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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Excellencies,
Director General of FAQO,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be in the hist
city of Rome to participate in the World Summi
Food Security. I warmly congratulate HL.E. Mr. Jac
Diouf, the Director General of FAO, for convening
important Summit at a most opportune moment.
threat to food security seems now to be more than
before, in the backdrop of sudden scarcity of food

its price spiral in 2007-2008, the recent world

financial meltdown; and the looming impacts of cli
change. T O T
. The picture we see now is a cruel one forav
where one-sixth of its population, or o er a billior
h the specter of hunger. The vast majori

lo reside in Least Developed Cou

facing food short: ation of develop
gains, and erosion of Millennium Development C
Thls1st1"ulyasadanddepressmgslghtmana

- ' _. - S men’uﬁc andtechnologl caladvancement
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Indeed, the unprecedented increase in food
during the last two years aggravated further
predicament of the LDCs, already reeling 1
declined remittances, reduced export earnings, ¢
crunch, and unemployment at home and abroad, d
global recession. The increased costs of seed
fertilizer, paucity of water and energy have also 2
to the difficulties. These were further compounde
the barriers posed for the entry of products to devel
countries’ markets.

Excellencies,

Our new government on assuming power has
confronted with all these challenges. As a first stej
began 1mplement1ng the agrlcultural ‘policies, v
durmg our prewous tenure from 1996 to 2001 h
us attain food autarky and won us " the prestl
FAO’S Ceres Award We. also reduced substantlall
1rr1gat10n Wlth unlnterrupted power supply We are
striving - for, fa1r prices.. for - farmers an_d, rem
bottlenecks in the marketing cham R
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We have, once again, resurrected agricu
research to find flood, drought, and salinity res:
food and cash crops, access of small farmer
sustainable agricultural  technologies, g
entrepreneurship, and financial credit. We have
revived diversification of crop varieties; building
grain storage capacities to ensure sustained supp
food around the year; putting in place social safety
like -cash ‘and- food transfers and  other’* po
alleviation programs. -

Among many measures, the government adc
in May 2009 a National Food Policy Plan of A
under which all national development partners’ e
and resourcés would be harmomzed for ens
inclusive food security. A

Our efforts have also taken cogmzance of ce
prmc1ples that underpm an ahgned response to red
hunger Whﬂe ‘increasing sustamable Ievels of
secu;rlty hke RO A

(1). Country led plans that are sustamable techn}
sound; and have the pohtzcal and financial  backi
partrier: country: governments and ~other - donors
stakeholders; : e - -
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(2). Comprehensive approach to food securt
including resources for agricultural developme
assistance, nutrition, humanitarian food assistance, a
risk mitigation tools; |

(3). Strategic coordination of assistance at the loc
regional, and global levels to ensure resources &
delivered effectively;

(4). Sustained.and accountable.commitment of financ
resources.

4
Excellencies,

, Only production of food alone cannot guarant
food security. Available food must be _accessib.
particularly to the marglnahzed and the vulnerable E
WhICh a fair and an equltable food govemance systern
requn'ed at both national and 1ntemat10nal level. T
Summxt Declaratlon prevzdes SCOpe to strengthen glot
govemance on food securlty, 1nclud1ng enhanced rc
 of - Cornnnttee - Foo i

'Implementanon of the Declaratlon prov181ons coveris
sustamable agrleultural pohcles transfer of technolog
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equitable and fair trade rules for food and agricultu
products with special and preferential treatment
LDCs, under a reinvigorated and formed FAO w
Director General Jacques Diouf, is now imperati
Better coordination amongst FAO, IFAD and W
would definitely contribute to our goal of attaining fo
Secunty -

Clearly, for implementing the provisions of |
Declaration, substantial fund is essential. If develor
countries could provide  trillions -of dollars to. sz
collapsed - financial markets;: should they not feel a
obhga‘uon to feed the starvmg mﬂhons‘? In this conte
the recent G 8 decision in L Aquﬂla to mob1hze U
20 b1lhon over three years for small farmers in fo
deﬁc:lt deve10pmg countrles is encouragmg Howev
the amount 1s msufﬁclent Addltzonal funds would
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Indeed, food security is also directly relaf
climate change. Bangladesh stands out as a
example where agricultural production has bx
hostage to frequent and erratic natural dis:
thereby, adversely affecting food prodt
Significantly, the demands for meeting the a
effects of climate change is diverting funds all
for sensitive social sectors as health, ‘education, ¢
etc. Shortage of fund has also severely restrict
research efforts in agriculture, particularly in
production. Further breakthrough on high yieldis
or agro-based products could be developed, thou
growing need for discovering  varieties resist
salinity, drought, water submergence, has b

Excellencies,

as well -as su

remedial measures. It is now. r us to abide
Declaration in our bid to save future generatior
the scourge of hunger and poverty. We, in our ¢
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would indeed be guided by the Declaration in

" endeavor to attain food security, the basis for dec
and dignified lives, which the Father of the Nati
Bangabandu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, dreamt for
people of his “Sonar Bangladesh”.

[ thank you all.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu |
May Bangladesh Live Forever




