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Intro: This document is to be viewed in the light of FAO’s Strategic Framework and Medium-term Plan 2010-13 of relevance to the Committee3, based on the new results based programming framework approved in the IPA and seeks to reconcile the increasing demand for food and other agricultural products and of maintaining the natural resource base for future generations. It also focuses on Sustainable management of land, water and genetic resources, and improved responses to global environmental challenges affecting food and agriculture”. (para 5 and 6)

II. Challenges to Sustainable Agricultural Production
It is predicted that the demand for agricultural produce will continue to grow with a need to double production by 2050 while the challenge is finding ways to increase food production in a sustainable manner to ensure food security for the future generations. Limited resource base has been identified for the following areas:
· land use change

· water scarcity 

· biodiversity for food and agriculture

· the challenge of preparing for climate change and related factors

· the current discourse on bio-fuels

· the need for an ecosystem approach to agriculture and environment (para 10-32)
III. Possible Elements of a Strategic Approach to Sustainable Management and Utilization of Natural Resources

This could focus on increasing the resilience of present food production systems to challenges posed by climate change. Maintaining and adapting financial mechanisms and investments to support climate change adaptation. Increased investment to science and technology, assessment of the opportunities and challenges posed by bio-fuels and as well to promote results based inter-governmental dialogue on biofuels in the context of food security and sustainable development. (para 33)
IV. What FAO Can Do

· Providing long-term perspectives and leadership in monitoring and assessing trends in

· agriculture and environment

· Stimulating the generation, dissemination and application of information and knowledge,

· including statistics – provision of global data, including geospatial data

· Negotiating international instruments, setting norms, standards and voluntary guidelines,

· supporting the development of national legal instruments and promoting their implementation

· Articulating policy and strategy options and advice

· Providing technical support, promoting technology transfer, catalyzing change and building

· effective and sustainable institutional capacity

· Undertaking advocacy and communication, to mobilize political will and promote global

· recognition of required actions in areas of FAO’s mandate (para 34-51)

V. Expected Committee Guidance
The Committee on Agriculture may wish to:

• Recall the challenges to sustainable agricultural production and natural resource use that need to be overcome through ecosystem approach to meet increased demand for agricultural produce.

• To this effect, recall the need for an ecosystem approach to agriculture and environment and recommend that FAO take steps to ensure its further development, continue to advocate the mainstreaming of the ecosystem approach to agricultural production and provide assistance (including validation, capacity building and policy reform) to countries in its application.

• Recommend a review of the International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides that addresses pesticides in both the agricultural and health sectors.

• Recommend that sustainable use and conservation of natural resources (land and water) be set as a priority in FAO’s efforts to increase the productivity of agriculture.

• Recognize that biodiversity plays a fundamental role in ensuring increased production in a sustainable manner and recommend that high priority be given by FAO to biodiversity activities.

• Recognize the decline in agricultural and agro-ecological research and extension and recommend that the Organization strongly advocate investment in public and private international and national research and extension to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

• Recall that the 34th Session of the FAO Conference expressed particular concern over climate change and variability and that the HLC recognized (i) the importance of adaptation and mitigation to climate change, and (ii) of creating opportunities for world’s smallholders to participate in, and benefit from financial mechanisms and investment flows to support climate change adaptation, mitigation and technology development, transfer and dissemination; recommend that the Organization give high priority to these issues and develop global monitoring on impact of climate change on food security.

• Recall that the CFA recommended to seek international consensus on liquid biofuel development and that the HLC called “upon relevant intergovernmental organizations, including FAO, within their mandates and areas of expertise, with the involvement of national governments, partnerships, the private sector, and civil society, to foster a coherent, effective and results-oriented international dialogue on biofuels in the context of food security and sustainable development needs and recommend that FAO take the lead in this process”.

• Recommend that FAO support the sharing of knowledge on small-scale bioenergy technologies and adoption of bioenergy by small-scale farmers for local development where appropriate.

• Identify issues among the elements provided in Chapter IV above that should be given a high priority. (para 52 – original text from original document)
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