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_ Mr.: President,
: Excel_tenCEIes_','
L_ad'ie'e_a'nd_ Gentlemen,

R thank you for inviting me to this World Summit on Food Security. Allow me fo
express my apprecratlon to the organlzers of the Summlt espemal!y our

' co]leagues from FAO as well as all partlcspants for thelr continuous efforis to

: respond to the gfobai food cnsrs and to ensure sustalnab!e food and nutrition

secunty for atl

_ The Unlted Natlons humen rlghts mechan:sms have been part of these efforts.
' 'On May 2008 the. Human Rights Councd he[d a spemal session on the global

' food cnsxs durmg whtch States underscored the need to ptace the protectlon of
human r[ghts at the very: centre of the responses to the C]’ISIS Smce then the
Councrl has heen regularly followmg up the |ssue The Specra[ Rapporteur on the
nght to food appomted by the Ccuncu Mr., Ohvrer De Schu.tter., na.s. been
energetlcalty prowdlng anaIyS|s and gu;dance on the food cns;s and human rights.
The Umted Nat:ons Oﬂlce of Hzgh Comm;ssnoner for Human Fllghte has worked

' ciosety with the Secretary~GeneraI s Htgh Level Task Force on the Gtobaf Food
Security Cr131s since |ts mceptlon and has jomed the Task Force as a full

member in February this year.

As emphaeized by the_S_ecre_tary-Generat at the High-l__e_vei_ Meeting on “Foed
Security for All", held in Madrid in January 2009, the right to food serves as a
basis for analysis, action and accountability of the responses to the food crisis
and of eﬁorts to er_adicate hunger. The right to food should be fully integrated into
both emergency assistance and in efforis to achieve sustainable food and
nutrition security for all. | therefore welcome the inclusion of the right to food in
the Declaration and within the Principles for Sustainable Global Food Security




adopted in this summit, and the repeated mentions made by several

distinguished delegates.

The right to food means that every woman, man and child has a right to access,
at all imes, to affordable and adequate food or means for its procurement.
Hunger persists not because of the lack of food in the world, but because of
obstacles that undermine people’s access to food and means to obtain food,
such as the lack of access to decent income, of production opportunities and of
effective social security. A right to food framework examines and confronts these
deeply rooted obstacles that are often caused by discrimination and exclusion,
lack of participation and accountability. The right to food also requires States,
individually and collectively, to take measures to ensure longer-term food and
nutrition security, through equitable distribution of food in the world and
sustainable development and use of resources. Human rights principles
recoghize those who are food insecure and marginalized, including women,
indigenous peoples and small-scale food producers, as active agents for solving
the problem, and not merely as objects of assistance.

As highlighted by the Human Rights Council, the right to food requires concrete
actions, such as the mapping of the food insecure, the adoption of legisiation and
policies with a right to food framework, the establishment of accountability
mechanisms to enable righis-holders to claim their rights, and the participation of
rights-holders, particularly the most vulnerable, in the design and monitoring of

relevant legislation and policies.’

The full realization of the right to food and freedom from hunger may need to be
achieved progressively. However, at the same time, States have responsibilities

' HRC resolution (A/HRC/RES/12/10) “3, Encourages States to mainstream the human rights perspective
in building and reviewing their national strategies for the realization of the right to adequate food for all,
which could include, inter alia, the mapping of the food insecure, the adoption of relevant legislation and
policies with a right to food framework, the establishment of mechanisms to ensure accountability so that
rights-holders are able to claim their right to food, and the establishment of mechanisms and processes that
ensure the participation of rights-holders, particularly the most vulnerable, in the design and monitoring of
such legislation and policies;”




to take 1mmed|ate action to move forward towards better reallzatton of these
rlghts to prohlblt d|scr1m|nation in the enjoyment of these rights and to ensure
: the satlsfaction of at the very Eeast the minimum essentral levels requrred o be

.tree from hunger
: Excett_e'ncie_s; .

- 'Under human rrghts law mc[udmg through the Umversal Deolaratlon of Human

~and the lntemat;onal Covenant on Economrc Somal and Cultural nghts States

' have a responsrbrlrty to confront hunger, rndrwdually and collectlveiy, m Ways that

respect humao rlghts W|thout dlscrrmmatton In 2006 Member States of the FAO
unanlmously adopted the Voluntary Guldeimes on the ﬂsght to Food3 whmh

_ reﬂect emst:ng human rlghts st ndards and provrde practrcal gurdance to States
' _on how to lmp!ement the nght to adequate food The Gurdelmes are mcreasmgly

= .percerved as essentiat tools forthe devetopment f natlonal Iaws and. po[rcres
international human nghts Iaw and FAO’s Vo|ur1ta y Guedelmes should be g;ven a
s, to eradxcate hunger and to

'\ntat role in gusdlng nat:onal and mternatlonal"___
assure sustamable food and nutrrtron securtty tor all for today, tomorrow and in
future ] We!come the recognlt[on of such a role of the Vo[untary Gurdehnes made
in the Declaratlon adopted m thls Summlt The Offlce of the H:gh Comrmss:oner
for Human Ftlghts stands ready to support Member States and its Unlted Nations

system partners in these endeavours.
Ladtes _and G_entler_nen','

l wrsh fo underscore the crucraE contnbut[on human rights can make to our efforis
by rendersng so[ut[ons more sustamabte and equltable Thank you for inviting the
Offloe of the United Natlons ngh Cornmlsswner for Human nghts to convey this

message to thls rmportant gathenng

2 CESCR General Comment No. 12 :
¥ Full title: “Voluntary gmdehnes o support the progresswe reahzatlon of the nght 1o adequate food in the

context of national food security.”




Thank you for your aitention.




