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Mr. Chairman, 

Your Excellencies, Head of States and Government, 

The Director General, FAO, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 Before I present this brief statement, permit me, to first extend the 

felicitations of the President, Federal Republic of Nigeria, Alhaji Umaru Musa 

Yar’Adua, GCFR, and those of the good people of Nigeria.  Allow me to also 

congratulate the Chairperson of the FAO Council for his commitment to a 

renewed FAO and commend the secretariat for the very good arrangements 

put in place for this meeting, especially for the high quality documents placed 

before us for consideration.  The clarity with which the issues have been 

articulated and presented will go a long way in enhancing the quality of our 

deliberations and final declaration. 

 

2.0 Mr. Chairperson, this World Summit on Food Security has several 

unique features.  Firstly, it will consider the issue of the reform of the 
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Committee on World Food Security necessitated by rising hunger and a weak 

performing CFS.  Secondly, the Summit is coming after the rise in food prices 

in 2007 – 2008, which was followed by the financial and economic crisis in 

2009.  Finally, it is coming at a time, when the food and financial crises that 

shook the world have highlighted the unacceptable level of poverty and hunger 

around the world.  The Summit will no doubt afford the FAO a rare 

opportunity to dialogue incisively on the critical issue at hand – the war against 

hunger - against the backdrop of the rise in the number of hungry people in the 

world to more than one billion.   

 

3.0 The choice of the specific roundtable discussion topics is also very 

appropriate. The roundtable discussions therefore are expected to guide our 

deliberations and interactions and will, no doubt, help keep our discourse on 

the subject matter in sharp focus, by helping us to draw conclusions that will 

send a strong message to the international community at the highest levels of 

political leadership. 

 

4.0 Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, the projected growth in the 

number of hungry people is threatening the efforts to achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), with the likelihood of even reversing the 

development gains made over the last decade.  The key to achieving the MDGs 
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is clear and simple for everyone to see: progress in Agriculture/Rural 

development. Without increased agricultural productivity, production and 

income, the achievement of the MDGs will continue to be off-track.   

 

5.0 I therefore seek this opportunity to call on the developed nations to 

redeem their pledges to the developing nations, most especially the African 

nations.  The declaration by the G8 at its last meeting in L’Aquila, during which 

the G8 committed itself to raising US$20 billion over three years for 

sustainable agricultural development, is welcome. This pledge if redeemed on 

time will go in a long way to address the problem of food insecurity and 

poverty in the developing nations. The major challenges of food insecurity in 

developing nations ranges from low investment in agriculture, lack of value-

chain infrastructure in the area of production, processing and marketing.  

 

6.0     As part of our strategy towards achieving food security, the proportion 

of the budget devoted to Agriculture in the past three years by the Nigeria 

government has exceeded 12% in line with Maputo declaration. In addition to 

increase the nation’s output and productivity, emphasis is placed on the 

provision of critical inputs such as, improved seeds/seedlings, fingerlings and 

brood stocks, fertilizer, cheap credit and irrigation facilities with substantial 

investment in the construction of small and large scale irrigation infrastructure. 
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Effort is now geared towards encouraging both small-scale and large-scale 

commercial farming. Our investment in agriculture and water resources 

development is already beginning to show results, for example, Nigeria’s GDP 

increased by about 6.0% in the first half of 2009 with agriculture contributing 

almost half of the GDP growth rate.  

 

6.0 The Federal Government of Nigeria has also designed the Strategic 

Commodity Development Partnership (SCDP) Programme as one of our 

Food Security Strategy. Government is also establishing Agro Industrial 

Centres (AIC) that will utilize Nigeria’s idle River Basins assets; creating a new 

generation of young graduate farmers through the promotion of agriculture as 

an entrepreneurial activity; raising rural incomes through direct employment; 

and improving rural economic empowerment through the AIC’s leveraging on  

out grower schemes by the smallholder farmers. 

 

7.0 The programme is planned to be realized through private sector (foreign 

or domestic) ownership and management of the primarily upstream Agro 

Industrial Center (AIC) facilities, that will effectively create downstream 

opportunities for investors interested in the agro input and services sector. 

Government has identified for each AIC, specific strategic commodity with 

comparative advantage potential.  The goal of each AIC is to produce a steady 
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annual surplus of its specific commodities using the available irrigation facilities 

in relation to national needs.  

 

8.0 Each AIC is expected to have at least 2,000 ha of dedicated farmland 

available on a 25 year lease arrangement (guaranteed, renewable and 

competitive rates) with an additional 1,000,000 ha of out-grower capacity.  The 

Centre will have strategic, value-chain infrastructure facilities, such as one stop 

shops for agro inputs, storage, medium sized processing facilities, research and 

development facilities, irrigation facilities, etc.  There will also be a provision 

for residential extension service providers in each complex to provide the 

linkage with the out grower farm holdings.  As a way of ensuring uninterrupted 

production all year round, each of the 20 AICs will have a minimum reservoir 

retention of 200 million cubic meters of water that could be used for both 

irrigation and hydro power generation.  Each Centre also will be directly linked 

with Agro Conditioning Centres (air transportation), Silo Complexes (Sea 

transportation) and Agro Export Handling and Conditioning Centres 

(AEHCC). 
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9.0 The Government also will provide fiscal incentives to potential investors 

in the form of; 

i. Grants from the Special Agricultural Intervention Fund of 

up to 40% of the construction cost for each AIC’s. 

ii. Low interest loans from the Commercial Agriculture Credit 

Scheme (CACS) Fund. 

  iii. Guaranteed Minimum Price (GMP) Scheme. 

 

10.0 The Government is ready to provide the necessary infrastructure and 

platforms for investment. In this regard, the Government has already 

commissioned the following projects to increase the accessibility of these sites, 

in order  to ensure that both inputs and products are efficiently transported to 

and from the estates: 

 

i. Rehabilitation of Nigeria’s railway network, to be 

completed by 2010 – The railway network will connect the 

farmlands of one part of Nigeria to the other parts of the 

country (as well as the Southern seaports for export 

purposes). 
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ii. Dredging of the inland waterways, to be completed by 2010 

– This will also make it easy for the farmers to transport 

their commodities to the market. 

iii. Rural roads rehabilitation and construction projects 

through the implementation of the World Bank assisted 

Rural Access Mobility Programme (RAMP) and the 

National Fadama III Programme (NFDP III). 

iv. Nationwide projects to improve power supply. 

v. National initiatives to enhance internal security. 

 

11.0 Finally, let me use the opportunity of this Summit to draw the attention 

of the international community to the tragedy represented by the shrinking 

Lake Chad. Lake Chad, which is known to be one of the largest lakes in the 

world, is estimated to have shrunk by 90% in the last 40 years, owing to climate 

change and human pressure on the water resources in its basin.  The impact of 

this shrinkage has affected over 30 million people in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad 

and Niger; most especially, the farmers, pastoralists, fishermen, etc, that depend 

on the Lake for agriculture and other uses.  To reverse the tragic disappearance 

of Lake Chad, a mitigating project aimed at transferring water from the 

Oubangui River in Central African Republic to the Lake Chad Basin is being 

proposed.  The support of the international community and development 
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partners towards the realization of this project will be needed at this particular 

point in time.  Nigeria believes that this is a vital component of the region’s 

strategy, not only for food security, but also for fresh water supply, animal 

husbandry and transportation.   

 

12.0 Climate Change impact negatively on agriculture and consensus efforts 

are required to mitigate the adverse effect. Against this backdrop, developed 

countries must take the opportunity of the forthcoming Copenhagen Climate 

Change Talks in December 2009 to commit to substantial emission reduction 

cuts, so as to reverse the impact of climate change.  World leaders should 

demonstrate the necessary political will to face the challenges of global 

warming.  Industrialized countries must take on the greatest responsibility for 

emission reduction, through the development of clean technologies.  Such 

technologies also, in line with the provisions of existing conventions and the 

protocols, must be deployed to the developing countries for emission reduction 

purposes.  There must be commitment on the part of the industrialized 

countries to help the poorest nations and most vulnerable communities to cope 

with the increasing negative impact of climate change which greatly affect 

agricultural production. 
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To ensure sustained peace and security in the world, there must be sustained 

food security, which cannot be achieved in isolation and without cooperation 

among the developed and developing nations.   

 

13.0 Once again, my delegation wishes to commend the Director General and 

the staff of FAO for the excellent organization of this Summit. 

 

14.0 I thank you for your attention. 

 

NOVEMBER, 2009 

 


