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‘?YOUE‘ EXC@H@EI@E@S Heads of State and Government, -
Y@ur Excellency, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary General of the

~ United Nations,
Y@ur Exceﬂency, DrJ acques Dzouf Dmec‘sor-»@en@ral of the

»%mm T

e First World Food Summit in 1996, we set ourselves the
of reducing, by the year 2015, the number of food

ure people in the world by half, Regrettably, nearly 13
ars later, that number has actually increased to an estimated
on, the majority of whom are in developing countries,

::Iy in sub-Saharan Africa.

ummit should thus honesﬂy and crrtlcally examine the
13 es of this food msecurlty in ma;ny parts of the world
us to adopt concrete proposals for resolving them
tors militating against food security in developing




industrialised countries to their farmers, and poor

ultural support infrastructure. Add to this, denial of

se challenges, climate change has had the most

ting impact, especially in Africa. In the Southern

banisation pre- and post-harvest losses and

f food hygiene also affect the quality and safety of

es in developing countries.




 Zimbabwe have come to realize that besides adverse

and ruinous agricultural policies of powerful nations,

.also the challenge of punitive policies of certain

s whose interests stand opposed fo our quest for the
d justice of our land reforms. We face very hostile

ons by these states which have imposed unilateral

on us. This has had a negative impact on our

who, according to our neo-colonialist enemies, must

S0 4s to dam the land reforms we have undertaken. We
sed to enhancing our own capacity for production.

and Gentlemen,

try s agricultural policy objective is primarily to
tional and household food security mainly through
fforts of production. Zimbabwe, like most Southern
ountries, depends on rain-fed agriculture, which has
d economic development due to the unreliability of
or sustained crop production. To mitigate the
‘vulnerability to the vagaries of the weather,

‘¢ has an ongoing programme of dam construction

_a;lsoff seen a wish to make us dependent on food imports




y the country to harness water and develop reliable water

rces. This increase in the number and capacity of dams
45 appreciably enhanced the availability of water resources
igation development. With adequate levels of support,
bwe has the potential to increase the land under
from the present 153 000 to 453 000 hectares.

s the water shortages induced by climate’, change,
bwe has also been affected by shortages of inputs such

lize that our quest for food security is tied to investment

fertilizers and agricultural chemicals. We have come

usmal projects that focus on inputs production. F urther,

or working capital, and the procurement of equipment

:""hinery. To buttress these schemes, the government

oeting both smallholder and commercia] farming sectors.
We remain keenly aware that the mechanisation
gramme cannot be complete if it does not yield the

1o enable us to export value-added products.




ar@ grateful for the support we have received from the
egion, which provided seeds and fertilisers through
@ Agricultural Inputs Support Initiative. With this
ﬁdm SADC, the couniry experienced a dramatic 75

increase in maize production this year. For the

€s. As a result, we have since 2004, given priority to

velopment of bio-energy, with particular emphasis on

and ethanol. To avoid the negative effects of using




¢'as bio-fuel feedstock, our project uses jatropha seed and

ar cane. The use of jatropha seed as feedstock in the bio-

-_Qsﬁ_lf.,prog‘ramme has expanded the market for the jatropha

thus generating incomes for communities, mainly those
al areas. Being a crop that thrives on marginally
ctive soils, jatropha does not pose any threat to the
1iry’s staple maize crop or other cereals in terms of

Tipetition for land.

ige-group to 13,7 per cent, Zimbabwe remains concerned

€ rate is still high because the people most affected by




, Chairman,

budget to agriculture.

Zimbabwe will not allow land

natmn from the mdigemus tarmers by a new’ cia,ss of
m’z@d would-be land owners as this would negate our

f_piemcemred land policy and create new bitter land
_.cts.

~welcome the decision taken at the food security session

i on the sidelines of the G8 Summit in L’ Aquila, Italy, on
July this year, to mobilize US$20 billion support for




reform of policies governing global trade in agricultural

commodities.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to reiterate the call

'f-znfor urgent and substantial increases in investment in
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agricul’rure in developing countries. It is also critical that
agricultural inputs such as seed, fertilisers and chemicals be

‘made easily available to small scale farmers, éspecially

‘women and young people. Finally, may western countries

please remove their illegal and inhuman sanctions on my

‘country and its people!

I thank you.

RGM/lmn




