
 

 

 

21 April 2013 

 

City of Rome Honorary Citizenship 
Bestowed on the UN Food and Agriculture Organization  

Campidoglio, City Hall, Rome 

 
 
Mr Mayor, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
 
First, I would like to thank the Mayor of Rome for this great honor, and say “tanti auguri” – 
“Happy Birthday” - to the City.  

The support of the City of Rome has been indispensable to FAO. 

We are an Organization of 193 countries, plus the European Union.  

But we have a special relationship with Rome and the Republic of Italy that goes back to 
1951. 

In the difficult years following World War II, Rome opened its gates to FAO, and supported 
its mission to improve lives.  

In the more prosperous years to follow, the city expanded its welcome to include WFP and 
then IFAD, and is now one of the most important centers in the world for development and 
humanitarian efforts. 

So, it truly is an honor to be standing here in the heart of this legendary city. 

Nearly 870 million people go hungry every day in the world, even though, currently, the 
world produces enough food for everyone. 

At FAO, we help people to help themselves.  



 

 

We help them to develop long-term opportunities to have the food and employment they 
need, without sacrificing the future of their children, or the health of the planet. 

It might surprise you to know, for example, that our experts around the world work on 
reducing the amount of food that is produced and then wasted; or cutting down on the use of 
chemical pesticides in farming; or trying to stop overfishing in international waters. 

These are just a few examples.  

We would like more of you to learn what we do at Circo Massimo, and in our many offices 
around the world.  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
The City of Rome has been part of history for nearly three thousand years. 

Your rich traditions, including the value you place in local food and agriculture, have been 
an inspiration for us. And also a pleasure. 

I am convinced that one day, FAO, IFAD and WFP will add another footnote to Rome’s great 
history. One that says that, together, we helped to eliminate chronic hunger, malnutrition 
and extreme poverty. 

Thank you, Rome, for being a friend to us all.  
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