
COAG/2009/Inf.6 Follow-up to Agenda 21 and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) endorsed the role of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to accelerate action at all levels in the implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPoI) and promote partnership among governments and relevant stakeholders to this end. CDS-16 and CDS-17 focus on agriculture, rural development, land, drought, desertification and Africa. [par.1]

Accelerated progress in the implementation of the thematic clusters of CDS-16 is high priority in. FAO’s contribution has been incorporated into the Secretary- General’s Report and duly acknowledged by the CSD Secretariat and the Under-Secretary- General of the UN. [par.2]

FAO also produced a brochure specifically aimed at CSD-16 containing a concise summary of FAO’s contribution to the implementation of the agriculture and land related chapters of Agenda 21. This also included fact sheets highlighting FAO activities at all levels in assisting member countries and development partners in the implementation of the CSD-16 thematic clusters. [par.3]

The debate throughout CSD-16 was dominated by the “global food crisis. The Chair’s 

Summary Part I summarized the substantive debates of the first week of CSD and made adequate reference to FAO’s activities and areas of competence in all the CSD-16 thematic areas. A few examples include: 
 in agriculture, specific reference was made to the role of sustainable agricultural intensification to improve productivity on decreasing cultivable land and contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation;  
 in rural development, reference was made to supporting agro-industry enterprises in rural areas; organizing farming cooperatives and adopting decentralized policies to the provision of services in rural areas; 
 in land, a call was made for integrated management of land and water resources, new techniques and approaches to land management such as conservation agriculture, land tenure, land administration, land use planning and environmental impact assessment; [par.4]

Many of the issues of concern to the delegations: the global food crisis, biofuels, the Doha Round, inadequate means of implementation, degradation of land and natural resources, desertification, and climate change. [par.5]

FAO’s intervention stressed that sustainable intensification of many agricultural ecosystems will play a key role in reducing hunger and poverty. Learning to strengthen the ecosystem linkages that promote resilience remains an important challenge. FAO also stressed the need to strengthen the interlinkages among the CSD-16 thematic areas and, most notably, on land degradation, desertification and drought as the synergies between them will be vital to enhance productivity. [par.6]

CSD-17 is a policy year and a negotiating session that will focus on policy measures that will speed up implementation and action.  It is expected that the same issues that dominated CSD- 16 could emerge as significant issues at CSD-17. FAO prepared a brief message on each of the thematic areas for consideration by delegations at the IPM for CSD-17. Attention was also drawn during the preparatory policy discussion for CSD-17 to the Global Agro-Industries Forum held in April 2008 to clarify priorities relating to investment in agriculture, and specifically how to improve both competitiveness and developmental impacts in a sustainable manner. [par.7]

Accelerating progress in the implementation of the thematic areas of CSD-16 and CSD-17 is high priority for FAO. The Organization will assist member countries and all relevant partners towards this end and invites the Committee on Agriculture to support this effort. [par.8]
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