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Excellency Mr. Chairman, 

Excellencies Heads of the Delegates, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

First of all, on behalf of the Government of Vietnam, I would like to express our 

high appreciation to the Food and Agriculture Organization for its vision and 

initiative in organizing this World Summit on Food Security.  

With the fact that the trend of global food security have turned worsen 

nowadays, and will face new challenges and uncertainties in the future, the 

convention of this World Summit on Food Security is very timely and highly 

significant. Therefore, the Government of Vietnam totally supports the Summit 

Declaration on Food Security and expresses our commitments to actions to 

consolidate the state of food security in our country and contribute with our best 

to the international efforts in combating hunger and poverty. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Vietnam was a country of food deficit during the seventies and eighties of the 

last century. Since 1986, Vietnam started the “Renovation” policy which 

changed the direction of economy development including the agricultural sector. 

In agriculture, the Renovation policy that endorsed the right of land possession 

of farmers along with market mechanisms created a new momentum for 

agricultural development. A rapid transformation was witnessed as only 4 years 

after the start of the Renovation policy, from food deficit, Vietnam for the first 

time of its agricultural history exported 1 million of rice in 1989. 

 With this encouraging start, the Government of Vietnam has pursued a 

consistent policy with strong political commitments and determination to 
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promote national food security in couple with poverty reduction. 

Comprehensive actions were made, including farm land reform, market 

economy transformation, investment in rural infrastructure particularly 

irrigation schemes, promotion of agricultural research and provision of 

technology extension and credits to farmers. Thanks to these concentrated 

efforts, Vietnam not only attained national food security but also became an 

agricultural food exporter including rice (2
nd

 world exporter), cashew nut (1
st
 

world exporter), black pepper (1
st
 world exporter), vegetables, fruits and 

fisheries products. This year 2009, Vietnam celebrates 20
th

 anniversary of rice 

exporting with a peak of rice export volume ever for one year reaching 6 million 

tons of milled rice.  

 Looking through the present to the future, the Government of Vietnam 

has identified several negative factors, some are specific to the country, some 

are global which can erode the national food security and poverty reduction as 

well.      

 The domestic negative factors are the lost of farm land, including land 

specialized for rice cultivation due to national goals of industrialization and 

urbanization, the increased disparity in income between agricultural sector and 

other sectors, between rural and urban areas leading to the weakening of the 

agricultural base for food security and poverty reduction, the marginal scale of 

household resources, particularly limited land area for each household  causing 

difficulties in farming modernization. The global negative factors include the 

climate change and the trade distortions due to protectionism and farm subsidies 

weakening the production capability of developing countries. Regarding the 

climate change, Vietnam has been mapped by international organizations as one 

of the five most affected countries in the world by the increase of sea level since 

the two most fertile deltas as the rice bowls of Vietnam are low lying regions 

opening to the sea. 

 Keeping in views of these negative factors, in 2007 the Government of 

Vietnam launched a new strategy for the comprehensive development and 
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consolidation of the three interlinked pillars which are agriculture, farmers and 

rural areas. Under this strategy, food security will be given a new momentum to 

be further and firmly consolidated and the climate change given top priority in 

the national development goals.     

 To tackle these mentioned challenges ahead, the Government of Vietnam 

has recognized that Vietnam, although with strong political commitments and 

determination, can not achieve the goals of sustainable food security without the 

support and cooperation of international community. We are very much grateful 

to many countries and international organizations which have supported 

Vietnam so much so far and for the time to come.      

 As a country going from food deficit to attain food security, Vietnam 

wishes to participate in the world’s food security and poverty reduction 

programs, and is ready to share its lessons and experiences with other countries. 

To date, Vietnam has undertaken technical cooperation programs in agriculture 

with several African countries under the South - South Cooperation Program 

with the financial assistance from FAO and some developed countries. The 

outcomes of these programs have been considered a great success and highly 

appreciated by African countries and FAO. Many African countries have shown 

their interests in undertaking similar programs. Therefore, the South - South 

cooperation is a good model to address the food security in developing countries 

that FAO and international community may give more resources to expand.   

 Thank you very much for your attention. 

 


