CFS:2008/6 - PROPOSALS TO STRENGTHEN THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY TO MEET NEW CHALLENGES 
BACKGROUND AND MANDATE OF THE CFS: The CFS mandate includes provision that the Committee serve as a forum in the UN system for review and follow-up of policies concerning world food security, and for the monitoring of the implementation of the Plan of Action adopted by the World Food Summit. (par 6)
PROPOSALS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION 
A. Length of CFS: Taking into account IEE comments, on a trial basis the 34th Session of CFS will last four days, but including World Food Day, which may encourage participation in both events. There is minimal flexibility in four days to gain extra time, due in part to the time required for producing the report before the final session. One option is to streamline the agenda, clearly indicating which items require discussion and which ones are for information only. (par 7-8) 
B. Focusing Discussion on a Central Theme: With a view to arriving at more policy and action oriented conclusions, it is proposed that each session should as far a possible focus on a key global food security issue. In the invitation letters participants were encouraged to come prepared to make succinct and focused interventions in response to the document “Assessment of the World Food Security and Nutrition Situation”, with a second round of discussion on the second day based on the main issues identified. (par 10-11)

C. Streamlining the Drafting Committee Process: Past reports have reflected deliberations rather than just decisions and recommendations. Changing this could render the report more useful to Conference, Council and a wider audience. (par 13)
D. Tenure and Participation of CFS Bureau: It is proposed that the Committee consider i) allowing the standing Bureau to continue their mandate through the session they were involved in planning, and electing the new Bureau at the end of the session; and ii) Requesting that Bureau members designate Rome-based representatives to act on their behalf when unavailable, to allow the Bureau to meet periodically between sessions. (par 14) 
PROPOSALS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR LATER IMPLEMENTATION 
A. Frequency and Timing of Sessions: The CFS schedule – one session in September / October, followed by one in May – leaves little time to gather new information in between. Discussions in the CoC-IEE suggest that: “the CFS could meet once per biennium rather than annually.” The following proposals are made for consideration:
· Hold CFS once per biennium on a trial basis, like other Technical Committees
· The above implies that the 35th session will not be held in May 2009

· Hold additional CFS sessions if necessary as the WFS target dates approach 

· Hold CFS at the same time as WFD (par 15-19)
B. CFS Agenda Items and Content: With a view to increasing the relevance of the CFS and making it more time-effective, agenda items and events are reviewed below: 


Item b) The Assessment of the World Food Security and Nutrition Situation 
Given increasing accessibility of information, CFS documents can be outdated by the time the CFS is held. It has been proposed that Members be provided with an update of the global food situation on a regular and more interactive basis, for example via the World Food Situation website. A summary could still be included in the Assessment Document for reference only, alllowing more time to focus on a Special Issue. It is considered desirable that nutrition be part of the Assessment Document rather than be dealt with as a separate agenda item. (par 25-27)

c) The International Alliance Against Hunger 
The IAAH Secretariat has streamlined their reporting process to the Committee. It is proposed that this should thus remain as a standing agenda item for the CFS. (par 30)

d) National/Regional Programmes for Food Security 
The timing of this item will also need to be adjusted depending on the final decision about the frequency and timing of the CFS Sessions. It is proposed that this should remain as a standing agenda item. (par 32)
C. Participation by Non-State Actors: The importance of non-state actors to the CFS has been stressed by many Members and was reiterated in the IEE Report, and the Secretariat has increased their involvement. (par 34) The Committee may wish to comment on the value of such events and how they could be improved for future Sessions. (par 35)

D. The Reporting Process: The 34th Session will try to streamline report preparation and to make the report more action oriented. On the basis of the results obtained, the Committee may request the Secretariat to explore further improvements. (par 36)

The changes proposed in this document all fall within the authority of the CFS itself, bearing in mind the outcomes of the CoC-IEE regarding any required changes to the Basic Texts of the Organization, as well as timing and frequency of other Governing Body meetings. (par 39)

