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Mr. Chairman, ladies and Gentlemen,  
I’m grateful to the Almighty for having the opportunity to 

participate in the food security summit. I would like to 

appreciate the efforts of FAO director general and other 

organizers of this event.  

It was thirteen years ago that the world leaders gathered in  

the world food summit in Rome, exchanged ideas on how to 

eradicate poverty and set the target of reducing the number 

of hungry people throughout the world by half until 2015. 

 The world leaders approved the "Action plan” in the 

summit, undertaking  seven commitments one of which 

specifically dealt  with the hungry people in the world 

reading as follows: 

"We are committed to provide an enabling  political, social, 

and economic environment in order to create the best 

condition for eradication of poverty and establish a 

sustainable peace based on full and equal participation of 

men and women, which is the most appropriate approach for 

the materialization of sustainable food security for all human 

beings”  

 

Excellencies,  

Colleagues,  
After 13 years, we are still facing this bitter fact that , 

despite our dreams, no major development has been 

achieved in poverty alleviation and the number of hungry 
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people has reached some 1 one billion in the world. The 

question is: how can we eradicate hunger and 

malnourishment in the world until 2015? This undesirable 

situation indicates that we should seriously review our 

programs at both technical and political levels. 

As a matter of fact, the world is now richer than 13 years 

ago and there is more food to feed hungry people. However, 

the absence of a strong enough political will for providing 

the poor and hungry people with  the required resources is 

the main reason why the predetermined objectives and the 

millennium development goals have not yet been 

materialized . It is obvious that , to increase agricultural and 

food production we need  to increase our investments in 

 R & D and the development of rural infrastructures and 

institutions.  

 

Mr. Chairman,  
Everybody is aware of the root causes of  the current crisis 

in the global economy. Basically the existing mechanisms 

for market development can not maintain their sustainability 

without the application of solid and specific  regulatory 

norms and criteria over economic relations. Failure to do so 

has triggered a shockwave which has recently shaken the 

global economy.  

Monetary and financial irregularities absence of faith, 

fairness, and ethics in economic interactions;  

Utilitarianism and the propagation of culture of 

consumerism  and luxurious life style; lowering the wages of 

poor people of the society ; and finally wasting the public 

savings, as well as avarice of high – ranking mangers of big 

corporations of the capitalist world are some of the features 

of an lawless and rouge capitalist system. On the one hand, 

they impose regulations such as the reduction of tariffs of 

agricultural imports under the pretext of free trade and on 

the other hand, they subsidize their own agriculture sector 
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and sacrifice poor farmers lives in other countries under the 

pretext of coordination of global economic system and 

optimization of agricultural production; they have deprived 

many countries from higher co- efficiency in the self – 

sufficiency of basic commodities and sell those same 

products to others at very high prices. 

 

 Mr. Chairman  
This destructive process should terminate. The world 

requires an independent and powerful institution in order to 

fairly regulate the market of food commodities and organize 

all relations from production to consumption. All states 

should be obliged to follow these regulations.  

Rich countries of the world should be required to accept 

more responsibility towards global developments and nave 

more participation in the regulating food relations.  

Major Powers are expected to join related conventions in 

order to stop further deterioration of farmlands, droughts, 

and other natural disasters, therefore. It is suggested that as 

appropriate portion of military budgets of countries be 

allocated to the production of food and food subsidy for the 

poor. Advocates of militarism and warmongers should 

realize that security can not be achieved without justice.  

Tranquility and security are like a two – way road. Practice 

justice, and cure the illness of underdevelopment, associate 

your salvation with that of other, and then you can find out 

your favorite security. Just think about this question once 

have food insecurity, poverty, hunger and malnourishment 

in  occupied regions led to your further security?  

 

Mr. chairman,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Based on the objectives of world food summit and 

achievement of national targets, Iran has so far carried out 

huge efforts for the improvement of the structure of 
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agricultural and rural sector, as well as, the elevation of 

sustainable production, the outcome of these has been 

reflected in various indicators of growth in agriculture 

sector, food security, and self – sufficiency.  

During the past three decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

despite all unfavorable climatic conditions, has been able to 

increase its agricultural production.  

Form 25 million tons in 1979 to more than 102 million tons 

in 2008.   

I believe that FAO, as a neutral international organization in 

the global arena is able to improve its structure and play a 

more significant role in the future of food and agriculture. It  

can materialize the objectives of this summit by presenting 

and following up some effective suggestions for that 

purpose. In this regard the I.R. of Iran suggests that 

developed states be committed to allocate 10% of their 

annual military expenditures to the execution of food 

production and food security promotion plans in less-

developed states. We request that FAO presents and secures 

the approval of this suggestion by the UN General Assembly 

and link the presence of the developed states on the UN 

Security Council to the fulfillment of the said condition. The 

I.R. Iran considers itself as committed to cooperate and 

participate in the materialization of the humanitarian 

objectives of FAO.  

At the end I should express my thanks to the distinguished 

Director General and all other related individuals and 

audiences.  

May God help man overcome all his problems.  

 

Thank you.  

 
 

 

 


