C2009/17: Report of the Nineteenth Session of the Committee on Forestry
Sustainable Forest Management and Climate Change
The Committee welcomed the presentations made by leaders of the CPF to introduce a “Strategic framework for forests and climate change” which emphasizes the need for countries and international organizations to work together to implement sustainable forest management (SFM). The Committee urged member countries to engage actively in deliberations on national and international responses of the forestry sector to climate change and to help mitigate and adapt to climate change by adopting appropriate forestry practices and policies. 
The Committee recommended that FAO, in collaboration with other organizations, and regional processes strengthen the capacities of member countries to implement SFM, in accordance with their specific national contexts. This could include, inter alia, assistance to countries, at their request, in developing effective responses to climate change.
Adapting Forest Policy and Institutions to Change 

The Committee recommended that FAO reinforce its capacities and, in collaboration with other international organizations, intensify efforts to provide timely support to member countries in implementing their policies and reforming their forestry institutions.  Accordingly, it recommended that FAO pursue its efforts to facilitate the sharing of experience among countries, particularly through regional and subregional reviews and analyses. 
Decisions and Recommendations of FAO Bodies of Interest to the Committee
Recognizing the importance of forest genetic resources, the Committee supported the recommendation that FAO prepare a report on the State of World Forest Genetic Resources, for 2013, which would serve as a reference for action at the national, regional and global levels. 

Shaping an Action Programme for FAO in Forestry 
The Committee was informed that the process of priority-setting in FAO is work in progress. Stressing the importance of having documents available that will make it possible to discuss the setting of priorities, it expressed its intention to suggest the establishment of those priorities for the forestry sector in the FAO Programme of Work and Budget for the 2012-2013 biennium in accordance with the reform process under way in FAO. The Committee supported the recommendation of the Independent External Evaluation of FAO to increase the share of the overall FAO budget that is allocated to forestry.  It stressed the need for FAO to have a strong Forestry Department, including the strengthening of forestry work in the decentralized offices. 
World Forestry Congress 
The Committee called on all members to actively promote and participate in the Congress, on the theme Forests in development: a vital balance, which provides a unique opportunity every six years for the global forest community to come together to address issues of concern to all countries and regions. 
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