Farm size

The size of animal flocks or herds are also different
among species and depend on purpose of keeping
specific animals and species. Mammals are kept in
small flock sizes (10-50 animals) while reptiles are

nature 57%. Other animals that are not successful
breeding in farm conditions also had a high ratio of
animals derived from nature such as Dove (51%) and
bear (42%). Some uncommon animal farms reported
that most animals come from nature including tiger

kept in larger flock sizes (100-2000 animals). There are (100%), rabbit (100%), and squirrel (71.4%). Of the

24 farms th;_at had more than 5000 animals and the
biggest crocodile farm of had 53,993 individuals.

Origin of animals

high risk of zoonotic disease transmission species,
only 1.1% of the porcupines farms, 2.5% of wild-boars
farms; 6% of the civet farms and 29% primates farm
owners said that their animals originated from nature.

From 5,587 animal groups surveyed, there were only

293 groups (5%) exploited directly from the nature.
Of the most commonly farmed species (more than
20 farms), starling farms reported the highest ratio
of farms from which animals came directly from

Mapping of Distributions

Large size maps of the types of widllfie farms and their
locations and were printed and provided to Provincial

authorities for better management of wildlife farming.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
SURVEY MODAUTY

\

Forestry protection staff at all levels of government need to be made aware of these tools and
training materials

It is necessary to decide whether this newly developed census tool should replace the currently
used annual reporting forms and if so, this should be announced through official mechanisms

The census should be expanded to other Provinces to ensure that information is collected
consistently throughout the country

A wildlife farming national registration database should be developed to facilitate easier
monitoring of wildlife farms in Viet Nam and this database should be linked to the census tools
developed in this project

Each wildlife farm needs to be assigned a unique identification code / number

Training materials for farmers should be developed including a manual that provides general
guidance on wildlife farm housing standards, biosecurity, food safety, and disease prevention

A review of wildlife farming legislation should be undertaken to identify gaps and modifications
necessary to address lessons learned from this baseline census

A strategy and approach needs ot be developed to engage veterinary services to support
better health management of wildlife, production experts to support improved biosecurity and
farming practices, and enforcement personnel to address issues at farms where violations of
regulations are taking place, including issues surrounding CITES listed species.

MARD and Provincial government officials will need to commit financial and human resources to
ensure that the wildlife farming production system develops with proper safeguards to ensure
safe, healthy, and disease-free animal production for consumption and animal products

For more information, please visit FAO Viet Nam’s official website: www.fao.org/vietnam
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SUMMARY

Through the cooperative agreement between the
Emergency Center for Transboundary Animal Disease
(ECTAD) - FAO Viet Nam Programme and the Viet Nam
Administration of Forestry (VN Forest) - Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), a wildlife
farm census was conducted in 12 pilot provinces by
the Provincial Forest Protection Departments (PFPDs)
including Ba Ria - Vung Tau, Ben Tre, Binh Duong, Binh
Phuoc, Binh Thuan, Dong Nai, Dong Thap, Lam Dong,
Long An, Tay Ninh, Tien Giang and Ho Chi Minh City
from May - July 2014.

This census documented 4,099 operating wildlife farms
and collected updated information on the 1,554,511
farmed animals, including 1,218,547 individuals of

182 wildlife species, and 335,964 individuals of cattle,
poultry and other domestic species. Additionally, there
were 1,907 non-operational farms recorded holding
158,093 animals belonging to 45 wildlife species.
Farmers stated that they have stopped farming wildlife
because of the significant price declines for certain
farmed wildlife species. However, it is unclear what
they will do with the remaining large number of wild
animals and this poses an important management
issue to address.

Relevant information and distribution maps derived
from this census better quantifies and qualifies the
wildlife farming systems in the 12 pilot provinces. This
in turn can help strengthen management of wildlife
farms in general, and provides important insights into
aspects of animal husbandry, biosecurity, production
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practices, food safety, and health issues that could be
addressed by authorities in the future.

This project-also determined that at least 46,000
individuals from higher risk species/families that

pose a risk of zoonotic disease transmission are being
raised in the 12 Provinces surveyed including flying
foxes, primates, civets, rodents, and wild/hybrid boar.
Furthermore, there is a significant number of wildlife
that dies at farms and there is no veterinary.care or
oversight provided, including a lack of diag'jnostics and
necropsies to determine the cause of deaths. As many
of these animals are raised as a food resource, this is
an area of food safety that also has relevance to ensure
safe food for consumption.

The census implemented demonstrates the importance
of implementing a census annually to properly
document the extent and type of wildlife being farmed.
The census results also show that there is variation,

not only in the total number of animals, but also in the
numbers of wildlife farms, e.g. non-operational farms as
recorded or the newly-established ones. Therefore, the
wildlife farming database must be annually updated.

Furthermore, for this production system to further
develop, generate income for farmers and traders, and
provide safe, non-diseased animals for consumption,
the government of Viet Nam both at central and
provincial levels, must commit further human and
financial resources to support the Departments of
MARD responsible for wildlife farming management.
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