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I. Introduction

In many developing countries, farmers’ access to quality seed has been impeded by factors such as weak seed production and distribution systems, poor seed quality assurance systems, lack of information about adaptation and quality of seed available in the market, lack of access to and credit for inputs and inadequate seed policies. [par.2]

II. Impact of Soaring Food Prices and Climate Change on Seeds

The sharp rise in food prices in 2007/08 has presented dual characteristics: 

1. It has exposed the vulnerability of the food-insecure households that are net food buyers and who often rely on food grain for seed. 

2. Higher food prices can be an opportunity to promote more productive agriculture based on the use of improved technologies. [par.3]

With regard to climate change, recent trends and studies indicate that changing climatic patterns will directly impact food production. It is clear that strategies are needed to facilitate the adaptation of agriculture systems to climate change through better management of crop species and varieties. [par.4]

III. Challenges and Opportunities

Within a national context, seed systems need to be strengthened to make them more resilient. Strategies need to capture the value of plant genetic resources and their contribution to the local seed systems. Within the national, regional and international context there is a critical need for concerted action to address the issues in a comprehensive manner, and in particular taking into account the needs and demands of small farmers. A strategic approach is needed along with the full commitment of public and private sector players, an enabling environment, resources and a long-term perspective. Some of the main elements for such a strategic approach are as follows: [par.5]

· Better linkage of the formal and informal seed sector.

· Development of local seed enterprises.

· Revitalize the public seed sector.

· Improved seed policies and legislation.

· Regional harmonization of seed rules and regulations.

· Better management of plant genetic resources. 

· Better information for seed security and seed sector development.

Using this strategic approach, FAO is currently supporting member countries to strengthen their seed systems at the national and community level. By introducing various activities they will strengthen see systems and our knowledge about how they can be improved, thus assisting farmers to boost production and better meet environment challenges arising from climate change. [par.6]
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