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March 2016, KATHMANDU- 

The Government of Nepal, in 

collaboration with the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO), has 

launched a National Action Plan 

to eradicate hunger from the 

country by 2025. 

 The National Action Plan 

under the Zero Hunger         

Challenge  Initiative in Nepal 

(2016-2025) was launched    

jointly by Prime Minister 

Khadga Prasad Oli and  FAO 

Director-General José Graziano 

da Silva in Kathmandu on 13 

March 2016. The National      

Action Plan was prepared by the 

Ministry of   Agricultural Development in collaboration with 

the United Nations and with the technical support of FAO. 

Nepal’s   initiative to eradicate hunger in the country is in 

line with the Zero Hunger Challenge initiated by the UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in 2012. 

 In his launching remarks, Prime Minister Oli said  that 

implementing the National    

Action Plan to meet Zero Hunger 

Challenge in the country is    

pertinent and timely.  

 PM Oli said that poverty and 

hunger are humiliating    factors 

in the 21st century.  

 “I would like to make a  

serious commitment that        

malnutrition will be eliminated 

within ten years,” the Prime 

Minister said, further adding that 

he is fully committed for ending 

hunger in the country by 2025. 

 The FAO Director-General, 

a Guest of Honour at the   

launching event, acknowledged 

Nepal’s high-level political will and its commitment to    

eradicate hunger and poverty. He said that the National    

Action Plan is in line with the Sustainable Development 

Goals adopted by the  international community last year. 

 Reiterating FAO’s support  to the Government of Nepal, 

the Director-General urged to the   development partners to 

extend their cooperation to materialize the targets set under 

the National Action Plan. 

 Haribol Prasad Gajurel, Minister for Agricultural               

Development, pointed out that the Agriculture Development 

Strategy and the recently declared 27-point commitment of  the  

Ministry of Agricultural Development are the milestones in     

Nepal’s efforts to eradicate hunger.  

 Yubaraj Khatiwada, Vice Chairperson of the National   

Planning Commission highlighted 

the importance of the National 

Action Plan in the context of 

Nepal’s desire to upgrade its    

current status of least developed 

country to a developing country 

by 2022.  

 Uttam Kumar Bhattarai,    

Secretary at the Ministry of       

Agricultural Development, said 

that the National Action Plan has 

provided a common institutional 

platform for related stakeholders 

in         implementing and coordi-

nating the annual programs to 

meet the food and nutrition securi-

ty targets of the country. 

 Michael Jones, United Nations’ Resident Coordinator    

emphasized the need of building synergy among related       

development partners to ensure the plan’s successful            

accomplishment. He said that while Nepal has been successful 

in reducing poverty over the past few years.   

 He suggested running fund-raising campaigns among the      

concurring institutional support groups for successful            

implementation of the planned targets. 

PM K P Oli delivering launching remarks. Also seen in picture are (from left)  NPC Vice Chair Yubaraj Khatiwada, Deputy PM Chitra 

Bahadur KC, Minister Haribol Gajurel, FAO DG Graziano da Silva, UNRC Michael Jones 
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PM K P Oli and FAO DG Graziano da Silva, jointly launching National Action 

Plan  under Zero Hunger Challenge  
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Director-General  Graziano da Silva holds bilateral talks with the ministers 

Following the meeting with Minister Gajurel, the               

Director-General met Shanta Manavi, the Minister for       

Livestock Development, at her office.   Minster of State for 

Livestock Development Naradevi Pun Magar was also present 

in the meeting. 

 During the talks, the                 

Director-General told the Minister that 

the problem related to livestock has 

been noted to be very crucial after the 

earthquake.  

 “Livestock is the only asset, in 

most of the case, that the poor farmers 

have.” he said addind that the livestock 

needs to be given food and shelter during the recovery and 

FAO will continue to support the task. 

 Minister Manavi expressed gratitude to the Director-

General for FAO’s support to Nepal in agricultural sector  and  

capacity development. Appreciating the FAO’s technical sup-

port in the preparation of the Agricultural Development Strat-

egy, the Minister expressed her gratitude for FAO’s support 

in the recovery phase after devastating earthquake. 

 The Director-General assured the Minister that the FAO 

has given high priority to the livestock production and      

combating transboundary disease like avian influenza and 

foot and mouth. 

March 2016, KATHMANDU- The Director-General José 

Graziano da Silva met Haribol Prasad Gajurel, the Minister for 

Agricultural Development, at his office on 12 March 2016.  

 Welcoming the visiting dignitary, Minister Gajurel said,              

“ Government 

of Nepal has 

given high 

priority to 

your visit at a 

time when 

Nepal is 

launching the 

National Ac-

tion Plan under Zero Hunger Challenge Initiative.”  

 The Minister said that support from the UN agencies is 

necessary to overcome the prevailing problems of food insecu-

rity in Nepal.  

 The Director-General said, “We want to make concrete 

action on the Country Programming Framework.” 

 He also said that it will be very difficult to bring the farm-

ers back to their native place once they move out elsewhere.  

 Citing the example of Brazil, the Director-General said the 

local food production should be promoted for consumption by 

the local people for sustainable development. 

 
March 2016, KATHMANDU-The Director-General of FAO 

José Graziano da Silva paid a courtesy call on President Bidya 

Devi Bhandari on 13 March 2016 in  Kathmandu.  

 The meeting was joined by High level officials of the     

Office of the President.   

 During the meeting held at the President’s Office in Sheetal 

Niwas, the President and the Director-General          discussed 

on various issues of mutual concern including FAO’s support to 

Nepal, achievements of the supported programmes, newly 

promulgated constitution of 

Nepal and the   National 

Action Plan on Zero Hun-

ger Challenge Initiative in 

Nepal.   

 Both the President and 

the Director General were 

of the view that food      

security programs should 

receive high priority in  

Nepal. 

 The Director-General, 

in particular, stressed on the 

need for implementation of 

Right to Food and National Action Plan   under  Zero Hunger 

Challenge to address the problems of food insecurity and       

malnutrition in the country. 

 The Director-General José Graziano da Silva also paid a 

courtesy call on Prime Minister K P Oli at his residence.  

Also present in the meeting were Vice Chair of the National 

Planning Commission, Yubaraj Khatiwada,   Member of     

Parliament Keshab Badal and Member of  the National      

Reconstruction Authority Bishnu Bahadur Bhandari.    

 The Director-General advised the Prime Minister on the 

need to improve the national statistics including baseline data 

in order to have a   better   planning. Referring to the fre-

quently observed climate change  impacts, the  Director-

General said that the pat-

tern of weather including 

rainfall is now beyond pre-

diction and the FAO is 

ready to   support Nepal to 

overcome the negative im-

pacts of the climate change. Reminding the Prime Minister 

about the FAO’s presence in Nepal for a long time, the Di-

rector-General said that the FAO will continue not only for 

the recovery phase after the devastating earthquake but also 

for building resilience capacity of the farming community in 

Nepal tuning with the Sustainable Development Goals.  He 

expressed happiness over the launching of the National Ac-

tion Plan under Zero Hunger Challenge Initiative in Nepal. 

He also shared his   experience on successful implementation 

of the food security initiatives in Brazil.      

FAO DG pays courtesy call on  President, PM of Nepal 
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 Emergency Response 

Community rehabilitate the small-scale   

irrigation schemes 

 

February 2016, NUWAKOT- Food and Agriculture             

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has assisted 1.5     

million Nepali people to recover from the devastating         

earthquakes of 2015 through the distribution of cereal and     

vegetable seeds, rehabilitation of irrigation systems and erosion 

control, support for women’s agriculture groups, and protection 

of livestock health.    

 FAO’s   interaction with the earthquake-affected communi-

ties noted the common challenge of the destruction of the     

irrigation schemes, that heavily-impacted the grain and vegeta-

ble production. The widespread infrastructure damage,         

combined with the late and scarce monsoon rains for paddy 

plantation and, continuing landslides, limited the farmers ability 

to successfully 

harvest. FAO has 

identified 24 

small-scale com-

munity managed 

irrigation 

schemes, that will 

be rehabilitated 

and it is expected 

that once repaired, 

these schemes 

will be able to 

irrigate about 350 hectares of land.  

 Mahadevsthan Odare Kulo- a small-scale community man-

aged irrigation scheme in Sindhupalchowk district, one of the 

most earthquake-affected districts of Nepal, was heavily de-

stroyed by the 25 April’s earthquake. The community suffered 

massively after the earthquakes, not only due to the destruction 

of houses and grain-storage facilities, but the diminished pro-

duction of cereal crops and vegetables due to the destruction of 

the main irrigation facilities supplying water to the farms.     

Before the destruction, the families in Lapse community grew 

multiple cycles of cauliflower, cabbage, radish, tomato and car-

rot during winter and paddy during summer. Due to the land-

slides along the channel, about 30 hectares of land in this com-

munity remained fallow after the earthquakes. Odare Kulo can 

once again irrigate 30 hectares of land, benefitting 80 house-

holds- and supporting the production of 200 tonnes of vegeta-

bles and 70 tonnes of paddy, generating an annual income of     

NRS 5 000 000  for the community (USD 46 000).  

 Baltar Panipul in Dhading district is another irrigation 

scheme that FAO has rehabilitated. This scheme was badly 

damaged during the earthquakes and was non-functional. Baltar 

Panipul Scheme is once again irrigating 6.5 hectares of land, 

benefitting 33 households. With the availability of irrigation, 

farmers are able to harvest at least three cycles of crops in a 

year. FAO’s long term recovery and rehabilitation operation has 

been possible with the generous support from Belgium, Canada, 

Italy and Norway.    

Success story 

IPM technology making headway in 

women’s empowerment in Nepal  

 “What I have learnt over the time 

is that the dedicated effort in farming 

makes a rural woman socially and 

economically empowered,” says Am-

bika Thakuri, 44, an active farmer 

facilitator with proven leadership 

quality.     After receiving a trainers’ training in Inte-

grated Pest Management (IPM) Farmers Field School 

(FFS) in 1996, she has been constantly working as a facili-

tator in the farming communities of Kavrepalanchok Dis-

trict, Nepal. She never looked back after attending the first 

IPM training conducted by the District Agriculture Devel-

opment Office with the support of FAO.  

 “We were following the traditional way of planting 

the rice seedling 10 - 15 centimeter apart. Now we know 

that the proper way of plantation is sowing the seedlings 

20-25 centimeter apart.”  She explains that after adopting 

the IPM procedure, the farmers use mixer fertilizers, com-

posed of 7 kgs of urea, 10 kgs of Diammonium phosphate 

(DAP) and 5 kgs potash, in an area of 500 square meters. 

Rice yield has increased by 25 per cent. A similar incre-

ment has also been noticed in the yield of potatoes.  

 She cultivates rice and potato in her plot of land 

spread over an area of 2000 square meters that gives yield 

of 80 quintal of rice and 50 quintal of potato per season. In 

addition, she also grows off season vegetables in her other 

plots of land covering a total area of 8000 square meters. 

As a result she is 

able to make 

more than Nepa-

lese Rupees One 

Million (USD 10 

000) a year.  

 Ambika says 

that IPM tech-

nology means 

getting better 

yields by using 

smaller 

amounts of 

seeds and fertilizer. IPM also encourages the use of bio-

pesticide by minimizing the use of chemical pesticide. She 

is a busy lady with many feathers on her hat. She is the 

chairperson of Shree Panchakanya Women Development 

Multi-purpose Cooperative society, member of the District 

Cooperative Society and treasurer of the IPM    Network 

of Mahadevsthan Village Development Committee. In 

partnership with others she also owns a private boarding 

school, where more than 300 students grade 1-10 are en-

rolled. Ambika says the yield increment in food crops and 

off season vegetables following the adoption of IPM has 

made rural women socially and    economically empow-

ered.  

Ambika Thakuri  

Women of Kuntabesi Village of Kavre planting potatoes 
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Water user group in Thanapati VDC Nuwakot rehabilitat-

ing the small-scale irrigation scheme. 
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FAO DG visits farming community in 

Kushadevi village of Kavre district  
 

March 2016, KAVRE- The Director-General of FAO José 

Graziano da Silva visited the FAO supported Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) programme area in Kusadevi Village   

Development Committee (VDC) of Kavrepalanchowk       

District, 50 km south east to the Kathmandu valley on 12 

March 2016. The visit was accompanied by Haribol Gajurel, 

Minister for Agricultural Development, Uttam Kumar      

Bhattarai, Secretary at Agricultural Development (MoAD), 

Suroj Pokhrel, Joint     

Secretary at (MoAD), 

Somsak Pippopinyo, 

FAOR and  Binod Saha, 

Assistant FAOR 

(Programme) in Nepal. 

Welcoming the visiting 

dignitary, the farmers 

highlighted IPM as a sustainable approach to crop production 

and minimization of the use of chemical pesticides.  

 The Director-General also visited IPM farmers’ managed 

Sayapatri Community IPM Resource Centre at Kushadevi, 

where the IPM farmer facilitators trained by the IPM Pro-

gramme were engaged in rearing, production and marketing 

of selected bio-agents as an alternative to chemical pesticides. 

The centre was also providing need based advisory and     

technical backstopping support to the IPM farmers in         

producing the healthy crop products using IPM technology. 

 Sayapatri Community IPM Resource Centre together 

with IPM farmers and local leaders of the Kushadevi Village 

also organised a formal welcome reception in honour of the 

Director General.  

 Speaking at the reception, the Director-General          

highlighted that the FAO’s presence in the country was meant 

to provide technical support to the agriculture sector in Nepal. 

 He said the new technologies were doing rounds among 

the peasants due to the increasing level of awareness among 

them and that he was confident the campaign to sustainable 

crop production with adequate attention to food safety with 

the use of the IPM approach in the country would gain a suc-

cess among the wider farmers. The Director General was also 

happy to note that potato varieties developed by the Interna-

tional Potato Centre were also being successfully grown and 

popular in Nepal. 

 Minister for Agricultural Development expressed happi-

ness to see the local peasants availing IPM facility and     

reaping double crop yields as its outcome. After the recep-

tion, the visiting dignitaries were given a warm farewell by 

the farming community and the local people. 

©
F

ie
ld

/ 
F

A
O

 

 

FAO Representation in Nepal 

PO Box 25, UN House, Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Tel: +977-1-5523239, Fax: +977-1-5526358 

Email: FAO-NP@fao.org 

   http://www.fao.org/nepal/en/ 

Farmers facilitators graduated in ToT on 

farm business school  
 

March 2016, KATHMANDU- A week-long Trainers’  

Training (ToT) on farm business school (FBS) organized by 

FAO supported project 'Building Agri-Business Capacity of 

Smallholder Farmers to Market 

Safe Produce of Good Quality 

(TCP/NEP/3503)’ was      suc-

cessfully completed on 28 

March 2016 in       Kathmandu. 

 31 participants including 

25 famers and 6 junior         

technicians from the districts of 

Dhading and Kavrepalanchok 

graduated in ToT on farm   

business school. 

 Giving away the certificate of attendance to the             

participants, Ms Renu Adhikari, the Program Director of   

Agri-Business Promotion and Market Development            

Directorate, Department of Agriculture, extended her good 

wishes to the participants. Ms Adhikari is  also the National 

Coordinator of the project.  

 The farmer facilitators, who have attended the ToT, will 

conduct Farm Business School (FBS) with the farmers’ 

groups lasting almost 3 months covering all 27 sessions of the 

training curricula delivered for them in the ToT. 

 

Experts review  draft of pesticide policy  
 

March  2016, KATHMANDU - Technical Meeting to      

review the draft of pesticide policy was organized by the        

Directorate of Plant Protection Division (PPD) of the          

Department of Agriculture 

with the technical support of 

FAO in Kathmandu on 23 

March 2016. 

 Addressing the  meeting, 

Dilli Ram Sharma, Director 

of PPD said that the hazard-

ous        pesticide should not 

be sold without a              

prescription from the qualified practitioners and the agro-vet 

retailers should receive training prior to acquiring license to 

own an agro-vet shop for retailing of agro-vet products      

including pesticides. He further stressed on need of manage-

ment of date-expired pesticides. 

 Pesticide Expert of FAO Project “Strengthening pesticide 

management in agriculture to reduce risks to health and      

environment”  Bhakta Raj Palikhe, made a detailed presenta-

tion on proposed pesticide policy. He added that the policy 

will integrate relevant international agreements and initiatives 

from other government departments.  

 The draft of the policy will be submitted to the Ministry 

of Agricultural Development in order to get endorsement 

from the Government of Nepal. 
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