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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Welcome to FAO and this side event and I would especially like to thank Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo, President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, for joining us on this 
important occasion. 

It is a special time, a time of many challenges but also of hope and conviction that it is 
possible to achieve the future we want: a sustainable world without hunger. 

This FAO Conference is proof of that. It proposes to change the first global target of the 
Organization from the reduction to the eradication of hunger. 

And last Sunday, we recognized 38 countries that have already achieved the target of 
Millennium Goal One, to reduce the proportion of hungry people by half.  

Eleven of them are in Africa: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Djibouti, Ghana, Sao Tome 
and Príncipe, Malawi, Niger, Nigeria and Togo. 

I believe that we can all sense a growing political commitment in Africa to eradicate hunger 
and misery, and the desire to transform this commitment into concrete action. 

There is greater solidarity and a clear understanding that, in a globalized world, food 
security cannot be achieved in only one country. 

No man, no country can do it alone. It is up to us to build, together, a food secure world, and 
we must help each other to do this. 

That is why we are here, for the official launch in FAO of the Africa Solidarity Trust Fund. 

This Fund was proposed by African governments and society and, in particular, during the 
last FAO Regional Conference for Africa, held in 2012 in Brazzaville. 



 

 

Together, they called for joint and coordinated action to support national and regional 
efforts to fight hunger. 

The FAO Regional Conference responded to this call. And approved the creation of an Africa 
Solidarity Trust Fund, a fund financed by African countries to ensure food security in Africa. 

This fund is now a reality, thanks to the generous contribution of $ 30 million from the 
Government of Equatorial Guinea. 

I am sure that this donation will inspire other countries. Some have already expressed an 
interest in doing so and, hopefully, their contribution will soon materialize. 

I would also like to thank the President of the Republic of Congo, Denis Sassou Nguesso, for 
supporting the creation of this fund, from the very beginning, during the Regional 
Conference. 

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We must work together to achieve a world without hunger. But governments are the ones 
who must lead this process. They are the ones who must take the necessary action to 
transform the decision to end hunger into a reality, a decision that needs to be made by the 
entire society. 

FAO’s role will be to support national and regional leadership in this process. To work with 
them, and with civil society, with the private sector, with the international community. 

It is with this spirit that we are joining forces with the African Union in order to convene a 
high-level meeting on food security in Addis Ababa on 30 June and 1 July. The Lula Institute, 
WFP, and IFAD are also involved in this initiative to which you are all invited. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
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