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The number of infectious diseases, old and new, is on the rise in domestic and wild animal populations in diverse agro-ecological systems. Linked to globalization, climate change, changing patterns of land use, intensified farming practices, human population growth, unregulated global trade in animals, and forest encroachment and deforestation, emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) represent a threat to agricultural production systems, livelihoods and both wildlife and livestock health, and pose a risk to human health. Very recent events have shown that the increased production of livestock in response to global demand for food is accompanied by the emergence of diseases that cause losses in food producing animals and threaten food security. [par.1]

Four international technical agencies – FAO, WHO, OIE, UNICEF –, together with the UN System Influenza Coordination (UNSIC) and the World Bank have developed a strategic framework to address the problem of EIDs using One World, One Health (OWHO) principles. [par.2]

The Strategic Framework
Some critical issues at the animal-human-ecosystems interface

· Maintaining surveillance and disease intelligence
· Improving biosecurity
· Addressing development
· Promoting health through communication
· Bringing the public and the private together [par.3]

The OWHO strategy is to diminish the risk and minimize the global impact of epidemics and pandemics due to EIDs. [par.4]

Six objectives for success:

• develop international, regional and national capacity in surveillance, making use of international standards, tools and monitoring processes;

• ensure adequate international, regional and national capacity in public and animal health – including communication strategies – to prevent, detect and respond to disease outbreaks;

• ensure functioning national emergency response capacity, as well as a global rapid response support capacity;

• promote inter-agency and cross-sectoral collaboration and partnership

• control HPAI and other existing, emerging and potentially re-emerging infectious diseases;

• conduct strategic research. [par.5]

Implementation will include engagement of wildlife specialists, ecosystems interests, the human and veterinary medical community, and specialist research institutions working in these domains. National authorities will be encouraged to build on national strategies on EIDs, engage with the private sector to strengthen local capacity and promote long-term sustainability. [par.6]

Strengthening existing institutions particularly at the regional and national levels, in addition to the structures, mechanisms and partnerships that have been developed in response to the HPAI crisis among international agencies as well as those developed between the public and animal health sectors, will be important. [par.7]

FAO’s Contribution

Drafted – Contributing to One World, One Health: A Strategic Framework for Reducing Risks of Infectious Diseases at the Animal-Human-Ecosystems Interface1. [par.8]

FAO’s Role

Provide technical advice and supplies, and educate veterinarians and farmers on how to deal with the disease. [par.10]
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