iation to my dear friend Prime Minister
r-General Dr. Jaques Diout. 1 address this
point of Eqypt's Chairmanship of the
e states comprise almost two thirds of the
d Nations, and whose peoples ate the most
svailing food security situation,

 These risks present a dire t threat o the lives of millions of people, and to

_a_d_dif_i_o:;’él burdenson themfhai'hrmt their ability to achieve the Millennium
Development Goal I, which i to halve the proportion of people who suffer

The world still remains distant from achlevmg _fhiS' goal, and our Summit
today convenes at a time of an acute international economic crisis, during

which the number of those who suffer from hunger and malnutrition has

surpassed one --bHIiQ'n;';'-:thaf-ig‘racxé?’tﬁéﬁ one sixth of the world population,

representing an __"i_ncréa'sé of onehundred.mﬂ} illion people compared to the




The crisis of the infernational economic recession has interlocked with the
crisis of the global increase in the price of focd, both of which have
resulted in this unfortunate substantial increase. Despite the modest retreat
in the global price of food, the current economic crisis has reduced income

levels and job opporfunities, thus limiting the ability of the poor to obtain .

their definitive right to food.

;i LaSi’Year,andfrom this very podlum, 1 ha.d .c'é_ll'é’d: for a global partnership,
- -one which addresses the causes of the food crisis and its consequences in
the short, medium and Ib_i'tg?'fé_rm_s_;, Ihad called for an international dialogue

| to insttute this partnrship, one that presonts solutions fo b agrecd npon
- byall,and‘tobeadhered to by every‘one I reiterated my call during the
| Liﬂquz!aSumrmt of Group of Eight i_iitii;_StijiaiiZeﬁd;_éc'):untiies, just a few days
 after the Non-Aligned Movement Summit in Sharm El-Sheikh. So where do

| westandnowr

 The time has come for us to proceed beyond the dialogue phase, towards

 serious and tangible steps, that address the question of food security on the
reality on the ground. The causes of the food crisis are clear, and the means
torectzfythemal‘eknownWeneed an mternatlona.l program of action, one
it addresse this queston rom a comprehensivs poracsctve, st wher
Flrsf Theattammentof food security in’ developing nations does not take

place in isclation from their overall efforts for comprehonsivg
~ developmment. On the contrary, it is linked to the state of their economy,
infrastructure; road and transportation networks , distribution outlets and
domestic _tiféféi‘e".' stmctares It 15 alsolmkedto théi_r_._-human development

efforts, controlling their population growth and development of education,

Al of this requires real support from wealthy advanced nations fo the
nations of the developing world. It is true that the development partners

have committed = during the L'Aquila Surmmit - 20 billion USD over the next

three years to be allocated for increasing agricultural production and

productivity. And it is true that this commitment represents an important
2 |




step on this track, but it remains - like other commitmentis — to be urgently
implemented on the ground, in a mannrer that includes additional funding,
and not mevely the reallocation of funding resources that ave already

| avatlable

: Second The share of agriculture in official development assistance has
'- decreesed from 17% in 1980 to neariy 5% at present, and this requlres a
o '.reassessment on ttte part of . donor countrzes and mstttutzons Over 70% of
the populattons of developmg countrtes are eng‘aged in the ag:ncultura},
o sect'___ __';_:'-';_and we need to work to deveiop thts vital segment s:tnce it is an
'_ essenttal component of the 1nternat10nal efforts to realize food security. I
| ' 't te before t "_'s"-f_Sunmut that the countnes of the developrng World

o dec e n_egetlve effects of cltmate change Wt.th 1ts requrs.tte
_ phenomen 8 ot‘ coasta.l erosion, ﬂoodmg', desertification, and land artd.tty

S ";among others Today, ]ttst a few weeks before the UI\I Conference on

clinate change in Copenhagen I Would like to. state that the success of the
'_':Conference will remain condttlonal upon its success in: enhancmg' the
| 'abﬂlt'y' of developmg countrles to adapt and address the consequences of
c:11mate change The forthcomtng conference rnust afford this issue the
'same attentton the developed countnes afford to reducmg the emissions
'responSIble t'or globel Warrmng What is needed. is a fair and balanced
package one that realtzes the mterests of a11 m the post 2012 phase

Fourth Ou.r eft'orts to address the food crisis must resist the current
practlces in' the international trade in agrlcultural products, foremost
'among them are protectmrust measures and agncultural sub51d1es by‘
developed countnes These measures have inflicted the most: severe
damage on the agrlcultural sectors of deveiopmg countrles and I call upon
developed countrtes to espouse pos1t1ve pohc1es that lead to ‘consensus in
the Doha round of multilateral trade negotiations. Egypt will continue its




efforts to forge this consensus in its capacity as coordinator of the African
Group in the World Trade Organization.

Fifth: Short term measures fo address food shortages need fto be
ope:tattottahzed mcludmg through the provision of sufficient funding for
_ e:ttstmg mternatzonal mechanisms; and the enhancement of their capacity .

to promde food and humamtaxz.an a551stance raptdly‘ and effectively, and to
" de ' "those Who are J:nost m rteed and are facmg margmahzatlon

i _'.-.:'-_espeCIall y women and. chﬂdren, and here Irecall - in this context — the

-'_deterioratmg ::-humamtanan 51tuat10n m the Gaza Stnp as a result of the
f_ongomg'l' 'aeh blockade ' e

- | " ;_.'compo:":tlon has toecome ._quahfted to ssume a pnrnary role m the globa}.
] rshlP L W ), throu |

i research centers in addressmg the questzon of food secunty

'Eé%cﬁie‘s_i&_?@'en%si'ee!ens1 |

Desplte the 1nternat1onai engagement W‘ith the global food crisis, we must
acknowledge that thls engagement has ‘not — as of yet - reached the
requu:ed and necessary level We are part1c1pat1ng in tl‘us Summit to
contmue to rnamtam th1$ questlon on the mtematlonal agenda and to
collectwely arrive at a common wsmn for addxess:mg it, in its economic and
social dlmenswns and its connect:;.on with countermg the speculatlon in the
subsistence of humankmd and ach1evmg stablhty in food markets. We can
work together for a World that is more humane and just, one that secures
food for all, and eschews —in its th1rd mlllenmum - that ‘more than one

billion of ItS 1nhab1tants remam v:c.ctlms of hunger and malnutrmon
' - o Thank you




