Summary of EB 2008/93/R.13: President’s report on proposed grants under the global/regional grants window to CGIAR-supported international centres

This report recommends the provision of IFAD support to the research and training programmes of the following CGIAR-supported international centres: International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF). The objectives and content of these applied research programmes are in line with the evolving strategic objectives of IFAD and the policy and criteria of IFAD’s grant programme. (Par 1-3)
The overarching strategic objectives that drive the IFAD Policy for Grant Financing, which was approved by the Executive Board in December 2003, are:

(a) promoting pro-poor research on innovative approaches and technological options to enhance field-level impact; and/or

(b) building pro-poor capacities of partner institutions, including community-based organizations and NGOs. (Par 4)
The specific aims of IFAD’s grant support relate to: (a) the Fund’s target groups and their household food-security strategies, with particular reference to groups in remote and marginalized agro-ecological areas; (b) technologies that build on traditional local/indigenous knowledge systems and are gender-responsive; (c) access to productive assets; (d) the sustainable and productive management of natural resources; (e) a policy framework at both the local and the national level that

provides the rural poor with a conducive incentive structure to improve their productivity and reduce their dependence on transfers; (f) access to transparent and competitive input/product markets; and (g) an institutional framework within which institutions – formal and informal, public- and private-sector, local and national alike – can provide services to the economically vulnerable, according to their comparative advantage. (Par 5)
The CIAT Programme will: (i) improve livelihoods of resource-poor upland smallholder farmers, especially ethnic minorities and women, through integrated crop/livestock systems and sustainable production with facilitative market linkages to agro-industrial processors in Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam; (ii) empower stakeholders to capitalize on emerging economic opportunities and improve their food security; (iii) provide access to smallholder farmers to improved agricultural technologies; and (iv) offer more diverse livelihoods by developing market linkages that help to protect the environment. (Par 6)
Part II – Recommendation

RESOLVED: that the Fund shall make a grant not exceeding US$1,500,000 to the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) for a four-year programme.
FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, the Programme on Rewards for, Use of and Shared Investment in Pro-poor Environmental Services (RUPES-II), shall make a grant not exceeding US$1,500,000 to the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) for a four-year programme.
The documents of the grants for approval by the Executive Board are contained in the annexes to this report and are available at: http://www.ifad.org/gbdocs/eb/93/e/EB-2008-93-R-13.pdf.
