CCLM 86/2 Definition of Governing Bodies
The IEE of the FAO enquired about the definition of the term governing body and the concept of governance, for which there hasn’t been a formal definition. The Secretariat proposed that all these bodies, i.e. the Conference, the Council, all the committees reporting to the Council and the Regional Conferences be considered governing bodies of the Organization. Statutory bodies such as commissions established under article VI and XIV were not categorized as governing bodies. The IEE defined governance as “the exercise of political authority by the Member Nations (para 1-5)
Consultations with other organizations of the UN system

In consultation with other UN organizations, the secretariat discovered that none of these organizations had prepared or adopted a definition for the term governing bodies, instead preferring to use other terms. UNIDO refers to policy making organs, WHO uses generic name references to governing bodies such as World Health Assembly and Executive Board etc, UNESCO’s governing bodies include the General Conference and Executive Board etc, which however have subsidiary bodies dealing with their internal working. World Intellectual Property Organization now refers to Assemblies of the Members States of WIPO and of Unions; ILO designates governing bodies as official bodies or official meetings. The UN does not use the term governing bodies; instead it refers to main organs. (para 6-15)
Elements of defining governing bodies in FAO

Specific and comparative studies reveal that the governing bodies in FAO are the policy making organs, which establish international regulatory frameworks, while also exercising control over the administrative and financial management of the organizations and their operations. In applying these criteria, the governing bodies are thus constituted by Conference, the Council, the Programme Committee, the Finance Committee, the CCLM, the Technical Committees (i.e. Committee on Commodity Problems, Committee on Fisheries, Committee on Forestry, Committee on Agriculture, Committee on World Food Security) and the Regional Conferences (i.e. for Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Near East). (para 16-18)
3 Options are proposed for implementation of IPA action 2.73:
Option1: it could be considered that there is no need for a formal definition for governing bodies, as they are normally known.

Option 2: Propose an amendment to the basic texts to clarify the meaning as follows: 

The Governing Bodies of FAO are the bodies which directly, or indirectly through their parent bodies, contribute within their respective mandates, to (a) the definition of the overall policies and regulatory

 Frameworks of the Organization; (b) the establishment of the Strategic Framework, the Medium-Term Plan and the Programme of Work and Budget and (c) exercise, or contribute to the oversight of the administration of the Organization. The Governing Bodies comprise the Conference, the Council, the Programme Committee, the Finance Committee, the Committee on Constitutional and Legal Matters, the Technical Committees (i.e. Committee on Commodity ProblemsCommittee on Fisheries, Committee on Forestry, Committee on Agriculture, Committee on World Food Security) and the Regional Conferences (i.e. for Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Near East).

Option 3: The Conference can adopt a resolution which is likely to reflect Option 2. Such a formal approach may neither be justified nor appropriate. (para 18-21)
