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Mr Chairperson, 

Kanayo, Ertharin, 

Your Excellency Aiuba Cuerencia Minister of Planning and Development of 

Mozambique,  

Honourable Ministers and Governors, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Colleagues from IFAD, WFP and FAO, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Let me begin by saying how pleased I am that we can celebrate effective country-level 

partnerships between the three Rome-based agencies.   

 

This award is about working together with one goal in mind: maximize country-level 

results and impacts in the promotion of sustainable food security and agricultural 

development. 

 

So now for the part that we have all been waiting for: the winner.   

After looking at many good candidates, one country stood out and we reached a 

unanimous decision.   

 



 

 

It is with great pleasure I declare that the winner of the first “Award of Excellence for 

Working Together in the Field” is the Mozambique country team! 

 

The country team has developed a solid partnership based on true collaboration. They 

have achieved results that would not have been possible if the three agencies had acted 

alone.   

 

Together staff members have leveraged their comparative advantages and knowledge to 

ensure greater food security and sustainable agricultural development for the people of 

Mozambique.  

 

Successful collaboration in the country has been taking place since 2008. The most 

compelling example is through the team’s joint implementation of the programme 

“Building Commodity Value Chains and Market Linkages for Farmers’ Associations”.  

 

The project, which ended in 2011, is widely viewed as a success: Through improved 

quality inputs and reduced post-harvest losses, the quantities of marketable surpluses 

for 17,000 small-scale farmers increased by as much as 30%.  

 

The positive results of this team work have been recognised by the European Union and 

the Government of Mozambique who are seeking to expand the team’s collaboration 

through the forthcoming MDG Programme “Accelerating progress towards MDG1 in 

Mozambique. 

 

This is a sign of the joint FAO/IFAD/WFP team’s reputation for efficiency and 

effectiveness that they have built up over the years.  

 

 



 

 

Other initiatives are underway, including a program boosting food security through risk 

reduction, climate change mitigation and adaptation. Funded by the Belgian Fund for 

Food Security, this program will see FAO, IFAD and WFP working with UNDCF and 

NGOs. 

 

I hope that the joint Mozambique team will serve as an example for other country teams.  

 

Now we’d like to show you a short video that highlights the three-agency collaboration 

in Mozambique. And following the video, I would invite Aiuba Cuerencia, Minister of 

Planning and Development, Mozambique, to take the floor. 

 

Thank you and once again, on behalf of the three agencies, congratulations. 
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