ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
PRIME MINISTER OF THE KINGDOM OF SWAZILAND,
DR B. S. S. DLAMINI DURING THE WORLD SUMMIT ON FOOD
SECURITY HELD IN ROME ITALY: 16 — 18 NOVEMBER, 2009

Chadirperson

Heads of States and Governments

Secretary-general of the United Nations

Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations

Distinguished Delegates,

It is a great privilege and honour to make this statement on behalf of His
Majesty King Mswati III and Ingwenyama of the Kingdom of Swaziland
who is unable to attend due to equally important national duties. I wish to
convey His greetings and best wishes to all Heads of State and delegations

here present and reiterate the importance Swaziland attaches to this Summit.

Your Excellencies, this Summit is being held at a critical time when the
world is faced with a number of challenges which include the global
financial and economic crises plus the need to reduce world hunger and
eradicate poverty, in particular rural poverty. Faced with such immense
challenges it thus seems that the target of reducing by half the number of
people suffering from hunger and malnutrition in 2015, as agreed in the
1996 World Food Summit, and in line with .Millennium Development Goal

number one, seems illusive.




Excellenczes, the sta.tlsizles before us are overwheimmg and just impossible

_'to 1gnore One bﬂhon people mthout anythmg to eat on a daily basis is

o :'_mexcusabie These are m:dy ﬁlghtenmg statzshcs which must drive us to an

_urgent and umted agenda of actlon And there is a further dunenszon to this
| problem The e}ustmg numbers are not. oniy a ohallenge, but there is a
' :51gmﬁoant degree of msecunty attached to them. F or many countﬁes whose

populaﬁons are devastated by hunger and malnutntlon, there remains

" ":uncertamty rega.rdmg food secumty

) ._ ] Excellenmes, chma‘ée change aéso negatlveiy unpacts on food security.
. ._ Natural dxsasters such as severe droughis an.d ﬂoods in dxﬂ‘erent pas'@s of the
| .'_World have created huge numbers of hungry persons Under such
.".clrcumstances it 1s very dlﬁicult for 'i:he affected populatmns mcludmg the
'rural poor to produce thelr own food Ef there is a recm‘rence of such
'dlsasters then de—mot:vatlon sets m as people ge’z reluctant to engage in

fa.rmmg actlvmes

Excellencnes, a consensus 1s What is requ}red among Member Nations and
mternatlonal cooperatmg parmers to eﬁ'ectlvely address the problem and this
forum prov1des a perfect platform for this. I believe increased investment in

2 agnculture is an 1mportant solutz.on

Excellencxes m the ngdom of Swazlland, about 70% of our population
lives in the rura}. areas, and are dependent on ram—~fed agrlculture They are
also qunerabIe to external shocks. Achxevmg natlonal food security is a

ﬁmdamental Ob_] ective to attain,




Government is prioritizing the development of agriculture and currently it
has allocated more than nine percent of the national budget to this sector.
We are placing renewed emphasis on irrigation development by, among
others, constructing dams countrywide. Furthermore, a Farm Input Support
Program has been developed for implementation. In this regard we invite our

international cooperating partners to assist us implement this program.

In June 2008, a High-Level Conference on food security was held at this
venue. Like in many other fora, we duly committed ourselves to supporting
one another through pledges to be honoured on the basis of our economic
status and technological abilities. International cooperating partners should
now fully commit themselves to address world food security problems in
line with the resolutions they have made. We are banking on the
commitments made by leaders of the G8 countries in partnering with

national governments to be honoured.

I thank you




