development partners have increased their interest in social transfers as a means of poverty reduction and safety net protection. There is a recognition of strong links 
between social protection and household decision-making on investments. Requests for TCI to formulate and contribute to social protection-related programmes have 
been increasing. TCI staff therefore would benefit from building greater knowledge and understanding of different approaches, instruments used, and results to date. 
The session would (i) provide an overview of current thinking around social transfers; and (ii) facilitate debate on experiences and their impacts.

Moderator Kostas Stamoulis, ESA

Panelists Nicholas Freeland, Freelance Expert Consultant
Rodrigue Vinet, TCE
Annalisa Conte, Chief of the Cash-for-Change Service, WFP
Benjamin Davis, ESA
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15:00 Coffee break – Lobby bar

Side event: EastAgri & MedAgri: Where networking matters; FAO/EBRD Cooperation team - Foyer

15:30 Second slot of parallel sessions

  Session V: Laos rice policy and rice sector trends

Room Campo Marzio

Organizer Nuno Santos, TCIO

Abstract The session will present a policy study completed in 2012 on the Laos Rice Sector. The study is a result of collaboration between TCI, FAO RAP, WB, IRRI and the 
Government of Laos. The session will focus on the analysis and key messages of the study including trade policy issues, efficiency of public spending and food security.  
It will also provide an overview of global and regional perspectives on the rice sector. Finally, the session will be an opportunity to discuss some of the key analytical 
tools employed in this type of policy related work. 

Moderator Suzanne Raswant, TCIO

Speakers Nuno Santos, TCIO 
Concepcion Calpe, EST

Session VI: Comprehensive capacity development for investment support at country level – Early experience from TCI-assisted projects

Room Ripa

Organizers Astrid Agostini, TCID; Guenther Feiler, TCID; Jennifer Braun, TCID

Abstract Capacity development for investment projects are now being implemented  in Bangladesh, Sierra Leone and in support of CAADP (five countries, so far DRC and 
Cameroun). TCI is involved in different ways in supporting these projects. In this session country staff and TCI colleagues will present early implementation experience, 
highlighting challenges and first results, and outlining specific focus areas and approaches taken by the various projects in response to the needs identified in 
country.  Interactive discussion sessions will focus on how to strengthen project approaches to CD for investment in areas such as engagement of diverse investment 
stakeholders, partnerships with CD providers, and the development and use of tools; and to promote knowledge exchange and learning beyond the projects to the 
wider investment work.

Moderator Guenther Feiler, TCID

Panelists Astrid Agostini, TCID 
Benoist Veillerette, TCIN
Andre Lachapelle, TCIA
Thomas Muenzel, TCIA
Mahmud Hossain, FAO Bangladesh
Chakib Zouaghi, FAO Sierra Leone
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  Session VII: Investing in irrigated agriculture - New developments and trends: Assessing the potential of PPPs to improve irrigation water management

Room Trevi

Organizers Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; Klaus Urban, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni Muñoz, TCIN ; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and members of the TCI 
Water Thematic Group

Abstract Poor operation and maintenance coupled with low rate of collection of irrigation fees, have often been used for inviting farmers to participate in the management of 
their irrigation schemes during the PIM/IMT (Participatory Irrigation Management / Irrigation Management Transfer) decades, and are now being used for calling the 
private sector to be involved. The PIM/IMT models call for users’ involvement in governance to different degrees with the assumption that by being more in the driving 
seat, users could take better care of providing irrigation services when compared with government management alone.  The rationale for PPPs goes beyond to propose 
that the private sector has the interest, the capacity and the knowledge to provide these services in a more cost-effective manner. The relative success in recent years of 
the PPP model in financing infrastructure development in sectors such as transport and sanitation, has led to a number of PPP pilots in the irrigation sector. What are 
these experiences telling us so far?

Moderator Klaus Urban, TCIO

Panelists Giovanni Muñoz, TCIN
Ijsbrand H. De Jong, Senior Water Resources Management Specialist, World Bank
Amadou Soumaila, TCIA
Luis Loyola, FAORLC
R. S.  Julaniya, Principal Secretary of Water Resource Department of Madhya Pradesh
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 18 December

Plenary sessions − Room Rioni

08:30 Lessons from rural livelihoods programs in India

Organizers  Jim Hancock, TCIN and Claudio Gregorio, TCIN 

Abstract A presentation will be made on the livelihoods programmes in India States, which have been supported by the World Bank over the last 10 years. These are now being 
implemented on a very large scale, especially in Andhra Pradesh, and are also being mainstreamed into National Rural Livelihoods Mission, with World Bank support of 
USD 750 million. FAO Investment Centre has worked with the World Bank to take stock of these projects and draw lessons.

Moderator Mohammed Manssouri, TCID 

Speakers Parmesh Shah, Lead Rural Livelihoods Advisor South Asia, World Bank – lead presenter
Adolfo Brizzi, Director, Policy & Technical Advisory Division , IFAD
Thomas Lindemann, NRC
Jim Hancock, TCIN

10:15 Coffee break – Lobby bar

Side event: Presentation of the new investment learning platform Alessandra Paolini, TCID; Jennifer Braun, TCID - Foyer

10:45 Presentation of building performance partnerships workshop

Organizers Guy Evers, TCID and Liza Traniello, TCIA

Abstract Through a learning process that is both personalized and engaging, the 'Building Performance Partnerships' workshop will help staff and supervisors to further develop 
their skills and techniques in building positive and productive working relationships and managing individual performance. This half-day workshop will be offered to 
the TCI division during the course of 2013. The course will be presented to TCI touching upon the objectives and benefits of attending this workshop.

Speakers Hélène Jasinski, CSP and Sara NiChoncheanainn, CSP

11:00 FAO’s strategic objectives: Challenges and opportunities for the organization’s support to investment

Organizers Jeffrey Griffin, TCIO and Dieter Muller-Praefcke, TCIO

Abstract The Strategic Objectives (SOs) being formulated in FAO will play a central role in the work of our organization. The first half of the session will provide an overview 
of the five SOs themselves and the two cross cutting elements.  The second half of the session is designed to go beyond presentations and provide FAO colleagues 
with an opportunity to discuss with the leaders of the respective SO working groups how the organization can best support member countries in achieving these SOs 
through enhancing investment support at country level. Panel members will be present to offer their perspective on a few select overarching questions to be posed by 
the moderator as well as answering questions from the audience and to provide their views on key relevant issues they may choose to highlight.  

Moderator Jeffrey Griffin, TCIO

Speaker Dieter Muller-Praefcke, TCIO
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Panelists Kostas Stamoulis, Strategic Objective 1, ESA
Alexander Müller, Strategic Objective 2, NRD
Marcela Villarreal, Strategic Objective 3, OCP
Eugenia Serova, Strategic Objective 4, TCI
Laurent Thomas, Strategic Objective 5, ADG
Boyd Haight, Director, overall perspective on next steps for SOs, OSP

12:30 Lunch − Restaurant

13:30-15:00 First slot of parallel sessions

  Session I: The right to food: How is it relevant to investment in agriculture and rural development?

Room Campo Marzio

Organizers Barbara Ekwall, ESA and Ida Christensen, TCIO

Abstract The right to adequate food is primarily about having access to sufficient quantity and quality of food through production and procurement or, in some cases, provision. 
Investment in agriculture and rural development (ARD) is important as it is a way to enhance food production and accessibility, but some ARD investments affect local 
livelihoods and may not be responsive to the needs of poor and food insecure groups. This session addresses issues in the intersections of the promotion of effective 
investment in ARD and support to the progressive realization of the right to food, which respectively fall within the objectives of the TCI and ESA. It aspires to show 
how the right to food and investment in ARD relate to and reinforce each other.

Moderator Ida Christensen, TCIO

Speakers
 

Olivier de Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food
Barbara Ekwall, ESA
Rolf Künnemann, Human Rights Director, FIAN International
Christina Grieder,  Swiss Permanent Representative to FAO

  Session II: Evidence-based policy analysis in Africa

Room Ripa

Organizers Eugenia Serova, TCID and Keith Wiebe, ESA

Abstract Investment projects should be evaluated with a forward-looking perspective on the analysis of agriculture and agri-food markets, and the policy environment 
surrounding them. Policy distortions affect development, not just domestically, but also in neighboring or other trading countries. Combining assessments of the current 
policy environment in selected African countries (through the Monitoring African Food and Agricultural Policies project) with models that project market conditions 
(such as the OECD-FAO Outlook work) may provide a useful basis for assessing policy options, including the quantitative impacts of those options. 

Moderator Keith Wiebe, ESA
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Speakers
 
 

Jean Balie, ESA
Federica Angelucci, EST
Merritt Cluff, EST

  Session III: Agricultural innovation systems: Bridging the institutional gap between agriculture and irrigation

Room Trevi

Organizers Kunduz Masylkanova, TCIN; Klaus Urban, TCIO; Jim Hancock, TCIN; Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP; Giovanni Muñoz, TCIN ; Zhijun Chen, TCIO and members of the TCI 
Water Thematic Group

Abstract Despite the common understanding of the importance of innovation, new technologies and extension services and the need to improve agricultural productivity within 
irrigated agriculture, these subjects are often sidelined when it comes to project design and/or implementation.  This session discusses how to put agricultural produc-
tivity at the forefront and close the gap among institutions.

Moderator Jim Hancock, TCIN

Speakers
 
 

Benjamin O’Brien, FAORAP
Guido Santini, NRL FAO
Satya Priya, FAO SPACC Project, India
Konda Reddy Chavva, Andhra Pradesh Farmer’s Field School, Senior Consultant

15:00 Coffee break – Lobby bar

Side event: Mission anecdotes Liza Traniello, TCIA – Lobby Bar

15:30 Second slot of parallel sessions

  Session IV: Farmer field schools in investment projects - Merits, limitations and pit holes

Room Campo Marzio

Organizers Takayuki Hagiwara, TCIO; Alberta Mascaretti, TCIA; Marjon Fredix, AGP

Abstract The Farmer Field School (FFS) is an innovative, participatory and interactive learning approach that emphasizes problem-solving and discovery-based learning. FFS 
aims to build farmers’ capacity to analyze their production systems, identify problems, test possible solutions, and eventually encourage the participants to adopt the 
practice most suitable to their farming systems.

Moderator Takayuki Hagiwara, TCIO

Speakers
 
 

Marjon Fredix, AGP
Takayuki Hagiwara, TCIO
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  Session V: Youth employment in agriculture

Room Ripa

Organizers Francesca Dalla Valle, ESW and Wadzanai Katsande, TCIA 

Abstract In the face of rapid global urbanization, the number of young women and men in rural areas of many developing countries is decreasing. The migration of rural youth 
translates into fewer agricultural producers and transformers. For those who remain in rural areas, the prospects of finding decent work are limited. Faced with little or 
no access to land, markets, finance or education, rural youth struggle to make agricultural activities profitable.

Moderator Wadzanai Katsande, TCIA

Speakers
 
 
 

Emmanuel S. Mdidi, Tanzania Federation of Cooperatives, Public Relations Officer
Anne-Laure Roy, IFAD
Peter Wobst, ESW
Reuben Sessa, NRC

  Session VI: Private sector investment in the food chain: Does efficiency necessarily clash with inclusiveness?

Room Trevi

Organizer Emmanuel Hidier, TCIN

Abstract Smallholder farmers face major difficulties to participate in modern agrifood chains and add value to their production. These include low volumes of produce to sell, 
higher transaction costs, limited options to cover market and price risks, difficulties to adopt quality standards, and – generally – poor access to land, credit, training/
education, water, inputs, and technology. Including smallholders into value chains can create opportunities for improved farm productivity and incomes. It can also 
support the development of downstream agribusinesses by broadening their sourcing strategy. The actual challenge is how to integrate small farmers into the value 
chain in an efficient and sustainable manner.

Moderator Emmanuel Hidier, TCIN

Panelists
 
 
 

Heike Harmgart, Senior Economist, OCE, EBRD
Dmitry Prikhodko, TCIN
Rodrigo Castañeda, OCP
Florence Tartanac, AGS
Jasna Mikacic, Agrokor
Pedro Arias, EST
Myron Pundor, Deputy Head, Milk Procurement Department, Bel Shostka Ukraine
Joško Čurić, Mandarin Producer, Neretva Valley, Croatia together with Josip Jagušt, Project Coordinator, Croatia

17:00 Cocktail – Lobby bar  - Awards Ceremony 

 



Speakers



Dr. Julian M. Alston is professor 
of microeconomic theory and the 
analysis of agricultural markets 
and policies in the Department of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics 
of the University of California at 
Davis. He is a member of the Giannini 
Foundation of Agricultural Economics 
and serves as the director of the 
Robert Mondavi Institute Center for 
Wine Economics and as associate 
director for science and technology 
policy at the University of California 
Agricultural Issues Center. He holds 
a Ph. D. in Economics from North 
Carolina State University. Dr. Alston 
was previously employed as an 
agricultural economist, research 
assistant and assistant professor. 

Julian@primal.ucdavis.edu

Julian M. Alston Adolfo Brizzi Karen Brooks Annalisa Conte

Adolfo Brizzi is IFAD director of Policy 
and Technical Advisory Division since 
March 2012. Before that he worked in 
the World Bank for 22 years, including 
as Sector Manager, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, for the South 
Asia Region. Before the World Bank 
he worked in FAO for 8 years. He has 
been involved in a range of advisory 
and investment-related activities 
covering agriculture, natural resources 
management, rural livelihoods, 
community driven development, rural 
finance, water and irrigation, forestry, 
bio-diversity and land issues. His 
experience spans over Africa, Latin 
America and Asia. He has a Master in 
Agriculture Economics and a Master 
in Environmental Sciences.

a.brizzi@ifad.org

Karen Brooks joined IFPRI in August 
2012 as Director, CGIAR Research 
Program on Policies, Institutions 
and Markets.  Prior to joining IFPRI 
she worked at The World Bank for 
more than twenty years, the last 
ten of which as Sector Manager for 
Agricultural Operations, The Africa 
Region.   Dr. Brooks received both 
her PhD and Master’s degrees in 
Economics from the University of 
Chicago, where she was a National 
Science Foundation Graduate Fellow. 
Prior to joining the World Bank, 
she was Associate Professor in the 
Department of Applied Economics at 
the University of Minnesota. 

K.Brooks@cgiar.org

Annalisa Conte was appointed Chief 
of the Cash-for-Change Service of the 
UN World Food Programme in March 
2011. Ms. Conte is responsible for 
the development of WFP corporate 
systems, processes and tools enabling 
the organization to deliver cash and 
vouchers at scale in the 80 countries 
where WFP has operations.  Prior to 
her current assignment, Ms. Conte 
served as WFP Representative and 
Country Director in Burkina Faso 
(West Africa) for 5 years where 
she designed and oversaw the 
implementation of WFP first large 
scale voucher programme in Africa. 
She holds a Master of Science degree 
in Regional Planning from the 
University of Venice, Italy.

annalisa.conte@wfp.org

Konda Reddy Chavva

Konda Reddy Chavva is Senior 
Consultant, Community Organization 
in the Strategic Pilot on Adaptation 
to Climate Change (SPACC) Project. 
Presently, Konda is playing a lead role 
in the design and implementation 
of Farmer Climate Schools (FCS). In 
the past, he coordinated the World 
Education team that assisted in 
the design and implementation of 
Farmer Water Schools (FWS) on the 
Andhra Pradesh Farmer Managed 
Groundwater Systems (APFAMGS) 
Project. His expertise is in usage 
of participatory approaches and 
experiential learning processes 
across various sectors – livelihoods, 
agriculture, groundwater 
management, climate change, child 
labour, nutrition and HIV/AIDS. He 
is currently pursuing dissertation 
research with the Center for 
International Education, University of 
Massachusetts, USA.

konda.spacc@gmail.com



Stefan Dercon

Prof. Dercon has been appointed 
Chief Economist at the Department 
for International Development for 
three years from January 2012. 
The Department for International 
Development (DFID) leads the British 
Government’s fight against world 
poverty.  Prof. Dercon provides 
intellectual leadership for DFID’s 120 
economists located in the UK and 
country offices.

s-dercon@dfid.gov.uk

Cesar Falconi Nicholas Freeland

Principal Economist, Environment 
and Natural Disasters Division, at 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank. Mr. Falconi, a Peruvian citizen, 
has been with the Inter-American 
Development Bank since 2000.  
Previous assignments at the Bank 
include working as Rural Development 
Unit Chief, and Principal Project 
Economist in the Environment and 
Natural Resources Management 
Division, Regional Operations 
Department 3. Mr. Falconi has lead 
projects around Latin America in 
the areas of agriculture and rural 
development. Mr. Falconi holds a 
Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics 
from the University of Minnesota. 
His previous work assignments 
include serving as Chief of the Latin 
America and East Asia Division of 
the Investment Center of FAO in 
Rome, Italy; Principal Officer of the 
International Service of National 
Agricultural Research in The Hague, 
The Netherlands, and an Economist 
of the Office of the Minister of 
Economics and Finance in Lima, Peru.

CESARF@iadb.org

Nicholas Freeland is a consultant 
specialising in policy advice and 
information systems for food 
security, poverty reduction and 
social protection. For six years he 
was Programme Director of the 
DFID- and AusAID-funded Regional 
Hunger & Vulnerability Programme 
(RHVP), promoting social protection 
as a response to chronic poverty 
in southern Africa. He is currently 
managing the European Commission’s 
Advisory Service in Social Transfers 
(ASiST), and is a member of AusAID's 
Social Protection Expert Panel, which 
has included recent assignments in 
Bangladesh and Indonesia. 

nicholas.freeland@wanadoo.fr

IJsbrand De Jong Olivier De Schutter

Olivier De Schutter has been the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur 
(SR) on the Right to Food since 
May 2008. The SR serves as an 
independent expert appointed by 
the UN Human Rights Council to 
examine and report back on the right 
to food. The SR is also a Member of 
the Advisory Group of the Committee 
on World Food Security of the FAO. 
Mr De Schutter is a Professor at the 
Catholic University of Louvain and at 
the College of Europe (Natolin), and 
also a Member of the Global Law 
School Faculty at New York University 
and a Visiting Professor at Columbia 
University. In his work under the SR 
mandate as well as in his capacity 
as an academic, Mr De Schutter has 
been addressing critical issues that 
fall in the intersections between 
the right to food and investment in 
agriculture and rural development. His 
most recent book is : Foreign Direct 
Investment and Human Development. 
The Law and Economics of 
International Investment Agreements. 
For more information, please visit:

http://www.srfood.org/

IJsbrand de Jong holds a Master’s 
Degree from Wageningen University 
in Irrigation. He has over 25 years 
of professional experience in Africa, 
Central, Europe and South- and 
Southeast-Asia, where he worked 
with IWMI, ILO, FAO and the World 
Bank. For the past 12+ years, he is a 
Senior Water Resources Management 
Specialist with the World Bank, and 
responsible for projects in Europe and 
Central Asia. Throughout his career, 
Mr. de Jong has developed an interest 
in improving the accountability 
and the quality of irrigation and 
drainage service delivery to enhance 
sustainability, among others by 
establishing partnerships between 
the public and private sector for the 
operation of irrigation schemes in 
Ethiopia, Albania and Tajikistan.

idejong@worldbank.org



Ugo Gentilini Christina Grieder  Radhey Shyam Julaniya

Ugo Gentilini serves as Social 
Protection Specialist in WFP. Under 
his current capacity, he helps 
advancing WFP’s engagement in 
safety nets and social protection 
across countries. Recently, he’s been 
involved in formulating WFP’s policy 
and programming framework on 
cash-based transfers. With a PhD in 
Economics, Ugo has over a decade 
of professional experience and has 
published widely on the mentioned 
matters.”

ugo.gentilini@wfp.org

Ms Christina Grieder is the Head 
of the Permanent Representation 
of Switzerland to FAO, IFAD 
and WFP. She has had several 
years of experience working on 
agricultural development and land 
use in developing countries.  She 
participated in several international 
negotiations and  represented 
Switzerland in Core Donors Group and 
working groups on diverse agricultural 
themes. Before her assignment as the 
Permanent Representative, she was 
Head of the Division for International 
Financial Institutions SDC, and then 
Head of the Swiss Contribution Office 
for the Baltic countries.

christine.grieder@sdc.net

Mr. Radhey Shyam Julaniya comes 
from the Indian Administrative 
Service, which is the premier civil 
service of India.  He is post-graduate 
in Commerce. He has put in 27 years 
of service in various fields - district 
administration, education, women 
& child development, rehabilitation, 
industry and industrial development, 
energy and water resource 
development. He worked in the 
federal government as Joint Secretary, 
Industrial Policy and Promotion where 
he formulated policies of the Indian 
Government in the field of intellectual 
property rights and foreign direct 
investment. 
His work and leadership in the Water 
Resources Department as Principal 
Secretary has immensely contributed 
in turning around the irrigation 
service delivery scenario in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

julaniya@gmail.com

Heike Harmgart

Dr Heike Harmgart is a Senior 
Economist, co-leading the EBRD’s 
“Private Sector for Food Security 
Initiative” – aimed at improving 
private-public policy coordination 
along the global food value-
chain across the whole transition 
region. She is also the Senior 
Regional Economist for the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region in charge of 
the Macro Economic and Structural 
Economic Analysis. Her current 
research projects include work on the 
impact of innovation and government 
policies on growth.
She holds an Economics Master’s 
degree from Berlin’s Humboldt 
University and a PhD in Economics 
from University College London.

harmgarh@ebrd.com

Rolf Künnemann

Rolf Künnemann is the Human 
Rights Director of FIAN International. 
He is one of the convenors of this 
organization and served many years 
as its Secretary General. Since the 
late 1980s he has been involved in 
promoting the right to food – through 
trainings, case work, fact finding 
mission and advocacy – around the 
world. He contributed to the work 
of the UN Committee on Economic, 
Socialand Cultural Rights in Geneva. 
Currently he also serves as the 
secretary to the ETO Consortium – an 
international network of CSOs and 
academics promoting the application 
of States’  extraterritorial obligations 
under economic, social and cultural 
rights.

kuennemann@fian.org



Parmesh Shah

Mr. Parmesh Shah leads the rural 
livelihood cluster in South Asia region 
of the World Bank and oversees 
many investments in the region 
involving community institutions 
and social, financial and economic 
inclusion of the rural poor and making 
markets work for the poor. He has 
worked for more than twenty eight 
years with private sector, public 
sector, foundations and civil society 
organizations in areas of institutional 
development, market and business 
development for the rural poor, 
agribusiness, local governance 
and economic development and 
social entrepreneurship. He has 
degrees in engineering and business 
management and a doctorate in 
development studies.

pshah@worldbank.org

Emmanuel Selestine Mdidi is a 
Tanzania Federation of Cooperatives 
(TFC) Publicity and Public Relations 
Officer since March 2009. Before 
joining TFC he was working with 
The Daily News newspaper as a 
journalist since for six months from 
2008 to 2009. From 2002 to 2005 
he worked with Jayham Tanzania 
Ltd as a sales executive. At TFC 
Emmanuel S. Mdidi is working, apart 
from Media and relationship related 
activities in the organization, he also 
work as a Knowledge Management 
and Learning (KM&L) specialist 
and a youth correspondent of the 
organization. He has a Bachelor 
Degree in Mass Communication from 
St. Augustine University of Tanzania in 
November 2008

ushirika@ushirika.co.tz

Riikka Rajalahti works as a Sr. 
Agricultural Specialist in ARD of 
the World Bank, specializing in 
Agricultural Innovation Systems (AIS). 
Her main task in the current role is 
to promote operationalization of the 
AIS approach in the Bank lending 
operations via capturing global 
good practices, knowledge transfer 
and direct cross-support to regions. 
One of the recent key activities has 
been to lead the development of an 
Investment Sourcebook on AIS. 
Her main focus for the past 15 
years has been on agricultural R&D, 
extension systems, AIS and overall 
small-holder agriculture and rural 
enterprise development in different 
capacities, including the World 
Bank, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Finland, Catholic Relief Services, 
Consultancy and Academia. She 
has a Ph.D. in Vegetable Crops from 
Cornell University and M.Sc. in Crop 
production/Agronomy from University 
of Helsinki. 

rrajalahti@worldbank.org

Ms Cécile Sangaré is a Statistical 
Analyst working on non-ODA 
Development Finance in the Statistical 
Policy, Analysis and Engagement 
Unit of the Statistics and Monitoring 
Division of the OECD’s Development 
Co-operation Directorate. Ms 
Sangaré has been focusing on the 
enhancement of DAC statistics for 
the last 6 years, and more specifically 
on non-ODA flows since 2011, and 
her previous experience includes 4 
years in the Trade and Agricultural 
Directorate of the OECD working on 
export credits.

Cecile.SANGARE@oecd.org

Emmanuel S. Mdidi Riikka Rajalahti Cécile Sangaré

Charles H. Riemenschneider was the 
Director of the Investment Centre of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) in 
Rome from 2006 to 2012. The 
Investment Centre has cooperative 
work agreements with more than 20 
international financing institutions 
and UN partners, the largest of 
which is with the World Bank. Under 
these cooperative programmes, the 
Centre staff is involved with sector 
analysis, formulation, supervision 
and evaluation of investment projects 
and programmes in agriculture, rural 
development and natural resource 
management funded by international 
financing institutions and bilateral 
donors. Dr. Riemenschneider holds 
an M.S. and Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Economics from Michigan State 
University and a B.S. in Agricultural 
Economics from Rutgers University. 

criemensch@aol.com

Charles H. 
Riemenschneider



Margaret Zeigler

Dr. Zeigler has dedicated her career 
to addressing global hunger and food 
security, most recently serving as the 
Deputy Director at the Congressional 
Hunger Center, where she spent 
the past 18 years working closely 
with the public and private sectors, 
non-profit organizations, industry 
leaders and policy makers to promote 
food security and reduce hunger. 
Dr. Zeigler is a recognized thought 
leader on food security issues, serving 
as a media commentator and writer 
for several publications and news 
networks around the world.

zeigler@globalharvestinitiative.org 

Astrit Sulstarova

Dr. Sulstarova is an Economic 
Affairs Officer in the  Division of 
Investment and Enterprise of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development. He is involved 
mainly in research, and econometric 
and statistical modeling of foreign 
direct investment (FDI) and activities 
of transnational corporations (TNCs). 
He is actively involved in UNCTAD 
technical assistance aiming at helping 
different countries to enhance their 
institutional capacity as regards 
the compilation, dissemination and 
analysis of data on FDI and the 
operations of TNCs. He obtained a 
degree as Mathematician from Tirana 
University in Albania; M.A. in Applied 
Economic from Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Vienna, Austria and Ph.D. 
in International Economics from 
Graduate Institute for International 
Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Astrit.Sulstarova@unctad.org

Manish Singh of the Indian 
Administrative Services has very rich 
experience in a number of sectors like 
Finance, Land Revenue, Industries, 
Urban Development and Local Self 
Government.  He holds bachelor’s degree 
in Instrumentation Engineering as well as 
Law. Mr. Singh is currently the Additional 
Secretary, Water Resources and Project 
Director- World Bank Projects.
His role was instrumental in ensuring 
flow of benefits to the farmers in the 
command of Bansagar and Rajghat 
projects where irrigation was delivered to 
70,000 hectares and 162,000 hectares 
respectively in 2011-12.
As Project Director of Madhya Pradesh 
Water Sector Restructuring Project 
(MPWSRP), he has ensured that more 
than 200,000 hectares of lost irrigation 
potential is reclaimed. He is currently 
working on a pilot sub-project where the 
rights to collect and retain service fee 
have been transferred to the Water Users 
Associations. He is also spear heading a 
campaign to create an irrigation water 
database and MIS for making available 
the right data for informed decision 
making. These systems have contributed 
immensely in creating transparency and 
enabling field level functionaries.

project_director_picu@yahoo.co.in

Manish Singh Joop Stoutjesdijk

Joop Stoutjesdijk is a Lead Irrigation 
Engineer in the World Bank.  He 
joined the World Bank in August 1996 
and has worked in the Caucasus, 
Central Asia, South Asia, and East 
Asia.  He currently works in the 
South Asia Region with responsibility 
for the preparation and review of 
implementation of water, irrigation, 
flood management, and dam safety 
projects in Bhutan, India, Nepal, and 
Sri Lanka.  He combines expertise 
in the development, rehabilitation, 
modernization, and management of 
irrigation systems, including dams, 
and institutional development of 
irrigation agencies and water users 
associations.  He also works in the 
Philippines on irrigation and flood 
management projects.  Before joining 
the World bank, he worked for FAO 
from October 1982 to August 1996, 
mainly in African countries, but also 
in Mongolia.  He is currently based in 
Manila, the Philippines.      

Jstoutjesdijk@worldbank.org
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