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Thank you for attending this press conference. It’s a pleasure to be in Japan and to speak with you 
with my friends Ertharin Cousin from WFP and Kanayo Nwanze from IFAD.  

FAO, IFAD and WFP form what are called the Rome-based UN food and agriculture agencies. We 
are working closely on a number of subjects and have brought joint messages to TICAD. 

I know I speak for my colleagues when I say that there can be no sustainable development, in 
Africa, Asia, or anywhere else, unless we address the root causes of chronic hunger, malnutrition 
and extreme poverty. 

The world has reduced the number of hungry people between 1990 and today from one billion to 
870 million people, and the proportion from 18.6 to 12.5 percent.  

However, progress has been different among regions and within regions.  

Asia has seen the biggest fall in undernourishment, while Africa is the only region in which 
hunger has increased in recent years: from 175 to 239 million people. 

But the rise of hunger in Africa hides many successes. 

In fact, 3 out of the 18 countries that have already achieved the World Food Summit to halve the 
absolute number of hungry people in the world are from Africa: Djibouti, Ghana and Sao Tome 
and Principe.  

Also from Africa are eight out of the 20 countries that have reached the Millennium Development 
Goals hunger target, of halving the proportion of hungry people. 

All these successes will be recognized in a special event that will take place on June 16 in Rome 
during the next FAO Conference.  



 

 

Nations that have most progress share two things: high level of political commitment and higher 
investments in agriculture and food security.  This is also true for Africa.  

The single, most effective way to reverse hunger and poverty in developing countries is for 
governments and the private sector to invest in sustainable agriculture and rural development. 

In sub-Saharan Africa, for example, GDP growth generated by agriculture has been shown to be 
eleven times more effective in reducing poverty than GDP growth in other sectors.  

Today, most of the agricultural investment in the developing world is made by small-scale 
farmers themselves: they invest three times more than all other forms of investment combined. 
That includes governments, official development assistance and the private sector.  

Hopefully, this TICAD will make a strong commitment to further investment in African 
development. 

The discussions here will also help to inform the high-level meeting that will take place in 
Addis Ababa at the African Union, co-organized with FAO, with the support of IFAD, WFP, the 
Lula Institute, and other partners. 

I want to end by saying that as we start looking at the post-2015 development agenda, we need to 
keep the Millennium Development Goals process in mind. 

If we learned something from the MDG process, it is that setting ambitious targets can mobilize 
us, and help us to achieve concrete results.  

So we believe that we should be even bolder when setting targets for after 2015. We believe that 
we should aim for the total eradication of hunger, malnutrition and extreme poverty.  

Thank you. 
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